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Precious Gifts From God
2 Peter 1:1-4

INTRODUCTION

1.

The Second Epistle of Peter isashort but sgnificant part of the New Testament...

a. It waswritten by Peter, who identifies himsdlf as “a servant and gpostle of Jesus Chrit” - 2 Pe
11

b. It waswritten to those who received hisfirst epistle- cf. 2 Pe 3:1; cf. 1 Pe 1:1

c. It waswritten shortly before his deeth - 2 Pe 1:12-15

The*theme” of the epistle can be stated as* Beware, But Grow’ - 2 Pe 3:17-18
a. “Beware’ lest you fal, being led away with error - 17

b. “But Grow” in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior - 18

-- Vintudly every verse of this epidle fdls into one of these two areas

In thislesson, thefirgt in a series of expogitory outlines based upon 2nd Peter, we shall consider
Peter’s sdutation - 2 Pe 1:1-4 (read)

In his greeting, Peter refers to severa blessngs or “gifts’ that we have recelved from God and Jesus
Chrigt

In describing them, | am going to use aword that was afavorite of Peter: “ precious”
a. Itisfoundtwiceinthispassage “preciousfath’ (1:1) and “precious promises’ (1:4)
b. Peter usedit Sx timesin hisearlier epistleaswell -1 Pe 1:7,19; 2:4,6,7; 3.4
c. The Greek word istimios {tim’'-ee-0s}, and it means.
1) Asof grest price, precious
2) Héddin honor, esteemed, especidly dear

[Thisword is most befitting the four “gifts’ referred to in our text, the first of which Peter actudly uses
“precious” to describe...]

A LIKE PRECIOUSFAITH (1)

A. AFAITH THAT IS“LIKE"...
1. Likewha? Likethefath that Peter himsdlf had
2. Whilethe objective sense of faith (i.e., the gospel - cf. Ju 3) may bein view here, | suspect
that Peter has in reference the subj ective sense of faith (the faith one has in the gospel)

B. NOTICE THAT THISGIFT IS*OBTAINED” (GIVEN, KJV)...
1. Thewordisdoreomai {do-reh’-om-ahee}, and isin the middle voice, suggesting that
“fath’ is both given and received
2. Tha fathisgivenisevident from:
a. R010:17; Jn 20:30-31 - faith comes the Word of God; if God had not given His
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Word, saving faith would not be possible!

b. 1Pe1:20-21 - itisthrough Christ we bdievein God; if God had not sent Christ, many
of uswould still be idol worshipperd

C. 2Pel:1-itis"by therighteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Chrigt” that we have
fath; because of Jesus’ Divine sacrifice, saving fath is possible!

3. Butfath givenisnot truly “obtained” unlessit isaso faith r eceived

a. Onemus be willing to accept the Word with faith - cf. He 4:2

b. We mus therefore be willing to receive the gift which God gives (in this case, the gift of
faith made possible through His Word)

C. WHY ISTHISFAITH “PRECIOUS"...?
1. Mog certainly because of the object of our faith: Jesus Chrigt, the Son of God!
2. But dso becausethefaith itself (trust, conviction) is of great value to God; consder how
God viewed Abraham' sfaith - cf. Ro 4:3; He 11:1-2
3. And one might add, because of dl the blessngs enjoyed by those with such faith!

[Thisleads usto the next “gft” described by Peter...]

II. GRACE AND PEACE MULTIPLIED (2)

A. GRACE AND PEACE WERE COMMON FORMS OF GREETING...
1. Grace - the greeting which requests God' s unmerited favor upon the person addressed
2. Peace - the greeting requesting the naturd result of God' s favor

B. THESE TWO BLESSINGSARE “MULTIPLIED” IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD
AND OF JESUSCHRIST...
1. All men experience God' s favor and its result to some degree - cf. Mt 5:45
2. But only in Chrigt can one enjoy the fullness of God' s favor and peace
a. Suchas“every suiritud blessng” - Ep 1.3
b. Such as“the peace of God which surpasses dl understanding” - Ph 4:6-7
3. Such fullness comes “in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Chrigt”
a. Thisknowledge will be arecurring themein thisepistle- 2 Pe 1.3, 5-6, 8; 2:20; 3:18
b. What this knowledge entails will be the focus of our next lesson
c. But noticefor the time being that growing in grace must go hand-in-hand with growing in
knowledge - cf. 2 Pe 3:18

[To the “multipliaty” of grace and peace, and to obtaining of “like precious faith’, we can add a third
“precious gift from God"...]

III.ALL THINGSTHAT PERTAIN TO LIFE AND GODLINESS (3)

A. DEFINING LIFE AND GODLINESS...
1. Lifeinthiscontext refersto our spiritud life and wel-being
2. Godliness refersto the pious conduct which comes out of devotion to God
3. Thus, everything we need for spiritud life and serving God acceptably has been given to ud
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B. “ASHISDIVINE POWER HASGIVEN TO US..”
1. Itisby the power of God that we have new lifel - cf. Co 2:12-13; Ti 3:4-5
2. Itisby the power of God that we can live godly lives - cf. Ph 2:12-13; 4:13

C. “THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM...
1. Experiencing truelife and godliness can only come through the knowledge of Him who has
cdled us by glory and virtue - i.e,, the knowledge of Jesus Christ
2. Aswill be seenin our next lesson, this knowledge is more than an academic, intellectua
knowledge, it is aknowledge borne of developing and experiencing life in Jesus

[Findly, consder one more “precious gift from God”...]

IV.EXCEEDINGLY GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES (4)

A. THEY ARE “EXCEEDINGLY GREAT AND PRECIOUS” BECAUSE...
1. Through them, we may be “partakers of the divine nature”’
a.  Wemay sharein things rdated to the nature of God!
b. One of these has dready been mentioned in our text: Hisdivine power! -2 Pe 1:3
2. Through them, we have “escaped the corruption that isin the world through lugt”
a.  We cannot escape such “corruption” on our own
b. But through these “great and precious” promises, we have done so!

B. A SAMPLING OF THESE “PRECIOUSPROMISES” ...
1. Promisesalready received:
a. Theforgivenessof Sns
1) Promised by the prophets - Ac 10:43
2) Received upon obedience to the gospel - Ac 2:38; 22:16
b. Thegift of the Holy Spirit
1) Promised by Jesus-Jn 7:37-39
2) Received upon obedience to the gospel - Ac 2:38; 5:32; Ep 1:13-14; Ga 4:6
c. Theassurance of God's care and strength
1) Promised by God Himsdlf - 1sa 41:10
2) Enjoyed by thosein Chrigt -1 Co010:13; He 13:5-6
2. Promisesyet to bereceived:
a. Theredemption of our body, a the Resurrection - Ro 8:23; 1 Co 15:50-53
b. Theinheritance that is reserved in heaven - 1 Pe 1:3-4
c. The new heavens and new earth - 2 Pe 3:13

CONCLUSION

1. All these promises are “exceedingly greet and precious,” yet Peter seems to have in mind those
promises alr eady received...
a. Such astheforgiveness of sns, and the gift of the Holy Spirit
b. For through such promises we have aready...
1) Become “partakers of the divine nature’ - e.g., Ro 5:1-2
2) “Escaped the corruption thet isin the world through lug” - e.g., Ro 8:1-2
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2. But having received these promises does not ensure that we will receive those that pertain to the
future...
a. Thereisthered danger of apostasy - cf. 2 Pe 2:20-22
b. Thusthe need for the warning at the close of thisepidle - cf. 2 Pe 3:17

3. Toremain fathful to the Lord, then, let us never forget these “ Precious Gifts From God” ...
a. A preciousfaith like Peter's
b. Grace and peace multiplied
c. All thingsthet pertain to life and godliness
d. Exceedingly great and precious promises

Have you received those precious promises proclaimed on the Day of Pentecost? - cf. Ac 2:36-39
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ

2 Peter 1:5-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previouslesson (“ Precious Gifts From God”), we noticed that a certain “knowledge” isthe
source of wonderful blessings...
a. Grace and peace is multiplied “in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord” - 2 Pe 1:2
b. All thingsthat pertain to life and godliness are given “through the knowledge of Him who cdled
usby glory and virtue” - 2 Pe 1:3

2. Also noted was how Peter closes his epistle with this admonition:

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

-2Pe3:18

3. Thisrases severd questions...
a. What doesit mean to “grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”?
b. How can we be sure that we are growing in this “knowledge™?
c. Why is Peter so concerned that we grow in this “knowledge™?

[In 2 Pe 1:5-11, we find the answers to these questions, and in this lesson we shdl examine this passage
closaly (read). [Firgt, consider...]

. WHAT GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST INVOLVES

A. THE DEVELOPMENT OF EIGHT GRACES...
1. These“graces’ aeligedin 2 Pe 1:5-7
2. Briefly defined...

a

@0 oo0C

h

Faith is*conviction, strong assurance”

Virtue is“mord excellence, goodness’

Knowledge is*correct ingght”

Self-control is“sdf-discipline”

Per severance is*“bearing up under trids”
Godlinessis“godly character out of devotion to God”
Brotherly kindnessis“love toward brethren”

L ove is*“active goodwill toward those in need”

3. Noticecarefully 2 Pe 1:8

a

b.

We mugt “abound” in these eight “graces’
Only then can it be said that we are “growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt”

4. Thereforeit ismore than Smply increasing our “intellectud” knowledge of Jesus Chrigt!

a

b.

Though such knowledge has a place, it isjust one of the graces necessary

Peter istaking about growing in afull and per sonal knowledge of Jesus Christ

1) Which comes by developing the “Chrigt-like” attributes defined above

2) Themore we grow in these “graces’, the more we redly “know” Jesus (for Heis
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the perfect personification of these “graces’)

That it involves more than intellectual knowledge is aso evident from the Greek word used

for knowledgein 2 Pe 1:2-3, 8

a Theword is epignosis {ep-ig’-no-sis}, meaning “to become thoroughly acquainted
with, to know thoroughly, to know accurately, know wel” (T hayer)

b. Such knowledge comes only as we demonstr ate these “Christ-like graces’ in our lives

B. IN CONJUNCTION WITH EACH OTHER...

1.

2.

3.

