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The Pre-Existence Of Christ
John 1:1-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Thegospe of John was written for asmple purpose...
a. To produce faith in Jesus as the Chrigt, the Son of God - Jn 20:30-31a
b. Todharethe“life’ that comes through such faith - Jn 20:31b

2. Toencourage usto havefaith in Jesus Chrit...
a. John begins his gospe with a prologue - Jn 1:1-18
b. Inwhich he makes severad clams asto who Jesuswas
1) Herefersto Jesusin this prologue as “the Word”
2) That herefersto Jesusis evident from ver ses 14-18

3. Thevery fird cam pertansto the pre-existence of Christ...
a. That He exigted in the beginning, long before being born of Mary - cf. Jn 1:1-2
b. Tha Hiswork in the beginning has greet significance for us- cf. Jn 1:3-5
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[Johnisnat donein proclaming “ The Pre-Existence Of Chrigt.” Elsewhere in the Scriptureswe

find..]

|. EVIDENCE FOR THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST

A. FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS...
1. Micah prophesied of the pre-existence of the Messiah to come - Mic 5:2
2. lsaah spoke of the King to come as “Everlagting Father” - 1sa 9:6-7
3. Zechariah recorded the Messiah's own promise to come - Zech 2:10-11

B. AFFIRMED BY JESUSHIMSELF...
1. InHiscam to have exised in Abraham’s day - Jn 8:56-58
2. InHisprayer shortly before His arrest and crucifixion - Jn 17:4-5,24
3. Inthereveation He gaveto John - Re 22:13

C. DECLARED BY HISAPOSTLES...
1. By Johninhisgospd, and dso hisepistle-Jn 1:1-4; 1Jn 2:14
2. By Paul inhisepidles
a. Tothechurchin Corinth-1Co010:1-4; 2Co08:9
b. To the churchin Philippi - Ph 2:5-8
c. Tothechurchin Colosse-Co 1:16-17

D. ILLUSTRATED BY THE CREATION...
1. All things were created by Jesus-Jn 1:3; He 1:2-3
2. Necessitating His existence before creation - Co 1:16-17
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3. Implying His own eternd power and divine nature - Ro 1:20

[ These are remarkable claims concerning Jesus, even blasphemousiif not true. Yet if true (and John's
gospd isdesign to provethat it is), consder...]

II. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST

A. HEISDEITY..!

1. Especidly when we condder the nature of His pre-existence
a. Hisgoing forths were “from everlagting” - cf. Mic 5:2
b. Hewastheeterna “I Am” -Jn 8:58; cf. Exo 3:13-14

2. Asmade clear in John's prologue - Jn 1:1-2
a Hewas“with” God (implying apersond communion with God)
b. He"was’ God (explicitly Sating His deity)

-- ThusHeisworthy of our love and adoration - cf. Jn 20:28

B. HEISLIFE..!

1. By virtue of being the Creator and the Sugtainer of life
a. All thingswere made by Him - Co 1:16
b. All things are held together (NASV, NRSV) by Him - Co 1:17

2. Agan, as John makes clear in his prologue - Jn 1:3-4
a.  Without Him, nothing was made
b. InHimwaslifeitsdf

-- ThusHegivesushopefor our own resurrection! - cf. Jn 5:21; 11:25

C. HEISLIGHT..!
1. Weliveinaworld of darkness..
a. Where people spend their lives sumbling in ignorance
b. Alienated from the life of God because of their ignorance - cf. Ep 4:17-19
2. Asthe Crestor and Sudtainer of lifeitsdf...
a.  Jesusisuniquely qudified to bring light into the world - Jn 1:4
b. Hecdlsfor usto believe that we might become “sons of light” - Jn 12:35-36
-- ThusJesusoffersusthe”light of life’ - Jn 8:12

