TheBest ThingsIn Life Are Free!

» = next PowerPoint slide
> Intro:

- illus.: boat, hobby, when with family and friends redlly enjoyed, but when by self learned that money can't but the
best thingsin life
- money can buy things, but not the best things

- thislesson: The Best Thingsin Life Are Free

» Money can't buy beauty!
- beauty of God is eternal —doesn’t perish—can't purchase

- God isthe essence of beauty:
- |'s. 4:2a (prophesy of Jesus) In that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious. . . .

- church (Christians) are beautiful:
- chagte virgin, the household of God, habitation of God in the Spirit

- human physical beauty passes away: — like rich man in his pursuits
- Ja. 1:11 rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away

- beauty of the earth declares God’s splendor — beauty man can’t purchase or create
- Ps. 8:1 earth displays the Lord’ s splendor, above the heavens
- illus.: watch a moviev. watch a sunset at the beach

- true human beauty is of the inner person, not outward — can't purchase
- illus.: true beauty isinside
- Charles William Eliot (1834-1926), former president of Harvard Universty, had abirthmark on his
face that bothered him greatly. Asayoung man, he was told that surgeons could do nothing to removeiit.
Someone described that moment as “the dark hour of hissoul.” Eliot's mother gave him this hdpful advice
"My son, it isnot possible for you to get rid of that hardship...But it is possible for you, with God's

help, to grow a mind and soul so big that people will forget to look at your face." (our paily Bread, dune 15,
1992) (Sermonlllustrations.com)

- 1 Pet. 3:3-4 (women, gppliesto dl) Y our adornment must not be merely externd . . . but let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the imperishable qudity of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.
- people usudly look at outward beauty, but God looks at inner beauty



» Money can't buy happiness (contentment, fulfillment)!
- most people aren’t happy
- illus.: Dennis Wholey, author of Are'Y ou Happy? reports that according to expert opinion, perhaps only 20%
of Americans are hﬁppy (Our Daily Bread, October 11, 1994) (Sermonlllustrations.com)
- illus.: Elvis Predley, 6 weeks before he died, areporter asked Elvis Predey, "Elvis, when you first sarted
playing music, you said you wanted to be rich, famous and happy. Are you happy?' "I'm londy (expletive
del eted)" he replled (Source Unknown) (Sermonlllustrations.com)
- Matt. 7:13-14, 21-23, 24-27 most people aren’t happy because they’re not living as God commands
- if we're not happy, it tells us we need to do some serious spiritual work on our lives

- happinessis a condition of the mind, alifestyle, a perspective from which lifeislived — can't purchase
-Ja. 1:2-4*congder” (“count it”) al joy —the way we'reto look at it, view it, focus on the pogtive
- glass 1/2 full or empty
- Abraham Lincoln, "Most people are about as happy asthey make up their mindsto be."

- happiness results from devoting our selves to God, doing Hiswill, living the way he commands — can't purchase
- 1 Pet. 5:6-7 casting car e upon God, being exalted according to hiswill
- illus.: Who is happy (blessed)? — Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-11)
- gentle: shdl inherit the earth
- hunger and thirst for righteousness. satisfied (filled)
- merciful: shal receive mercy
- purein heart: see God
- peacemakers: cdled sons of God
- persecuted for the sake of righteousness: thersis the kingdom of heaven, reward in heaven is great

- anyone who isn’t happy today, can become happy, if they’ll only live as God commands
- secret to happiness: obey God, trust in Him, cast your cares on Him
- happiness can’t be pur chased — gift



» Money can't buy love!
- illus.: money can’t buy love, usudly the opposte happens with money
- “Almogt half of America'srich say they're unhappy in marriage, astudy found. What'sworse: M or e than

that say they've been unfaithful in the last threeyears” (Rich and Unfaithful: Money Can't Buy Love, By Tara Weiss,
Forbes.com, Oct. 17, 2007, Special to ABCNEWS.com)

- trueloveresultsfrom our devotion to God — free, not bought

- Mk. 12:30-31 love God / love neighbor as sdf
- dowhat’sbest for the other party, every time —world opposite view

- Matt. 5:44 love your enemies, pray for those who persecute you
- love —world opposite view

- Rom. 12:20 enemy hungry, feed him; thirsty, give drink
- love —world opposite view

- Eph. 5:22 wives subject themsalves to husbands, asto Lord
- love —world opposite view

- Eph. 5:25-29 husbhands love wives as Christ loves the church, give sdf up for her, nourish and cherish
- love —world opposite view

- Eph. 6:1 children obey parentsin the Lord, for thisisright
- love —world opposite view

- Eph. 6:4 Father s (par ents), not provoke children to anger, bring up in discipline and instruction of Lord
- love —world opposite view

» -trueloveisthe sacrificial and giving love God hasfor us —free, not bought
-1Jn. 4:7-11 God's love, our lovefor others
- Chrigt, cross, bearing our sinsin Hisbody, God didn’t save Him from excruciatingly painful death
-1Jn. 5:3 our lovefor God, attitude
- Jn. 14:15 (Jesus) love Me, keegp My commandments
- Jn. 14:21a (Jesus) He who has My commandments and keegps them, loves Me

- loveisfree—given, received —not bought
- illus.: God loved uswhile yet sinners, couldn’t buy Hislove if we had to
- if anyone wantsyou to pay for their love, isnot real love
-illus: I'll loveyou if you'll just. ... -Jn. 3:16

- when we love othersas God haslovesus. . . changeour lives. . . change other’slives. . .
- illus.: Ted Stallard and histeacher, Miss Thompson (attached)



» Money can't buy eternal life— salvation!
- can’t buy God’slove—can’t buy salvation

- salvation isa free gift —can't purchase
- Rom. 3:24 judiified, gift by His grace, through the redemption which isin Christ Jesus
> - Rom. 5:17 people who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness, will reignin life
through Jesus Christ
> - Rom. 6:23 wages of gn isdesth, free gift of God iseternd lifein Christ

» -wemust receive the gift of salvation (do something) — can’'t purchase, must obey Jesus
- illus.: Dawn, 4 or 5, dollar bill, told her she could have it if she picked it up off the floor, she did, asked “Did |
giveittoyou?' shesaid yes—did not earn, athough had to do something to receive
- illus.: boy hasabirthday party, alot of presents wrapped to beautiful paper, What does he haveto do to
receive the gifts? unwrap them— did not earn, or wouldn't be gift, although had to do something to recelve
- Heb. 5:9 Jesus isthe sour ce of eternal salvation to those who obey Him

» - thegift of salvation isfreeto you, because Jesus paid the price — someone had to pay
- 1 Pet. 1:18-19 redeemed (purchased), blood of Jesus
> - 1 Pet. 2:24 bore your sinsin Hisbody on the cross, by His stripes you were heded

» -thebest thing of all can’t be bought— salvation, eternal life—must receive the gift

>» Summary / Inv.
- money can’t buy beauty, happiness, love, eternal life

- God wantsto give all theseto you, and more

- inv.: possible because Jesus died on the crossto pay for your salvation
- receive by obeying Him, living as He commands