Notice the word “add” (or “supply”) in2 Pe 1.5
a. Before each grace mentioned, the word isimplied
b. Theword in Greek is epichor egeo {ep-ee-khor-ayg-eh'-o}
1) “Origindly, to found and support a chorus, to lead achair, to keep in tune”
2) “Then, to supply or provide’
c. Thisword therefore suggests the idea of “each grace working in harmony with the
othersto produce an overdl effect”
Notice aso the preposition “to” (or “in’) in 2 Pe 1:5-7
a. Thissuggests“each grace isto temper and make perfect the grace that goes before it
b. Toilludrae
1) “to knowledge (add) salf-control” - the grace of salf-control enables one to apply
properly the knowledge one has
2) “to sdf-control (add) perseverance’ - slf-contral in turn needs the qudity of
perseverance to be consistent day after day
Thus each grace is necessary!
a. They mus al be developed in conjunction with each other
b. We cannot be selective and just pick the ones we like and leave others behind

C. WITH DILIGENT EFFORT...

1.

absonN

Notice the word “diligence’ in 2 Pe 1:5,10

It means “earnestness, zed, sometimes with haste”’

To grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ requires much effort

We do not “accidentdly” or “naturdly” develop these graces!

If we are not careful, we may be like the teacher in the following illustration:

In his book Folk Psalms of Faith, Ray Stedman tells a story of a woman who had
been a school teacher for 25 years. When she heard about a job that would mean a
promotion, she applied for the position. However, someone who had been teaching
for only one year was hired instead. She went to the principal and asked why. The
principal responded, “ I’'m sorry, but you haven’t had 25 years of experience as you
claim; you've had only one year’s experience 25 times.” During that whole time the
teacher had not improved.

[We may have been Chrigtians for anumber of years. But unless we continue to grow, we are Smply
repeating the first year over and over again! Isthe effort worth it? In the context of this passage Peter
givesthreereasons why we should “give dl diligence’ to grow in this knowledge of Jesus Chrid...]

1. WHY WE SHOUL D BE GROWING IN THE KNOWL EDGE OF JESUS CHRIST
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. FAILURE TO GROW RESULTSIN SPIRITUALMYOPIA AND AMNESIA... (9)

1. Our rdigionis*“shortsighted” if we are not growing in this knowledge of Jesus- 2 Pe 1:9a
a. For what isthe ultimate objective of being a Chrigian?
b. Tobecomelike Chrigt! - cf. Ro 8:29; Co 3:9-11
c. Aswe have seen, thisiswhat it realy meansto grow in the knowledge of Christ

2. Falureto so grow is an indication that we forgot why we were redeemed by the blood of
Chrig inthefirst place! - 2 Pe 1:9b
a. Tohaveour ansforgiven, yes...
b. But then, that we might present oursaves to God and become what He wants usto be

- like His Son!

. WEWILL NEVER STUMBLE... (10)
. This does not mean we will never sn -2 Pe 1:10; cf. 1 Jn 1:8,10
. Theword “gumble” in Greek means “to fal into misery, become wretched; cf. the loss of

svation’ (Thayer)

. Wewill never sumble so asto fdl short of our ultimate salvation!
. Butthisistrue only if we are “giving dl diligence’ to grow in the knowledge of Christ and

thereby “making our cdling and eection sure’

. AN ENTRANCE INTO THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM WILL BE

ABUNDANTLY SUPPLIED... (11)
1. This“everlagting kingdont’ islikdly the “heavenly kingdoni’ referred to by Paul in 2 Ti 4:18
2. Inother words, the ultimate destiny of the redeemed!
3. Wha ismeant by theideaof an “abundant entrance’?
a. “Youmay be ableto enter, not as having escaped from a shipwreck, or from fire, but as
it werein triumph.” (Bengel)
b. By possessng the eight graces, we will be ableto live victorioudy in thislife and to
joyoudy anticipate what liesahead - cf. 2 Ti 4:6-8

CONCLUSION

1.

These three reasons should sufficiently motivate us to be diligent in growing in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ

Give dl diligence to make our caling and dection sure, by making every effort to add these graces
to our lives

Or have we forgotten that we were purged from our old Sns?
a. Wehave, if we are gpathetic in our desre to grow in these “graces’!

If 0, we need to repent and pray for forgiveness!

Are you growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord?
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Perspectives From An Aged Apostle
2 Peter 1:12-15

INTRODUCTION

1. When aperson facesimpending deeth, their mind usudly turns to thinking about things most
important to them

2. For example, when Jesus knew His degth was imminent, His prayer in John 17 reved s that the unity
of believerswas a great concernto Him - Jn 17:20-21

3. From our text for thislesson, it is evident that the apostle Peter knew his time on earth was short
-2Pel:12-15

4. What sort of things were on the mind of Peter a thistime? What did this apostle of our Lord
consider to be of great importance?

[There are severd things we can glean from this passage in answer to these questions, that | call
“Per spectives From An Aged Apostle”. For example, consider...]

I. HISPERSPECTIVE ON THE NEED TO BE REMINDED

A. PETER’S CONCERN...
1. Hedoes not want to be negligent in reminding them - 2 Pe 1:12
2. Hethinksit proper to remind them - 2 Pe 1:13
3. Heiseven taking steps to ensure that they are reminded after his deeth - 2 Pe 1:15

B. FREQUENT REMINDING CAN “STIR UP”" ...

1. Peter’sconcern is not areflection on their present condition - 2 Pe 1:13
a. Itisnot asthough they don't know what they should know
b. Itisnot asthough they weren't established in what they know

2. But thereisdwaysthe need to “dir up”
a. The Greek word isdiegeiro {dee-eg-i'-ro}, and means“ to wake fully, i.e. arouse

(lit. or fig.):--arise, awake, raise, stir up”

b. Thetendency isfor oneto become dack in their serviceto God
c. Somehow we need to be congtantly “aroused, awakened”
d. Being reminded of things that are important is one way to do thig

C. WAYSTO BE REMINDED (OR “STIRRED UP")...
1. Through frequent assembling with other Christians - He 10:24-25
2. Through daily Bible reading -- thisis how Peter continues to remind us after his death - cf.
2Pel:15

[Do we gppreciate the importance of being reminded, especidly of things pertaining to the Chrigtian life?
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May the concerns of an aged apostle help us to appreciate this need! Peter dso shares with us...]

II. HISPERSPECTIVE OF THE BODY AND DEATH

A. THEBODY ISA “TENT” ...

1.
2.

3.

4.

Peter views his body as a“tabernacle” (KJV) or “tent” (NKJV) - 2 Pe 1:13-14

In other words, atemporary housing for his“inner man” which continues after death - cf.
Mt 10:28

Doesthis not contradict the view of the “Jehovah' s Witnesses’, who claim that the body is
the soul, and not a housing for the soul?

Paul’ s concept of the body was the same as Peter’s - ¢f. 2 Co 5:1-8

B. DEATH IS“PUTTING OFF THE TENT”, AND “AN EXODUS" ...

1.

2.

Peter speaks of hisimpending desth, which the Lord had showed him - 2 Pe 1:14 (a
possible reference to Jn 21:18-197)

Hefirg describes hisdying as* | must put off my tent”

a. Agan, thisreflects his view of the body

b. And the differentiation between the soul (“I”) and the body (“my tent”)

In further describing his death, he uses the Greek word exodos {ex’-od-os} - 2 Pe 1:15
a. Whichmeans* an exit, i.e. (fig.) death:--decease, departing”

b. Itisthe sameword used to describe the Isragl’ s “exodus” from Egyptian bondage

c. Far from viewing desth as an end, Peter seesit as aan exit from one world to the next

[Our apprehension of dying can be lessened if we adopt this aged apostle’s view of the body and degth.
It can certainly help keep things in proper perspectivel Findly, let’ stry to glean from our text...]

[11.HISPERSPECTIVE ASTO WHAT ISREALLY IMPORTANT

A.

TWICE, PETER REFERSTO “THESE THINGS” ...

1.
2.

“I will not be negligent to remind you dways of these things” - 2 Pe 1:12
“I will be careful to ensure that you dways have areminder of these things” - 2 Pe 1:15

-- What are “these things” that Peter is so concerned about?

GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST ...

1.
2.

3.

“Thesethings” must refer to what Peter had described in previous verses
Which we saw in our previous lesson dedt with “Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus
Chrig” - 2 Pe 1:5-11
Does this not say something about the importance of our previous study?
a. Peter knew histime on earth was short, that death was imminent
b. Inwhat time he had l&ft, he wanted to remind them of that which was most important
c. Evenhislagt wordsin this epistle come back to thistheme - 2 Pe 3:18
d. Itisevident, then, that “growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ” as defined by Peter in
ver ses 5-11 should be of utmost importance to the Chrigtian!
1) Other things certainly have their place (e.g., the identity, organization, work, and
worship of the church)
2) Butif thereisto be apriority for the growing Chritian, let it be that which Peter
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was most concerned about during his fina days on earth!

CONCLUSION

1. | have often benefited greetly from the time spent visiting with aged saints, who knew that their time
on earth was short...
a. They were often prone to speak of noble themes, such as the meaning of life and death, and
what was redly important in life
b. Their perspective on things was sharpened, both by their experience and by the redization that
lifeisbut a vepor

2. What aprivilege it must have been for those Christians in the first century who were around Peter as
his end drew near!
a Tobeableto gt at hisfeet, and listen to his words of exhortation and warning
b. To receve counsd from one who knew our Lord intimatdy, and served Him long and faithfully

3. Fortunately for us, Peter was indeed “careful to ensure that you dways have areminder of these
things™ after his decease, and we have that reminder in his epistles!