CONCLUSION

1. Sadly, many ress thelife and light Jesus offers...
a. Sometried to destroy Him, but did not succeed - cf. Jn 1:5 (NRSV)
b. Many try to avoid Him, knowing that it will mean changesto their lifestyle - ¢f. Jn 3:19-20

2. But for those willing to come to Jesus...
a. Heoffersushope and guidance in thislife - cf. Mic 5:4-5a
b. Heiscgpable of fulfilling His promises- cf. Mt 11:28-30

For He is no mere man, whose existence began when born by Mary, but “ whose goings forth are
from of old, From everlasting.” - Mic 5:2
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Bearing Witness Of The Light
John 1:6-8

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe prologue to his gospd, the gpostle John introduces another man named John...
a. A man who was sent from God - Jn 1.6
b. A manwho came to bear witness of the Light - Jn 1:7
--  Thisman, of course, was John the Baptist

2. John the gpostle makes it clear that this other “John” was not the Light...
a. Not only herein the prologue - Jn 1:8
b. But dsoimmediady following the prologue - cf. Jn 1:19-20

3. John the Baptidt’ s purpose in bearing witness of the Light...
a. That dl might bdieve-1Jn 1.7
b. The same reason John the apostie wrote his gospd - cf. Jn 20:30-31

4. John was not the only person to bear witness of the Light...
a. Othersdid before he came
b. Others have snce he came

[Indeed, even we have arespongbility to bear witness of the Light! Before we consider how, let’s note
those who have done so in the past...|

|. THE FORERUNNERS OF CHRIST

A. THEOLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS...
1. They foretold the sufferings of Chrigt, and the gloriesto follow - 1 Pe 1:10-11
a E.g., theprophet Isaiah-1sa7:14; 9:6-7; 53:4-6
b. E.g., the prophet Micah - Mic 5:2
C. It hasbeen estimated that there are more than 300 prophecies concerning Christ
2. Jesusreminded His disciples of thistruth
a. Tothetwo disciples on the road to Emmaus - Lk 24:25-27
b. Later tothe apostlesin Jerusdem - Lk 24:44-47

B. JOHN THE BAPTIST...
1. Foretold by Isaiah-1sa40:3
2. ldentified as such by Matthew, Mark, and Luke - Mt 3:1-3; Mk 1:1-4; Lk 3:1-6
3. John the gpostle relates how John the Baptist bore witness of the Light
a. Dedaing Jesusto be“The Lamb of God” - Jn 1:29,35-36
b. Declaring Jesusto be“The Son of God” -Jn 1.34

[Both the prophets and John bore witness to Jesus prior to Hisminigry. During the course of His

Sermons From John 5



Mark A. Copeland

ministry, there was another One who bore witness of the Light...]

II. THE FATHER OF CHRIST

A. HE BORE WITNESS THROUGH SIGNS...
1. Through the miracles Jesus did - cf. Jn 5:36-37; 10:25,37-38
2. Even as Nicodemus and the man born blind redized - cf. Jn 3:2; 9:32-33

B. HE BORE WITNESS THROUGH HISVOICE FROM HEAVEN...
1. At thebaptism of Jesus- Mt 3:16-17
2. Atthe mount of trandfiguration - Mt 17:5
3. At Jerusalem during the last week - Jn 12:27-30

C. HE BORE WITNESS THROUGH RAISING JESUSFROM THE DEAD...
1. Declaring Jesus to be the Son of God with power - Ro 1:3-4
2. Dedaing Jesus to be One will judge the world - Ac 17:30-31

[When the Father raised Jesus from the dead, He was seen by select witnesseswho in turn were
commanded to add their witness of the Light (Ac 10:40-43). But not just the gpostles; in some ways
we can say that witnesses of the Light includes dl...]

[II.THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST

A. THE APOSTLESOF CHRIST...
1. They bore witness through their eyewitness testimony
a. Inthisthey are very specia witnesses - cf. Jn 15:27; Ac 1:8; 5:30-32; 13:30-31
b. Providing empiricd evidence- cf. 1.Jn 1:1-2; 2 Pe 1:16-18
2. They bore witness through their lives and death
a. Enduring great hardship for ther tesimony - cf. 1 Co 4:9-13
b. Giving credence to the truthfulness of their testimony!

