What isthe Secret to Financial Prosperity?
» = next PowerPoint slide

>» Intro:
- over theyears, it's become popular to talk about financid prosperity in religion
- seems many are doing so to gpped to greed and lust
- sow a seed doctrine: send a preacher $ and get-rich-quick
- thislesson: Bible teaching, What is the secret to Financid Prosperity?
- joke: Beth, are you sure you're qudified — yes, the way I'm talking about it - I'm broke and | have the right
attitude

» What isbeing “financially prosperous’ for Christians? —being fathful Chrigtian having food and clathing
- Matt. 6:19-21 Chridtian paradigm: lay up treasure in heave
- Matt. 6:24 reason that we must view financia prosperity this way — serve God, not wedth
- our god isthe onewe serve—$, passionate lusts, Satan, Jehovah
» - Matt. 6:25, 31-33 financid prosperity, as Chrigtian, is having food and clothing
- application / attitude:
- seek first kingdom of heaven — be happy with what God blesses you with
- Why arelittle kidswho are sever ely disadvantaged, so much happier than most blessed adults?
- financially prospering as Chrigian = food and clothing, not lots of $
- rf.joke, so I’'m qualified
- attitude / happiness: think - fed - happy (Gary Steen’s class)
- if faithful Christiansand not fed financially prosperous, wrong thinking

» No matter how much God gives us, He wants usto be faithful stewards.
- steward: one put in charge of his master’s property, children, or whole household

- we are seward of God' s gifts (Ja. 1:17) — $
» -wearestewardsof God’'sgrace- all the giftsHe gives:

- 1 Pet. 4:9-10 good stewards of God's grace (dl the gifts He gives us) - ther efor e be hospitable
» - geward: reward and punishment

- Matt. 25:14-30 parable of thetdents— today, all the gifts God gives

- Matt. 25:21 sad to faithful daves

- Matt. 25:26-30 sad to, and about, the unfaithful dave
» - judged for our use of God’s gifts

- Matt. 25:34-36 difference between faithful sewards and unfaithful Sewards - distinguishes saved from lost

» God’'sfaithful stewardsare generousgivers! —rf - Matt. 25:31-36

-1 Cor. 16:2 “onthe firs day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when |
come”

-2 Cor. 9 2™ gpidtle, principles of giving
- 2 Cor. 9:6 principle of sowing and regping
- Gal . 6: 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
- 2 Cor. 9:7 atitude: purposed, not grudgingly or under compulsion, cheerfully
-2 Cor. 9:8-10 God enriches
-1 Cor. 9:11a sowe can give liberdly
-2 Cor. 9:11b-13, 15 result: thanksgiving to God, by receivers
-illus.: - Lk. 21:1-4 poor widow puts two small copper coinsinto the treasury
- Do you think God took care of her and blessed her, or let her starveto death? - today?

\/

YYVY



» What'stheright attitude toward money (financial prosperity)?
- 1 Pet. 4:9-10 condder whatever you have ablessng from God — never despise God' s blessings
-1 Tim. 6:7-10, 17-18 attitude toward money

> - vs. 7 can't take $ with us (eternity), not important in grand scheme
> - vs. 8 be content with food and clothing — happy if | have. . ..
> - vs. 9 not want to get rich - don’t care about $
- want: to will deliberately, have a purpose, be minded of willing as an affection, to desire
> - vs. 10 not love money - reason want to get rich (vs. 9) — apostasy
> - vs. 17 fix your hope on God, not $ - don't trust in $
> - vs. 18 share, do good, no matter how much you have, store up treasure in heaven

» Summary / Inv.
- secret to financial prosperity: lay up treasurein heaven —seek first God’s kingdom and His
righteousness, be content with food and clothing
- Phil. 4:11-13 learn to be content in whatever state you are, because as afaithful Chrigtian you are financidly
prospering
- if we have theright attitude about money, we'll useit asgood stewardsto God’sglory, if wedon't. . ..
- inv.: 1% gtep to financid prosperity - be faithful Chritian