Will we take advantage of the “ Per spectives Of An Aged Apostle”, and dlow his“reminders’ to tir
usup?
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The Foundation For Our Precious Faith
2 Peter 1:16-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Wesaw inour firgt lesson that this Second Epistle of Peter was addressed to “those who have
obtained like precious fath with us” - cf. 2 Pe 1:1

2. We dso pointed out that the “precious faith’ is most likely the persond conviction or trust in Jesus
Christ one must have in order to be pleasing to God

3. But upon what foundation does our “precious faith’ in Christ rest?
a. Isitjug “blind fath’, or perhaps credulity on our part?
b. Whilethat may bethe casefor some, it is certainly not what the apostles expected or even
desired

4. Beginning with the first sermon on the Day of Pentecost, and continued throughout their preaching
and teaching, the apostles gppeaed to two lines of evidences upon which our faith isto rest...
a. Thetestimony of gpostolic eyewitnesses - eg., Ac 2:32; 3:14-15; 5:30-32; 10:39-43; 13:
30-31
b. Thetestimony of Old Testament prophecy - eg., Ac 2:25-31; 3:22-24; Ac 10:43; 13:32-41;
17:2-3

5. Eveninthis Second Epistle, we find Peter referring to these “two lines of evidence” as we consider
the text for our sudy - 2 Pe 1:16-21

[This passage should help to reinforce the validity of our faith in Jesus, as that which is based upon a
solid foundation! For example, let’s consider more closely what Peter has to say abott...]

|. THETESTIMONY OF APOSTOLIC EYEWITNESSES (16-18)

A. THEIR TESTIMONY WASNOT “CUNNINGLY DEVISED FABLES" ...

1. Ortoputitasfound in other trandations:
a. “Wewere not following cleverly devised legends’ (Weymouth)
b. “For they were no fictitious stories that we followed” (Goodspeed)
c. “Itwasnot on tdes artfully spun that we relied” (NEB)

2. But aswe shdl seg, if what they claim did not happen, thisis the only reasonable dternative!
a. Either they weretdling the truth...
b. ...Or they were carefully and purposdy fabricating lied!

3. Why isthisthe only aternative? Because...

B. THEIR TESTIMONY WASTHAT OF “EYEWITNESSES” ...
1. They clamed to be “eyewitnesses’ of what they made known concerning Jesus’
coming and power!
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As “eyewitnesses’ they could not have been decealved...

a. Ther interaction with Jesus was too intimate

b. AsPeter said to the household of Corndlius “who ate and drank with Him after
Hearosefromthedead.” - Ac 10:41

c. AsJohnwratein hisfirg epigle “...which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life” - 1Jn 1.1

C. ASAMPLE OF THEIR “EYEWITNESSTESTIMONY" ...

1.

2.
3.

Peter refers to the event that occurred at “The Mount of Trandfiguration” - cf. Mt 17:1-9;
Mk 9:2-9; Lk 9:28-36
An event which depicted the power, mgesty, honor and glory Jesus had
Why this event as asample of thair testimony?
a. It certanly proclamsthe mgesty of Jesus
b. It cetainly illustrates the nature of their testimony...

1) They “saw” Jesustransfigured before them, and joined with Moses and Elijah

2) They “heard” the voice which came from the “Excdllent Glory’ (God the Father)
Thefact that this event, like many othersin the life of Jesus, was seen by a plurdity of
witnesses (“we were with Him”) serves to strengthen the force of their testimony

D. WHAT THISMEANS...

1.

2.

Peter and the rest of the gpodties redlly leave us with only two possibilities

a. Either they aretdling the truth about Jesus...

b. ...Orthey did the very thing that Peter denied in this passage (“follow cunningly devised
fables’)!

Which is more reasonable, to believe the gpostles told the truth, or were blatant liars,

frauds, and deceivers?

a. Inthe context of the livesthey lived, the suffering they endured, the scriptures they Ieft
behind, thereis only reasonable concluson...

b. ..They werein fact “eyewitnesses of His mgesty’!

[ The foundation of our precious faith, then, rests upon the testimony of the gpostles. Even Jesusredized
thiswould be the case (cf. Jn 17:20). But there is even more that serves to support our faith in Jesus
Christ...]

II. THE TESTIMONY OF DIVINELY ORIGINATED PROPHECY (19-21)

A. “WE ALSO HAVE THE PROPHETIC WORD MADE MORE SURE" ...

1.

2.

The reference here isto the prophecies of the Old Testament

a. Which bore witness to the coming Messiah - eg., 1sa 9:6-7; 53:1-12

b. To which the apostles often gppeaed in ther efforts to convince others that Jesus was
the Christ - eg., Ac 17:2-3

These prophecies have been “ made more sure’ by thar very fulfillment in Jesud

a. Beforethar fulfillment, one could only hope such words were redlly from God

b. Inther fulfillment, our faithis not only strengthened in the subject of such prophecies
(Jesus Chrigt), but in the origin of the prophecies themselved
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3. Itisthese fulfilled prophecies which serve to support our fath...

B. “WHICH YOU DOWELL TOHEED ASA LIGHT THAT SHINES..
1. Though fulfilled, Chrigtians should gtill carefully study the Old Testament Scriptures
2. BEven as Paul commanded Timothy todo -2 Ti 3:14-15
3. Forthervdueislike*alight that shinesin a dark place’
a. Like gpoogtadlic tesimony, they help to confirm our faith in Jesus
b. They dso help the Christian become “wise for salvation through faith which isin Chrigt
Jesus” - cf. 2 Ti 3:15
c. They aretherefore a source for developing patience, comfort and hope - cf. Ro 15:4
4. And they will serve such purpose “ until the day dawns and the morning star risesin
your hearts’
a. A likely reference to the coming of our Lord, described by John as “the Bright and
Morning Star” - cf. Re 22:16
b. Whaose coming will be seen by dl (“every eyewill see Him”), but will be appreciated
mog fully “in the hearts’ of those who anxioudy await Him!

C. UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGIN OF PROPHECY ...
1. To appreciate the vaue of prophecy in supporting our faith, it isimportant to know how
prophecy originates
2. AsPeer explans..
a. “no prophecy of Scriptureisof any private interpretation”
1) Thisphraseisdifficult, and has been varioudy trandated:
a) “No prophecy of scripture isameatter of one’s own interpretation’” (RSV; cf.
KJV, NKJV, NASB, and JB)
b) “No prophecy of Scripture ever came about by a prophet’s own ideas’ (SEB;
cf. NIV)
2) | believe both theimmediate context (v. 21) and the remote context (1 Pe 1:10-12)
of Peter’s comments support the latter trandation (b)
b. “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit”
1) Thisexplanswhat Peter meant in ver se 20
2) Thusthe prophecies of the Old Testament were not the views or concepts of mere
men, but the expressions of Spirit-inspired spokesmen for God!
3. Redizing this, their fulfilled prophecies serve to srengthen our faith...
a. Our faith in the Old Testament as the inspired word of God!
b. Our fath in Jesus asthe Messiah, of Whom the inspired prophets wrote!

CONCLUSION

1. Indeed, our fathiscertainly “precious”, because it rests upon the weighty testimony of ...
a. Apostolic eyewitnesses
1) Who saw and heard the things Jesus did
2) Who despite greet suffering never recanted their testimony
b. Divindy inspired prophecy
1) Spokenin ages past by men moved by the Spirit of God
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2) Confirmed to be true by their fulfillment
2. Suchfathisnot blind or credulous, but a conviction based upon solid evidence!
3. Isthisthe sort of faith in Jesus you have? It should be, for by such faith you can have...
a Eternd life- cf. Jn 20:30-31
b. Remissonof dns- cf. Ac 10:43

But it must 0 be an obedient faith (cf. Ro 1:5; 6:17; 16:26), and the first steps of faith are clearly
outlined by Jesus and His gpodtles... - cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:36-38
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The Destructiveness Of False Teachers
2 Peter 2:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. | suggested in the first lesson of this series that the theme of 2nd Peter could be * Bewar e, But
Grow’, based upon Peter’ s concluding remarksin 2 Pe 3:17-18

2. Aswe enter the second chapter, we find Peter’ s attention turned to false teachers, and the need
to beware of them...
a. Just asthere were false prophets in Old Testament times, we can expect false teachers in
ourday -2Pe2:1
b. Theterm for “faseteacher” is pseudodidaskal os {psyoo-dod-id-as’-kal-os} and is defined
as “aspurious teacher, i.e. propagator of erroneous Christian doctrine:--false teacher”
1) IntheBible thetermisfound only in this passage
2) Peter’suseof it and his description of these “fase teachers’ throughout this chapter strongly
suggests that:
a) It means more than smply someone who happens to teach error out of ignorance of the
truth (such as someone sincerely mistaken)
b) He hasin mind those who know full well what they are doing and are purposdly trying
to midead others!

3. Whileit may be true there are “blind leeders of the blind” (Mt 15:13-14), Peter is not describing
“blind leaders’ per se, but individuas much more snister!

[In thislesson we shdl consider the firgt three verses of this chapter, in which we learn about “ The
Destructiveness Of False Teachers”. Beginning with...]

|. THEIR DESTRUCTIVE HERESES

A. DEFINING “HERESY” ...
1. Thewordin Greek ishairesis {hah'-ee-res-is} which means.
a. Choosing, choice
b. That whichischosen
c. A body of men following their own tenets (sect or party), used of:
1) The Sadducees- Ac5:17
2) ThePharisees-Ac 15:5
3) The Chrigians - Ac 24:5
d. Dissendonsarisng from diverdity of opinions and ams (eg., denominationd divison as
it exigs today)
2. It not only refersto a“sect” or “party”, but sometimes to the doctring(s) that produce the
divison
3. That seemsto betheway Peter usesit here: referring to the doctrines the false teachers
would “bring in” that would cause divison
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B. “EVEN DENYING THE LORD WHO BOUGHT THEM ...” (1)

1.

This may refer to aether:

a.  What their doctrine promoted

b. What their doctrine produced in those who followed it

We know that soon after Peter wrote there were those (precursors of the “Gnostics’) who

literdly denied some things about the Lord - ¢f. 2.Jn 7

Were these “fdse teachers’ a one time true Chrigtians?

a. The phrase “who bought them’ certainly suggests 0! - ¢f. Ac 20:28; 1 Co 6:20; 1 Pe
1:18-19

b. They arelater described as those who had “escaped the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior...” - 2 Pe 2:20

C. WHY THEIR DOCTRINESARE “DESTRUCTIVE”... (2)

1.

2.

Because “ many will follow their destructive ways” ...

a. Ingtead of following the Lord asthey should

b. Whoisthe only way of sdvation

C. Thus separaing themsdves from the true source of salvation

Because of them “the way of truth will be blasphemed’

a. Thosein the world will spesk evil of those who professto follow Chrigt, thinking false
teachers represent Chrigtianity (“If that iswhat it meansto be Chrigtian...”)

a.  Or they will speek evil of the divisons that will occur (“Hey, if you Chridtians have the
truth, why can't you agree on what it is?”)