B. THE DISCIPLESOF CHRIST...
1. Ther unity with one another bears witness - Jn 17:20-23
a.  Through our unity we bear witness to the fact:
1) Jesuswas sent by God
2) God lovestheworld
b. Should make one think how Jesus fedls about congregationd infighting, denominationd
divison, etc.
1) Weknow how Paul feds- cf. 1 Co 1:10-13; 3:3-4
2) Weknow what conduct isworthy of our caling - cf. Ep 4:1-3
2. Ther transformed lives aso bears witness
a.  Asevidence of the influence of Christ in ther lives- cf. 2 Co 3:18; 4.6
1) Whose truth teaches us how to live in righteousness and holiness - cf. Ep 4:17-24
2) Enabling usto “shine aslightsin the world” as we reflect the glory of Hislight in our
lives - Ph 2:12-16
b. Should make one think how we can be of much use if we are not being transformed
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1) By faling to renew of our minds- cf. Ro 12:1-2
2) By failing to put on the new man (a Chrig-like character) - cf. Co 3:9-17
3. Ther proclamation of the Word bears witness
a.  Our duty asthe eect people of God isto proclam His praises- 1 Pe 2:9-10
1) How Hecdled usinto His marvelous light
2) How we obtained His mercy
b. Should make one think of how little use we are if we remain Slent
1) By not spreading the gospdl - cf. Ac 8:4
2) By not sounding forth the Word - ¢f. 1 Th 1:8

CONCLUSION

1. Thoseinthe past fathfully bore witness of the Light...
a. Theforerunners (the prophets and John the Baptist)
b. Thefollowers (the gposties and early disciples)

2. What about ustoday...?
a. Do we bear witness of the Light by our unity with one another?
b. Do we bear witness of the Light through trandformed lives?
c. Do we bear witness of the Light through proclaiming the Word?

The purpose of bearing witness of the Light is o others can believe (Jn 1:7). Do we help or hinder
those around us to believe in Jesus?

Don't quench the Father’ s efforts, who would have each of us bear witness of the Light!
“For it isthe God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has
shonein our heartsto [give] the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Co 4:6)

“For you were once darkness, but now [you are] light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light.” (Ep 5:8)
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Receiving The Light
John 1:9-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe prologue to his gospd, John introduces Jesus as “the light”....
a  That shinesin darkness-Jn 1:5
b. Towhom John bore witness - Jn 1:6-8
c. Who giveslight to every man-Jn 1.9

2. Yet John declares what becomes evident later in his gospe...
a. Not everyone was willing to receive the light, i.e,, Jesus
b. Even Hisown people as awhole rgected Him
c. But for those who did receive Him, they were truly blessed!

3. The sameremainstrue today...
a. Many people do not receive Jesus
b. Missng out on the wonderful blessngs He offerd

Mark A. Copeland

[Why do people not recelve Christ? How can we be sure to receive Him, and the blessings He offers

as“TheLight”? Let'stakeacloser look at the text for our studly...]

. MANY DID NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT

A. WHO DID NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT...
1. Theworldingenerd - Jn 1:9-10

a. Eventhough He giveslight to every man! - cf. Jn 1:4; 8:12; 12:46

b. Even though the world was made through Him! - cf. Jn 1:3
2. Hisown peoplein particular - Jn 1:11

a Hehad comeinto His own land, Pdestine - cf. Jer 2:7

b. He had come to Hisown people, Isradl - cf. Deu 7:6

B. WHY THEY DID NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT...
1. They did not know Him -Jn 1:10

a. Even Hisown brothers at firdt, though they did after Hisresurrection - Jn 7:5; Ac 1:14
b. Familiarity often breeds contempt: “A prophet has no honor in his own country...”