[Knowing that such “fase teachers’ will come, and that their doctrines will be destructive, what
indications can we look for to be able to identify them? Peter describesfor us...]

II. THEIR DESTRUCTIVE METHODS

A. THEY WILL WORK “SECRETLY”... (1)

1.
2.

3.

4,

“..who will secretly bring in destructive heresies’

Knowing that error cannot stand the light of the truth, they will resort to working “behind the
scenes’

Truth has nothing to fear from investigation, o if one believes they have the truth they will
not object to open and fair evauation

If ateacher isnot willing to let his doctrine be examined openly by others, let that be a
warning 9gn!

B. THEY WILL APPEAL TO “COVETOUSNESS' ... (3)

1.
2.

3.
4,

“By covetousness they will exploit you...”

Trained in covetousness themsdlves, they will dlure through this “lust of the fled” - cf. 2 Pe
2:14,18

They will offer things that the flesh often desires. wedth, hedth, power, influence

Sounds alot like the “gospe of hedth and wedth’, doesn't it?

C. THEY WILL USE “DECEPTIVE WORDS'... (3)

The Second Epistle Of Peter 18



NP

Mark A. Copeland

“...they will exploit you with deceptive wor ds”

Peter later adds “...they speak great swelling words of emptiness’ - cf. 2 Pe 2:18

They will be smooth talkers, who know exactly what they are doing: deceiving those who
follow them!

If aperson cannot give you “book, chapter, and verse’, but must apped to alot of
“theologica mumblejumble”, watch out!

[With this awareness of the false teachers “modus operandi”, we are less likely to be deceived by
them. Of course, being well-grounded in the truth of the gospd isthe best protection against being
mided! Findly, we notice that Peter describes...]

[II.THEIR DESTRUCTIVE END

A. THEY WILL “BRING ON THEMSELVES SWIFT DESTRUCTION" ... (1)

1.
2.

Not only will their doctrines destroy others, but themsalves as well

When the destruction comes, it will be “swift”

a. How often have we seen the world of the “false teacher” fal apart so quickly!

b. E.g., asinthecaseof Jm Bakker and Jmmy Swaggart

While their destruction will be swift when it is“executed”, the execution itsef may not come
as quickly as we might like, which may explain why Peter goes on to reassure tht...

B. “THEIR JUDGMENT HASNOT BEEN IDLE, AND THEIR DESTRUCTION
DOESNOT SLUMBER...” (3)

1.

2.
3.

4.

When there are “fdse teachers’, God is not idle, nor does He dumber when it comesto
their judgment and destruction

As Peter goes on to describein 2 Pe 2:4-9, God did not spare those who were guilty

But He may choose to delay the execution of judgment upon the ungodly, if He feds that by
doing so some may repent - cf. 2 Pe 3:7-9

But when the time is right, judgment and destruction will be swift! - eg., 2 Pe 3:10

CONCLUSION

1. Thisisnot the end of Peter’ s discourse concerning “fase teachers’, for he will have more to say
concerning...
a. The Doom Of False Teachers - 2 Pe 2:4-9
b. The Depravity Of False Teachers- 2 Pe 2:10-17
C. The Deceptions Of False Teachers - 2 Pe 2:18-22
-- TheLord willing, we shal consder each of these things in future lessons

2. Butinconddering “ The Destructiveness Of False Teachers”, we have been warned such
teachers exist and that if we are not careful, we will “follow their destructive ways’!

The only sure prevention is to follow Him who is “the way, the truth, and the life”, and to “continue
deadfagtly in the gpostles’ doctrine” - cf. Jn 14:16; Ac 2:42
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The Doom Of False Teachers
Peter 2:4-9

INTRODUCTION

1.

In warning that “false teachers’ will arise, leading many to follow their destructive ways, Peter dso

spoke of their coming judgment...

a. “..bring on themsdves swift destruction” - 2 Pe 2:1

b. “for along time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not dumber.” - 2 Pe
2:3

Toilludrate that the “fase teachers’ face certain condemnation, Peter gives three examples of the
righteous judgment of God in the past...

a Theangdswhosnned -2 Pe2:4

b. Theancient world - 2 Pe 2.5

c. Thedcities of Sodom and Gomorrah - 2 Pe 2:6-9

In thislesson...

a. Wewill briefly review what is known about these three “case histories” of divine judgment

b. And offer hope by noticing Peter’ s observations concerning the righteous who found themselves
in the midgt of these judgments

[Let’ sbegin, then, by reviewing the firs “case history”...]

THE ANGELSWHO SINNED (4)

A. VERY LITTLEISACTUALLY SAID ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCESOF THE
ANGELS' SIN...
1. Jude makesreferencetoitin hisepisle-Ju 6
a.  Somehow, some angels “did not keep their proper domain”
b. They “left their own habitation”
2. A common interpretation is thet this refers to what isfound in Gen 6:1-4
a. Where “sons of God” istaken to refer to angels (asused in Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7)
b. Insupport of thisinterpretation (cf. Expositor’ s Bible Commentary)...
1) It was common in Jewish literature (Enoch 6:2; 1 QapGen cal. 2)
2) Thethree examples (angels, FHood, and cities of the plain) al come one after
another in the early chapters of Genesis
c. Inrebuttd (cf. The New Testament Commentary, Kistemaker)...
1) Theangdsare spiritua beings without physical bodies and are incapable of
procregtion
2) Jesustaught that at the resurrection, people, like the angelsin heaven “neither marry
nor be given in marriage” - Mt 22:30
d. Butthen again, it might be asked...
1) If angels could take on bodiesto est, why not to procreste? - cf. Gen 18:1-8
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2) Theseareangeswho “left ther proper domain”, could not what Jesus said be true
only of angels who are not rebellious?
3. Anocther view isthat the sn of angdsis something that took place before The ...
a. Asvividly portrayed in John Milton' s “Paradise Lost”
b. The scripturd evidenceis very vague, dependent upon passages that may be taken out
of context

B. WHAT ISVERY CLEAR ARE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ANGELS’
JUDGMENT...!
1. God did not spare them, “ but cast them down to hell”

a. Theword for “hdl” istartaroo {tar-tar-o'-o}

b. “Tartarus, thought of by the Greeks as a subterranean place lower than Hades
where divine punishment was meted out, was so regarded in Jewish apocalyptic
aswell” (BAG, p. 813)

c. Peter may have smply chosen to use this well-known concept to convey the point that
the angels are in a place of torment

2. God “delivered them to chains of darkness’
a. TheNIV says“gloomy dungeons’, which is apossible trandation
b. Jude describesit as “everlasting chains under darkness’ - Ju 6

3. Therethey remain, “reserved for judgment”

a  AsJudeputsit: “for the judgment of the great Day”’ - Ju 6

b. Smilar to the description of Jesusin Lk 16:19-31, where the wicked rich man wasin
torment awaiting the judgment a the Last Day

[Peter’ s argument here is “from the greater to the lesser”: If God did not spare angels who behed His
glory when they sinned, He will certainly punish false teachers who purposdly lead His people astray!
And now, our next “case history”...]

II. THE ANCIENT WORLD (5)

A. GOD USED THE FLOOD TO JUDGE THE UNGODLY....
1. The*ancient world” isthat antediluvian world described in Gen 6:5-7, 11-12
a. Inwhich “the wickedness of man was greet in the earth’
b. Where“every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continualy”
c. And where the earth was “corrupt before God” and “filled with violence’
d. Which so grieved God that He found it necessary to destroy both man and beast
2. Agan, Peter’ sargument is “from the greater to the lesser”...
a. If God destroyed the whole world because of their ungodliness
b. Will he not destroy these fa se teachers who “deny the Lord who bought therm’?

B. BUT GOD SPARED NOAH...
1. Thesame flood used to destroy the world was used to spare Noah! - cf. 1 Pe 3:20
2. Hereiswhere we begin to find comfort for those who find themselves surrounded by the
ungodly...
a. God took notice of Noah - cf. Gen 6:8; 7:1
b. Noah was one who waked with God, even in the midst of a perverse generation
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c. Hewasa“preacher of righteousness’, both in deed and word
3. Sowhile God was bringing judgment upon the ungodly ...

a. Hedid not lose sght of the godly!

b. He provided for their deiverance from the judgment that came!

[In thisway we are encouraged to remain faithful in two ways. not only will God bring doom upon the
“fdseteachers’, but He will preserve those who remain faithful. Thistwofold assuranceis continued as
we congder thefind “case history”...]

III.THE CITIESOF SODOM AND GOMORRAH (6-9)

A. GOD TURNED THEM INTO ASHES...

1. Thisjudgment isdescribed vividly in Gen 19:24-28

2. Why thisterrible judgment?
a  Jude saysit was because they had “given themsdalves over to sexud immordity and gone

after srangefled’ - Ju 7

b. TheLORD sad it was“because thar snisvery grievous” - Gen 18:20
c. Weseasampleofitin Gen 19:4-11

3. Both Peter and Jude make the point that Sodom and Gomorrah are an “example”
a.  Anexample “to those who afterward would live ungodly” - 2 Pe 2:6
b. Anexample of those “suffering the vengeance of eternd fire’ - Ju 7

B. BUT GOD DELIVERED RIGHTEOUSLOT...
1. Hereisanother example of how God does not lose sight of His faithful when He brings
judgment upon the ungodly
2. Lot wasddivered because...
a. Hewas“righteous”, an adjective used three times by Peter:
1) “righteousLot” - 2 Pe2:7
2) “that righteous man’ - 2 Pe 2:8
3) “hisrighteoussoul” - 2 Pe 2:8
b. He"was oppressed with the filthy conduct of the wicked”
c. Hissoul was “tormented...from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds’
3. LikeNoah, Lot had been “righteous before Mein this generation” - cf. Gen 7:1

C. THISLEADSPETER TO SUMMARIZE THISSECTION IN VERSE 9...
1. “TheLord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations...”
a. Asshown in the example of Noah and Lot
b. Thisshould encourage us to remain faithful to the Lord
2. “..andto resarve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment”
a. Asillugrated in the three cases we have considered
b. Notethat the unjust are reserved “ under punishment” for the day of judgment
1) Thissuggests that the wicked are tormented during the “intermediate Sate”’
between death and the resurrection
2) Asillugrated in the story of the rich man and Lazarus - cf. Lk 16:19-31
c. Should this not warn those who may be tempted to follow after “fase teachers’?
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CONCLUSION

1. Peter isnot through with hiswarnings about “false teachers’...
a. Having decribed their “destructiveness’ - 2 Pe 2:1-3
b. And confirming thar “doom” - 2 Pe 2:4-9
...he has more to say about their “depravity” and their “deceptions” in the rest of this chapter

2. But wha can we conclude from this section of scripture?
a. Thejudgment and destruction of “fase teachers’ does not “dumber”; God' s judgmentsin the
past guarantee thet there is “the day of judgment” in the future!
b. Thosewho remain faithful to the Lord will be spared like Noah and Lot were!

3. Sowhen we find oursalves...
a. “oppressed with thefilthy conduct of the wicked”
b. “tormented...from day to day by seeing and hearing lawless deeds’
...l0ok to the Lord for His judgment and ddliverance!

“Our Father in heaven...ddiver us from the evil one”! - cf. Mt 6:9-13
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The Depravity Of False Teachers
2 Peter 2:10-17

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhisdiscourse againg “fase teachers’, Peter has written strongly and harshly againgt these
individuas...
a. They will bring in “destructive heresies’, and bring on themselves and those who follow them
“degtruction” - 2 Pe 2:1-3
b. Their doom iscertain, for God knows how “to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day
of judgment”, asillusrated by the examplesin 2 Pe 2:4-9

2. Why such strong words? |s Peter judtified in writing o harshly againg these “false teachers™?

3. Theanswer is“yes’, for by ingpiration Peter knows the true extent to which these depraved
individuas have fdlen...
a. Agan, these“faseteachers’ are not just people who in their ignorance are guilty of teaching
error
b. Rather, they are very much aware of their deceptions and what they are doing!

[In our text for this lesson, we learn from Peter just how seriousis“ The Depravity Of False
Teachers”. For example..]

. THEY “REVILE” AGAINST THOSE IN AUTHORITY (10-12)

A. NOTICE THEIR CHARACTER...
1. They “wak according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness’ - 10
2. They are“presumptuous, sef-willed” -10
3. By sowaking after the flesh, they became little more than “naturd brute beasts’ - 12

B. INTHISCONDITION...
1. They “despiseauthority” - 10
a. They do not appreciate the principles of authority and submission - cf. 1 Pe 2:13-17
b. They fed no need to submit to those over them
2. They “arenot afraid to speak evil of dignitaries’ - 10
a. Theword for “dignitaries’ isdoxa {dox’-ah} and literally means“glories’
b. It can refer to human dignitaries such as church or civic leaders, but dso celetid beings
(such as good and fdlen angels)
c. Thecontext of verse 11 and the pardld passagein Ju 8-9 suggedtsthat falen angds
(those mentioned in 2 Pe 2:4) may be the “dignitaries’ spoken of here
d. Thusin someway these individuaswould spesk derogatorily of “fdlen angds’,
something even angds “greater in power and might” would not do!
3. They “speak evil of thethingsthey do not understand” -12
a.  Once again Peter’ s chargeisthat they “spesk evil”
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b. The charge gppearsto bein the way they speak, even of fallen angels...
1) With an attitude of despite towards those in authority
2) When they redly are not in a podition to know the whole situation

c. With such arrogance and evil speaking, they corrupt themselved - Ju 10

[If the Scriptures condemn those who spesk evil of “falen angds’, what does that say of those who
ek evil of “fdlen individuds”, whether they be church or civic leaders? May Peter’ swords
encourage us to be very careful about such things. The depravity of these “fase teachers’ is seen
further aswe consider how...]

II. THEY “REVEL” WITH GREAT PLEASURE (13-14)

A. THEY LOVETO “CAROUSE" ...

1. Theword “carouse” (or “revel”, the KJV uses “riot” and “sporting”) refers to extreme
indulgence in sensud pleasures, disspation

2. They count it pleasure to “carouse in the daytime” - 13
a. Thisisnot to suggest that it isdl right to carouse a night
b. But just demongirates how depraved these individuals are!

3. Like“spots and blemishes’, they carouse in their deceptions “while they feast with you’
-13
a. They take advantage of gatherings with Chrigtians
b. Thisthey do with skillful deception

B. FOR THEY HAVE CORRUPTED “EYES’ AND “HEART" ...
1. Ther eyesare“full of adultery” (cf. Mt 5:28) - 14
a. “that cannot cease from Sn” (this spesks of their depravity)
b. *“...beguiling undable souls” (taking advantage of the immature)
2. Ther heatis“trained in covetous practices’ - 14
a. They are Killed in how to get what they want
b. Andwhat they want dl pertainsto the flesh! (asimplied by the term “adultery”)

[In such depravity they have truly become * accur sed children’ (14). That they are even described as
“accursed children’ is another indication that these “false teachers’ were once true Chrigtians - cf.
“denying the Lord who bought them?” (1) and “after they have escaped the pollutions of the world...”
(20). Ancther such indication is seen as we consider our last point concerning the depravity of these
faseteachers...]

[II.THEY “REVOLT” AGAINST THE RIGHT WAY (15-16)

A. “THEY HAVE FORSAKEN THE RIGHT WAY AND GONE ASTRAY...”
1. Itishard to forsake what you never had, or to go astray if you were never in the right way
2. Thereforethis phrase of Peter...
a. Lends support to the idea that these “fa se teachers’ were erring Chrigtians
b. Sadly adds to the description of how far one cdl fall from the Lord

B. “FOLLOWING THE WAY OF BALAAM..
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=

Like the prophet Baaam, they were swayed by the “wages of unrighteousness’
2. Here Peter is evidently making aplay on words, for he used the same phrase earlier in a
totdly different way
a. Inverse 13, the “wages of unrighteousness’ refers to the eter nal compensation one
recaives for their ans (condemnation)
b. Inverse 15, the “wages of unrighteousness’ refers to the momentary compensation
one recaves for therr ans (money, fulfillment of fleshly desires)
3. But remember that Balaam was rebuked and restrained by a dumb donkey who spoke
- Num 22:22-35
4. How much more should we take heed when it is the voice of an inspired apostie (Peter)
who seeks to rebuke and restrain the madness of “false teachers’!

CONCLUSION (17)

1. Inverse 17, we are given two illugtrations that describe the depravity of these fase teachers...
a. They are”wedlswithout water”
b. They are“cloudscarried by atempest”
-- Both illudrations describe things which promise much (i.e., water), but ddiver nothing!

2. Soitiswith these “false teachers’, who while promising much, are so depraved themselves that
there is only one thing awaiting them...
a. “towhom the gloom of darknessisreserved forever”
b. I.e, the same judgment given to the angeswho sinned - cf. 2 Pe 2:4
-- How ironic, that these individuals who were so bold to revile falen angels, will suffer the same
punishment!

3. Peter will have more to say about these false teachersin the find section of this chapter, especidly
with regards to their “deceptions” and how they fail to ddiver what they promise

In the meantime, remember that it is not sufficient to just “beware” of fase teachers, we must dso being

“growing” in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Chrigt (2 Pe 3:17-18). Isthisthe case with you...?
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The Deceptions Of False Teachers
2 Peter 2:18-22

INTRODUCTION

1. Peter’'swarning againg “fase teachers’ hasto this point included a description of:
a. The dedtructiveness of fase teachers- 2 Pe 2:1-3
b. The doom of fase teachers - 2 Pe 2:4-9
c. Thedepravity of false teachers- 2 Pe 2:10-17

2. Verse 17 summarizes their depravity by describing them as...
a “welswithout water”
b. “clouds caried by atempest”
...that while they promise much, they do not truly ddiver what they promise

3. Thusthey are “deceptive”, and the deceptions of false teachers become even more apparent aswe
consider the last section of chapter two

[Verses 18-22 vividly depict the manner in which these “false teachers’ are deceptive, beginning
with...]

|. THEY ARE DECEPTIVE IN THEIR METHODS (18)

A. THEY USE DECEPTIVE WORDS...
1. Peter had warned earlier that “they will exploit you with deceptive words’ - 2 Pe 2:3
2. Now he saysthey “spesk great swelling words of emptiness’ - 2 Pe 2:18
a.  Using doquent speech that sounds impressive and promising
b. But lacking true substance

B. THEY ACTUALLY APPEAL TO THE FLESH...
1. So deceiving are these teachers, one may think that they are winning him over to their way
through their sound doctrines
2. But ther true dlurement isthrough “the lugts of the fles’
a.  Which could include such things as immordity, materidism, envy, pride - c¢f. Ga 5:
19-21; 1Jn 2:15-17
b. Thusthey offer promisesthat redly have their apped to what the flesh will gain
c. Isthisnot the case with those who promise “hedth and wedth’ with the gospe ?
3. Itiseven “through licentiousness’ that these teachers entice unstable souls...
a. Licentiousnessin the Greek isaselgeia {as-elg'-i-a} which means“unbridled lugt,
excess, licentiousness, |asciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness,
insolence’
b. They shamdedy flaunt their fleshly appeds, while passing it off as something proper
c. E.g., digplaying excessve wedth as something one might expect to receive as afollower
of ther teaching
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[ Through such deceptive methods, they seek to alure those who have “escagped from those who live in
error” (18b). Thisleads usto Peter’s next point...]

II. THEY ARE DECEPTIVE IN THEIR PROMISES (19)

A. THEY PROMISE “LIBERTY”,BUT THEY DON’T DELIVER...
1. Especdly if it isliberty from the “lugts of the fledT’
2. For aswe have seen, they make ther alurements through the “lugts of the fledi - cf. 2 Pe
2:1,18
3. Thusthey endave through the very thing they promise deliverance from!

B. THEY PROMISE “LIBERTY”, WHILE THEY THEMSELVESARE SLAVES...
1. They are“daves of corruption’ trying to promise what they don't have
2. Asevidence of ther “corruption”, we have aready seen...

a

@ P oo0C

They attempt to exploit through covetousness - 2 Pe 2:3

They “wak according to the flesh in the lugt of uncleanness’ - 2 Pe 2:10
They “despise authority” - 2 Pe 2:10

They “gpeak evil of the things they do not understand” - 2 Pe 2:12

They “count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime” - 2 Pe 2:13

They have “eyesfull of adultery and that cannot ceasefroman” - 2 Pe 2:14
They have “aheart trained in covetous practices’ - 2 Pe 2:14

3. Thus these teachers who promise liberty are themsalves...

a

b.

“overcome”
“brought into bondage”

4. Indeed, they are worse off now than before (20-22)

a

b.

Their latter end isworse than their beginning

It would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness - cf.
Lk 12:47-48

They have become like the dog returning to his vomit, and the washed sow walowing
aganinthe mirel

These |ast three verses raise a question that will be answered below

[Deceptive in both method and promise, we can appreciate why Peter would spend so much time
warning about them. Before concluding this lesson (and chapter), it might be prudent to attempt answer
two questions that are commonly raised by Peter’ s discourse on fase teachers...]

I11.CONCLUDING QUESTIONS

A. WERE THESE FALSE TEACHERSONCE TRUE CHRISTIANS...?
1. They were*denying the Lord who bought then? - 2 Pe2:1

a

b.

C.

These are souls who at one time had been “bought by the Lord”

Peter had written in hisfirst epistle that we are redeemed (bought back) by the precious
blood of Christ -1 Pe 1:18-19

Thus, these are souls who at one time were “blood bought individuds’

2. “They haveforsaken theright way and gone astray” - 2 Pe 2:15
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a. Theimplication here isthat they were once on the right way

b. Foritisimpossble to forsake something you never had, or to go astray if you were
adwayslost

3. “..they have escaped the pollutions of theworld through the knowledge of theLord

and Savior Jesus Chrigt, they are again entangled in them and overcome...” - 2 Pe

2:20

a. Compare “having escaped the corruption that isin the world through lust” - 2 Pe 1:4
1) What was said of Christians at the beginning of the epidtle...
2) ..isnow used to describe these fase teachers!

b. They had escaped the pollutions of the world “through the knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Chrigt” - 2 Pe 2:20
1) Remember that this “knowledge” indludes such things aslisted in 2 Pe 1:5-8
2) Through such “saving” knowledge, then, they had escaped, but are now endaved

agan
4. “..it hashappened to them according to thetrue proverb:” - 2 Pe 2:22

a. They like dogs have returned to what they had gotten rid of at one point, and are like a
washed sow returning to walowing in the mire

b. Sometry to say these proverbs reved that these fa se teachers were dways “dogs” and
“hogs’, never truly changed on theindde, which explains their returning to the vomit and
mire

c. Butintheoverdl context of this chapter, that seems to be straining the purpose of the
proverbs

[Of course, the question about these fa se teachers having been true Chrigtians at one time leads
right into another question...]

B. CANCHRISTIANSSIN SOASTOBE LOST...?
1. If these“false teachers’ were once true Chrigtians, the answer is clearly “yes’, for consider
their end...
a. “bring on themsalves swift destruction” - 2 Pe 2:1
b. “for along timether judgment has not been idie, and their destruction does not
dumbe” - 2 Pe2:3
c. “towhom the gloom of darknessisreserved forever” - 2 Pe 2:17
2. If theanswer is“no”, then why the warning by Peter in this epistie?
a. Why warn those who have “escaped from those who livein error”, if thereisno red
danger of becoming “overcome” and “brought into bondage” again? - 2 Pe 2:18-19
b. Why the concluding warning to “beware lest you dso fal from your own steadfastness,
being led away with the error of the wicked”, if it isimpossble for Christiansto fall
away?-2Pe3:17
3. But what about those verses that promise “the security of the believer”, such as Jn 10:
28-29?
a.  Such passages are promising assurance for the “bdiever”, i.e., onewho remains a
believer; if we remain faithful, our salvation is secure - cf. Re 2:10
b. But the Bible clearly warnsthat a“believer” can develop an evil heart of “unbdief’;
should that happen, the promises of assurance do not apply - cf. He 3:12-4:2
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CONCLUSION

1. Thevery red posshility of gpostasy and losing one’ s salvation hel ps us to understand the grave
concern expressed by Peter in hisepidtle...
a. Hebdieves Chrigians can “fdl from your own steadfastness’
b. He beieves Chrigtians can be “led away with the error of the wicked”

2. For these reasons he takes so much time describing the “false teachers’ who are losing their
sdvation and trying to take others with them!

3. Butif we can remember what Peter says about...
a. The destructiveness of false teachers
b. Thedoom of false teachers
c. The depravity of fase teachers
d. The deceptions of fase teachers
...then we are not likely to be swayed by such individuas

But “false teachers’ are not our only concern, we must be careful not to be deterred in our spiritua
pilgrimage by “scoffers’ dong theway. Such individuds Peter will addressin the next chapter...
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When People Scoff About The Lord’s Return
2 Peter 3:1-9

INTRODUCTION

1. A wonderful promise that serves to motivate Chrigtians towards godly living is that concerning our
Lord sreturn...
a. A promise made firgt by Jesus Himsdlf - Jn 14:1-3
b. A promise made a His ascension into heaven - Ac 1:9-11
c. A promise not far from the lips of devoted disciples...
1) “OLlord, come!” -1Co16:22
2) “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” - Re 22:20

2. Butitisdsoapromisethat some delight to scoff (i.e., to mock, deride, reproach, ridicule) - cf.
2Pe3:3-4

3. Aswe pdiently await the coming of the Lord, what can we do when faced by those who ridicule
the hope that we have?

4. Peter addressesthisconcernin 2 Pe 3:1-9, and will serve asthe basis for this |esson entitled:
“When People Scoff About TheLord’s Return”

[The key dement to dedling with such scoffers can be summarized in oneword: “remember”. This
becomes evident as we find Peter Stressing that we should firdt...]

|. REMEMBER THAT SCOFFERSARE TO BE EXPECTED (1-4)

A. ONCE AGAIN, WE SEE THE VALUE OF BEING REMINDED...
1. Ealierinthisepisle, Peter siressed his desre to remind them - 2 Pe 1:12-15
2. Now, hedoesit again -2 Pe 3:1-2
3. Inboth passages, hisdesreisto “gir up” their pure minds- 2 Pe 1:13; 3:1

B. WE ARE TO BE ESPECIALLY MINDFUL OF....
1. Thewords spoken before by the holy prophets
a. Peter may have reference to New Testament prophets
b. But he might dso be referring to Old Testament prophets, to whom we were told to
give heed earlier inthisepistle-2 Pe 1:19
2. Thecommandment of the apostles of the Lord and Savior
a. AstheLord s“ambassadors’ (cf. 2 Co 5:20), the apostles spesk for the Lord Himself
-cf.1Co 14:37
b. Therefore, we need to “continue steadfadtly in the apostles’ doctrine” - Ac 2:42

C. IFWE ARE MINDFUL OF THEIR WORDS, SCOFFERSWILL NOT BE
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UNEXPECTED...
1. Wewill know that they will come*in thelast days” - 2 Pe 3:3a
a. A referenceto the age of the Messiah
b.  Which began with Hisfirst coming, and will be culminated at His second coming - cf.
Ac 2:16-17; 1 Co0 10:11; He 1:1-2
c. Thuswe can expect scoffers at any time during the “Christian dispensation”
2. Wewill know the mativation behind their scoffing... - 2 Pe 3:3b
a. For they will be “walking according to their own lugs’
b. Knowing that coming of the Lord is designed to judge the ungodly, they “scoff” asa
way to soothe their guilty conscience
3. Wewill know the major argument they arelikely touse- 2 Pe 3:4
a. Ther argument will be: “dl things continue as they were...”
b. Anargument akin to the doctrine of “uniformitarianiam’

[Knowing that scoffers will come, and what their charges will be, we can prepare for it. But again, only
if wewill be sure to remember what the holy prophets and gpostles have said. For example, the apostle
Peter would have us...]

Il. REMEMBER THAT GOD’SWORD ISCONSISTENT (5-7)

A. THE SCOFFERSFORGET ABOUT THE FLOOD...
1. Inarguing that “dl things continue as they were from the beginning”, they overlook the fact
such was not the case with the flood - 2 Pe 3:5-6
2. Peter saysthey “willfully” forget...
a. They purposefully choose not to remember an event that proves their argument wrong
b. Of course, their desire is not to determine truth, but to judtify therr lifestyle
c. Many people today resort to the same tactics...
1) Conveniently ignore evidence that would wesken their case
2) Ridicule the oppogtion rather than deding with it fairly and serioudy

B. BUT THE FLOOD ISEVIDENCE OF THE CERTAINTY OF GOD’SWORD...

1. By God' sword, the world was once destroyed by “water” - 2 Pe 2:5-6

2. By the sameword (God' s word), the universeis “kept in store” (treasured up, reserved) for
“firg’ - 2 Pe 2:7

3. Thesame word that promised and carried through with the promise about the flood, is the
word that promises and will carry through about the Lord’ s coming and the conflagration to
accompany it

4. Since God kept Hisfirst promise to destroy the world, we can expect Him to keep His
present promise as well!

[“ But,” the scoffer might say, “ it has been so long since the promise was made!” Indeed, for us
today it has been nearly two thousand years since the promise of the Lord' s return and the world’s
destruction was made. But as Peter continues, we should...]

III.REMEMBER THAT GOD ISNOT AFFECTED BY TIME(8)
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A. UNLIKE MAN, GOD ISNOT A CREATURE OF TIME...

1. “with the Lord one day is as athousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

2. Thisisnot apassage reveding some sort of key to interpreting prophecy...
a. Such as, “aday in prophecy equds athousand yearsin fulfillment”
b. Forif so, then why could one just as easlly say “athousand yearsin prophecy equasa

day in fulfillment”?

c. Indeed, such efforts are a clear “twiding” (cf. 2 Pe 3:16) of this passage

3. Thepointisamply that timeisirrdevant to God

B. SOWHILEIT MAY HAVE BEEN TWO THOUSAND YEARS...
1. To God that is no different than two dayd - cf. Ps 90:4
2. Another two thousand years could pass, and God's Word would not be weakened at al...
a. It wastwo thousands years before God fulfilled His promise to Abraham (“in you dl
the families of the earth shall be blessed” - Gen 12:3)
b. Itwasa least four thousand years before He fulfilled His promise to the ser pent
(“And I will put enmity...between your seed and her Seed; He shadl bruise your head,
and you shdl bruiseHished.” - Gen 3:15)
3. Since God kept His promise about the first coming of Christ, we can expect Him to fulfill
the promise of His Son' s return!
4. Asfor the “times and seasons”, that should not be our concern - cf. Ac 1:7

[Findly, wewill not be moved by the scoffers arguments about the delay of the Lord' s return if we...]

IV.REMEMBER THAT GOD ISLONGSUFFERING, NOT SLACK (9)

A. SOME MIGHT THINK THE LORD ISSLACK CONCERNING HISPROMISE...
1. It has been nearly two thousand years since the promise was made
2. And while man might consider that dackness, there is another reason for the delay

B. THE LORD ISLONGSUFFERING, NOT WILLING THAT ANY PERISH...
1. WhileGodisajus God, Heisdso amerciful and loving God
2. WhileHisjustice requires “judgment and perdition of ungodly men’, Hislove and mercy is
willing to give them time to repent
3. Thisexplansthe Lord dday in returning: He has given every generation thet has lived
during the last two thousand years time to repent!
4. ThusHe has*“suffered long”, hoping that people will repent...
a. Such goodnessis designed to encourage people to repent - cf. Ro 2:4
b. But for those who despise His longsuffering...
1) They are“treasuring up...wrath in the day of wrah’ - cf. Ro 2:5-6
2) Just asthe Lord has “treasured up” the heavens and earth for fire a the day of
judgment - cf. 2 Pe 2.7

CONCLUSION

1. Peter will have more to say about “the day of the Lord” and what will occur when He comes again,
in the next section (2 Pe 3:10-13)
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2. But that we might not lose heart, nor be discouraged by the scoffers who will ridicule the idea of the
Lord sreturn, Peter has | eft these words by which we can “ stir up your pure minds by way of
reminder” - 2Pe3:1

3. Hasthe thought of the Lord's return and the day of judgment stirred you up?

a. Remember that the Lord wantsyou to be saved...
1) Hesent His Sonto diefor your Sins
2) He has ddayed the sending of His Son a second time, to give you time to repent

b. Remember, though, that in Hisjustice things are being “treasured up”
1) The heavens and earth are “kept in store” (treasured up) for the day of judgment
2) Those who despise God' s longsuffering are “treasuring up” for themselves “wrath in the day

of wrath and revelaion of the righteous judgment of God” - cf. Ro 2:5

c. How much better, then...
1) Toreceivethe“richesof Hisgrace’ in obedience to the gospel of His grace
2) Ingtead of receiving the “treasures of Hiswrath” to be given at the day of judgment!

As Peter said on the Day of Pentecost, “ Be saved from this perverse generation.” (Ac 2:40) The
context reveals how one might be saved - cf. Ac 2:36-41
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TheDay Of TheLord
2 Peter 3:10-13

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our previous study, we saw where Peter encouraged us not to be troubled by those who scoff at
the promise of the Lord' s return...

a.  Remember that scoffers are to be expected - 2 Pe 3:1-4

b. Remember that God' s Word is consgtent - 2 Pe 3:5-7

c. Remember that God is not affected by time-2 Pe 3:8

d. Remember that God is longsuffering, not dack - 2 Pe 3:9

Inverse 7, he briefly aluded to what will hgppen when the Lord returns.

“But the heavens and the earth which now exist are kept in store by the same
word, reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.”

Itisnow in ver ses 10-13 that Peter describes our Lord’s coming in greater detall...
a. Aneven that iscaled “the day of the Lord” - 2 Pe 3:10
b. Now, there are some who believe that “ the coming of Christ” and “ the day of the Lord”
are actually two separate events...
1) That “the coming of Christ” isasecret coming in which Hewill “rapture’” His saints
2) And*“theday of the Lord” isthefind day of judgment which occurs much later
c. But Paul, like Peter, uses these expressions interchangegbly ...
1) Having described “the coming of the Lord” and itsimplications for the righteous (1 Th 4:
13-18), Paul cdlsit “the day of the Lord” as he discusses the timing of these events (1 Th
5:1-4)
2) A dmilar useof thesetermsisfoundin 2 Th 2:1-2
d. Soasweturntoour text in 2 Pe 3:10-13, we are consdering what is true about the coming our
Lord Jesus, aspromised in Ac 1:9-11

[What does the apostle Peter, who was among those who heard the promise of the Lord' s return as
Jesus ascended into heaven, have to say about our Lord's coming?|

IT WILL BE “UNEXPECTED” (10a)

A. LIKE“ATHIEFIN THE NIGHT” ...
1. Paul used thesameexpressonin 1 Th 5:1-3
2. And so did Jesus, in His Mt. Olivet discourse - Mt 24:42-44
3. SotheLord scoming at the Last Day will be unexpected, with no warning

B. BUT NOT FOR FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS...!
1. Theday of the Lord should not “overtake you asathief” - 1 Th 5:4-6
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a.  Not because they know the “day or hour” of His coming, nor because of any revelaion
that pinpoints the time of His coming

b. But because they heed the command to “watch’! - 1 Th 5:6; cf. Mk 13:32-37

However, notice what Jesus said to those Christians who do NOT “watch’ - Re 3:1-3

a  They mud “remember”, “hold fast” and “repent”

b. Otherwise, the Lord will come upon them as athief aswell!

[So thefirgt thing Peter tdlls us about the day of the Lord isthat it will come unannounced, like “athief in
thenight” Hedsotdlsus..]

II. ITWILL BE “CATASTROPHIC” (10b, 11a, 12b)

A. “THEHEAVENSWILL PASSAWAY WITH A GREAT NOISE...” (10b)

1.

2.

While“the heavens’ could refer to the atmosphere, | believe it more likely refersto the

universe, including the stars (see below)

The heavenswill “ pass away”, or “disappear” (N1V, NEB), “vanig? (MOFFAT)

a. Congder Mt 24:35; Re 20:11; 21:1

b. Thiscertainly suggeststhat Peter is describing an “annihilaion’ of the universe, and not
amply afiery purification of it

B. “THEELEMENTSWILL MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT...” (10b, 113, 12b)

1.
2.

3.

The*elements’ likdy sgnifiesthe cdedtid bodies (sun, moon, sars)
According to Jewish belief, in the last day even the stars will be destroyed - cf. | sa 34:4
(The New Testament Commentary, Peter and Jude, Kistemaker, p. 336)
Theterm “ melt” {luo}, in verse 10...
a. Means“(lit. or fig.):--break (up), destroy, dissolve, (un-) loose, melt, put off”
b. Itistrandated “dissolved’ inverses11 and 12
1) “dl thesethingswill be dissolved”
2). “the heavenswill be dissolved baing on fire’
Theterm “melt” {teko},inverse 12...
a.  Means“toliquefy”
b. Astrandated in The Emphasized New Testament (J. B. Rotherham): “...the elements
becoming intensely hot are to be melted”

C. “THE EARTH AND THE WORKSTHAT ARE IN IT WILL BE BURNED UP...”
(10b)

1.

2.
3.

Having described the destruction of the universe, attention is now given to the earth in
particular

Some manuscripts have the phrase “ laid bare” for “ burned up”

This has led some to suppose that Peter is describing only a purification of the universe, not
an annihilation of the present order

But as we have seen, both the immediate context (“pass away”, “mdt”, “dissolve”, in 2 Pe
3) and the remote context (“pass away”, “no place found for thent’, Re 20:11; 21:1)
gpesks srongly for annihilation - cf. dso He 12:25-29
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[The“day of the Lord” will truly be a cataclysmic end to the earth and universe as we know it! Should
this be cause for despair? Not at all, for Peter dso tels usthat...]

HT.ITWILL “USHER IN A NEW ORDER” (13)

A. “ANEW HEAVENSAND A NEW EARTH IN WHICH RIGHTEOUSNESS
DWELLS...”

1.
2.

This“new order” is described more fully by Johnin Re 21:1-5

It includes* the haly city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven” for which...
a. Old Testament saints looked forward - He 11:10, 13-16

b. New Testament saintswere said to seek - He 13:14

Indeed, this “new heavens and new earth” with its“heavenly city” isthe ultimate destiny of
the redeemed!

B. “ACCORDING TO HISPROMI&E...”

1.
2.

We look forward to this “new heavens and new earth’” because of God's promise

Which promise? The only promise made concerning such things prior to Peter and John'sis

thet found in | sa 65:17-25; 66:22-24

a. Inwhich the same themes are discussed as those found in Re 21-22

b. But inlanguage and figures that would have provided speciad comfort to the Jews of
|saiah's day

If Peter isindeed dluding to the promises of God through Isaiah, thereis an important

implication...

a. Isaahnot only foretold events pertaining to the “inauguration” (thefirst coming) of
the Messanic age (eg, Isa 2:2-4; 7:14; 9:6-7)

b. Isaiah dso foretold events pertaining to the “ culmination” (the second coming) of the
Messanic age (eg., |sa 65:17-25; 66:22-24)

c. And somepassagesinlsaiah (eg., 1sa 11:6-9)...
1) Which the premillenidist gpplies to a 1000 year reign on earth
2) And some amillenidists apply to the current “Chrigian age”
...may in fact have reference to the “new heavens and new earth’” of which Peter and
John speak!

[In any case, we certainly have the promise of Peter and John of the “new heavens and new earthi” as
found in the New Testament. And without question an important implication of this promise which will
be fulfilled in the day of the Lord isthét...]

IV.IT SHOULD INSPIRE HOLY LIVING (11b, 12a)

A. WE OUGHT TO BE PEOPLE OF “HOLY CONDUCT AND GODLINESS'... (11b)

1.

2.
3.

Everything we may acquire in thislife will be “dissolved” (our wedth, our fame, our physica
relationships)

The only thing that has “promise of the lifeto come” isgodliness - 1 Ti 4:8

Holy conduct is able to “store up...a good foundation for thetimeto come” - 1 Ti 6:17-19

B. WE OUGHT TO BE “LOOKING FOR AND HASTENING THE COMING OF THE
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DAY OF GOD”... (12a)
1. If we"“look for new heavens and a new earth’” (v.13), we should certainly “look for...the
coming of the day of God™!
2. Indeed, we should “hasteri” the coming of that greet day!
a. It may bethat “hastening” means “earnestly desiring” the day of the Lord
b. Butit can dso mean in this passage “to speed its coming”
1) Isit possbleto shorten the time set for the coming of the Lord?
2) If thedelay isdueto God's longsuffering so that men can repent, whet if they
repent? Would there be reason to delay any longer?
c. Not only can we pray for the Lord to come (1 Co 16:22), but Peter says elsewhere
that we may do something to speed His coming! - cf. Ac 3:19-21
a. “Repent therefore and be converted...”
b. *“..that He may send Jesus Chrigt”

CONCLUSION

1. According to Peter, then, the “day of the Lord” will be...
a A day that is unexpected
b. A day that will be cataclyamic
C. A day that will usher in anew order
d. A day for which we ought to look and hasten

2. Peter does not describe dl the events that will occur on that day...
a. Hesaysnothing about the resurrection, though thet is clearly implied
b. Hesayslittle about the judgment per se, though it too is an important feature
...but what he says is adequate to force us to consder how we shal respond

3. How shall we respond to the words of Peter? | know of three possible ways...
a. We can mock them
b. We can ignore them, delaying obedience, and likely be found unprepared
c. We can humbly heed them, responding to God’ s longsuffering through obedience to the gospe
-- Jud asthere were three different reactions to the preaching of Paul - cf. Ac 17:30-31

Dear friend, how will you respond...?
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Peter’s Final Exhortations
2 Peter 3:14-18

INTRODUCTION

1.

We come to the findl section of this second epistle of Peter, aletter in which...
a. Peter has endeavored to “stir you up by way of reminder” - 2 Pe 1:13-15; 3:1-2
b. Peter has exhorted those “who have obtained like precious faith'...

1) Tobediligent in abounding in spiritua growth -2 Pe 1:5-11

2) To heed the prophetic word made more sure - 2 Pe 1:16-21

2) To beware of fdse teachersthat will lead many astray - 2 Pe 2:1-22

3) To not be deterred by scoffers of the Lord’'s coming - 2 Pe 3:3-9

4) Tolive haly livesin view of the coming Day of the Lord - 2 Pe 3:10-13

As Peter draws his epistleto aclosg, it is evident that he isfilled with love toward his brethren...
a. Hecdlsthem “beloved’ in2 Pe 3:1,8
b. And now in our text, he usesthis “term of endearment” twice - 2 Pe 3:14,17

With such lovein his heart, Peter pens hisfind words...
a. Heknowsthat hewill soondie-2 Pe1:14
b. Asfar asweknow, he wrote no other epistle

This ought to give specid dgnificanceto the “final exhortations” that we find in our text...

a.  Jus asthefina words of any dying man are Sgnificant, in that they reved what is of greatest
concern to that person

b. What are the concerns of this aged gpostle, who dearly loves his brethren?

[Inverse 14, wefind firg of dl his exhortation to...]

BE DILIGENT TO BE FOUND IN PEACE, WITHOUT SPOT AND BLAMELESS

A. THISISYET ANOTHER CALL TO “DILIGENCE”...
1. Found twice before - cf. 2 Pe 1:5,10
2. Theword means “earnestness, zed, sometimes with haste’
3. Thereit was gpplied to growing spiritudly

B. DILIGENCE IN THISTEXT PERTAINSTO LORD’S COMING...
1. How will the Lord find us when He comes?
2. Will hefind usto be people of faith?-cf. Lk 18:8

C. PETER DESIRESTHAT THE LORD FIND US*“IN PEACE, WITHOUT SPOT AND
BLAMELESS' ...
1. “inpeace’ can refer to both...
a.  Our rationship with God - Ro 5:1
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b. Our rdationship with man -1 Pe 3:11-12
-- Focusing on our peace with God will help us have peace with man - Pr 16:7
2. To befound by Jesus as “without spot and blameless’? How can that be?
a.  Only through the sacrificid love of Jesus Chrigt - Ep 5:25-27
b. Who redeems us from sin through His precious blood, as “of alamb without blemish
and without spot” - 1 Pe 1:18-19
c. If we continue to wak in the light, we continue to enjoy that precious blood - 2 Jn 1:7

D. DILIGENCE IN SUCH THINGSWILL BE DETERMINED BY WHERE WE SET
OUR AIM...
1. “..looking forward to these things, be diligent...’
2. ltisonly aswe*“look forward” can we hope to prepare for what isto come - cf. 1 Pe 1:13
3. Aswelook for the grace that isto come, especialy in reference to the new heavensand a
new earth (2 Pe 3:13), we will find the motivation to “be diligent”

[Are you looking forward to the new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwelIs? If not,
you will not be diligent to be found ready when the Lord comes. If you have alowed the lure of the
world to distract your aim you because of the delay of our Lord' s coming, then Peter’ s exhortation in
ver se 15 speaks to you...]

II. REMEMBER, THE LONG-SUFFERING OF THE LORD ISSALVATION

A. DELAY OF THE LORD’'SCOMING ISNOT SLACKNESS...
1. Fortimeisirrdevant to God - 2 Pe 3:8
2. Rather, the Lord iswilling to suffer long so that people might repent - 2 Pe 3:9

B. GOD’SLONG-SUFFERING SHOULD BE SEEN ASAN OPPORTUNITY TO
REPENT...
1. Every day, year, or century that our Lord does not return, should be thought of as “the day
of savation’ - cf. 2 Co 6:1-2
a. Theday for soulsto obey Christ
b. Theday for erring Chrigtians to return to their Lord
2. Like Peter, Paul wrote of God'slongsuffering and its motivation to savation - Ro 2:4

[Peter himsdlf certainly took advantage of God' s longsuffering to repent, not only when he denied Jesus,
but aso when he played the hypocrite and had to be rebuked by Paul (Ga 2:11-21). Peter’s
repentance in the latter incident is evident by his description of Paul (“ our beloved brother Paul”).

He clearly held no animosity toward Paul for what may have occurred & Antioch. Shall we not likewise
take advantage of God' s longsuffering to “work out our savation with fear and trembling”? Aswe do
0, let’ s be careful to heed the exhortation implied in ver se 16...]

[1I.DON’'T TWIST THE SCRIPTURESTO YOUR OWN DESTRUCTION

A. THE SCRIPTURES CAN BE A SOURCE OF MUCH GOOD...
1. They can “saveyour souls’ - Ja 1:21
2. For they are given by inspiration of God - 2 Ti 3:16-17
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2. Because of this, they are “living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword’
-He4:12

B. BUT THEY CAN ALSO BE ABUSED TO MUCH HARM....

Just as a sword can be misused to the harm of the one wielding it
Twisted, the Scriptures can even lead one “to their own destruction’!
Those most susceptible to misusing the Word of God are...

1.
2.
3.

a

The* untaught”

1) Armed with alittle knowledge, they believe they are ready to “do bettle”

2) But “alittle knowledge is a dangerous thing”

3) Unless one has studied the context (both immediate and remote) of a passage, it is
S0 easy to misgpply it

The* ungtable”

1) Thiswould bethe “babe” in Chrig, the immature

2) Who seeksto “run” with the Scriptures before they have even learned to “wak”,
often “sgumbling” as aresult

Thus the need to heed not only Peter’ s warning, but Paul’ sadmonitionin 2 Ti 2:14-18,
where he gives the example of Hymenaeus and Philetus

[With such warnings, perhaps we may better appreciate James admonition: “...receive with
meekness the implanted word.” (Ja 1:21)

In passing, it isinteresting to note that Peter places Paul’ s writings on par with “the rest of the
Scriptures’, implying that Paul’ s writings are to be considered as much a part of the canon asthe Old
Testament scriptures.

Findly, Peter concludes his epistle with two exhortations that summarize the content of his entire
epidtle..]

IV.SUMMARY EXHORTATIONS

A. BEWARE LEST YOU FALL, BEING LED AWAY BY ERROR...
1. Thisverse (17) summarizes dl that Peter was doing in chapters two and three
2. Peter’sconcernisin view of the very real danger of apostasy

a

He has dready described those:

1) Who were guilty of “denying the Lord who bought them?” - 2 Pe 2:1

2) Who “have forsaken the right way and gone astray” - 2 Pe 2:15

3) Who having “escaped the pollutions of the world” are “again entangled in them and
overcome” - 2 Pe 2:20

He has just described those:

1) Beng “untaught and ungtable...”

2) “..twig the scripturesto their own destruction” - 2 Pe 3:16

3. Brethren, the danger of gpostasy is very red, and so Peter says “beware lest you dso fal”!

B. GROW IN THE GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST...
1. Thisverse(18) summarizesthe main points of chapter one
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2. Inwhich Peter had described:
a. Blessangs which come by the grace and knowledge of Jesus Chrigt - 2 Pe 1:1-4
b. How one grows in the knowledge of Jesus Christ -2 Pe 1:5-11
c. The need for frequent reminder, and to heed the testimony of gpostolic testimony and
the prophetic word - 2 Pe 1:12-21
3. Inthisverse, then, isthe key to avoiding gpostasy: “ Grow!”
a. Grow inthegrace of Jesus Chrigt, by appreciating and appropriating dl of God's
unmerited favor
b. Grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ as defined by Peter in chapter one,
developing those Chrigt-like qudities he listed

CONCLUSION

1. Peter closes his second epistle with asmple yet heartfelt expression of praise:
“To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen”

2. Itwasnot long after Peter penned these words that he “put off histent” (2 Pe 1:14), and joined that
great multitude described by his fellow gpostle John...

“ After these things | looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could
number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branchesin their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘ Salvation [belongs| to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” (Re 7:9-10)

3. Brethren, don't we desireto join that throng one day? If s0, then let us heed these final words of
Peter to his beloved brethren...
a. Bediligent to be found in peace, without spot and blameless
b. Remember, the longsuffering of the Lord is sdvation
c. Don'ttwist the Scripturesto your own destruction
d. Bewarelest youfdl, being led away by error
e. Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Chrigt

Areyou usng the longsuffering of the Lord to gpply dl diligence in growing in the grace and knowledge
of the Lord? Have you even begun? If not, then heed the words of Peter in hisfirst gospe sermon...
- cf. Ac 2:36-39
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