-Jn4:44
2. Other reasons provided by John in his gospe

a. Some loved darkness more than light - Jn 3:19-20; 5:42-43

b. Somewere afraid of what others thought - Jn 7:13; 9:22
c. Somewere misnformed of the facts- Jn 7:40-43

d. Some were hardened by ther traditions - Jn 9:13-16

e. Some loved the praise of men - Jn 12:42-43
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[For smilar reasons today, many people do not receive Jesus. Yet somedid...]

II. SOME RECEIVED THE LIGHT

A. THE BENEFITSOF RECEIVING THE LIGHT...

1. Theright to become children of God - Jn 1:12
a. Theword “right” sgnifies both authority and ability (JFB)
b. Receaiving Chrig gives us the authority and ability to become sons of God
c. Which iswonderful manifestation of God'slove- cf. 1.Jn 3:1
d. Making usheirs of God and joints heirs with Chrigt - cf. Ro 8:14-17

2. Theprivilege of being born of God - Jn 1:13
a. Notof blood - i.e, by virtue of physica descent
b. Not of flesh - i.e, by virtue of the lugts of the flesh
c. Not of thewill of man - i.e, by virtue of power in aman’'swill done
d. Butof God - i.e, arebirth possible only by the Spirit of God - cf. Jn 3:5; Ti 3:5

B. THE MEANSFOR RECEIVING THE LIGHT...
1. Toreceive Chrig, we must beieve in Hisname - Jn 1:12b
a. Whichisto say we must believein Him
b. The name of aperson is often put for the person himsdf (Barnes) - cf. Jn 2:23
2. Bdieving in Him gives us power “to become” achild of God
a. Fathin Jesus alone does not “make” one a child of God
b. Many believed in Jesus, but did not become His disciples
1) Only by abiding in His doctrine did they become His disciples - Jn 8:30-32
2) Some bdieved, but were unwilling to confess Him - Jn 12:42-43
3. When faith moves us to obey Chrigt, then we become children of God
a. Fath makes us children of God when we put Chrigt on in baptism - Ga 3:26-27
1) We become children of God through faith, yes - but how?
2) By putting Christ on when we are baptized into Chrigt!
b. Jesus becomes the author of our salvation when we obey Him - He 5:9
1) Such as obeying His command to be baptized - Mk 16:16
2) Thereby born again of both water and the Spirit - Jn 3:5; Ti 3:5
4. Sadly, many misgpply John'swordsin Jn 1:12
a. Teaching that one becomes a child of God smply by recelving Christ in faith
1) By saying “the Snner’s prayer” (which is nowhere taught in the Scriptures)
2) Often gppedling to Re 3:20-21 (which is addressed to erring Christians, not lost
anners)
b. Yet receiving Chrigt in faith gives one “power to become’, not “ makes one become’
1) We must gppropriate that power through the obedience of faith
2) Such asconfessing our faith, repenting of our Sns- Ro 10:9,10; Ac 17:31
3) Culminating our obedience by putting on (receiving) Chrigt in baptiam - Ga 3:27

CONCLUSION

1. Jesusisthe”True Light” who giveslight to every man...
a. Bringing grace and truth to those in sin and error
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a. Providing theway of sdvation through His blood

2. How sad that there are many in the world...
a.  Who do not know Him
b. Who have not received Him
--  Who spend their lives sumbling in the darkness

3. Butif you are willing to bdieve in His name..
a. You havethe right to become a child of God!
b. You can be born of God!
--  Provided your faith is an obedient faith, willing to abide in the doctrine of Christ

Let the Word of God, and in particular John’s gospel (cf. Jn 20:30-31), point you in the direction of the
Light, that you might be saved and have life in His namel
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They Beheld HisGlory
John 1:14-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthelast few verses of the prologue to his gospe, John identifies the Word...

a

Who was in the beginning with God, and was God - Jn 1:1-2

b. Through whom dl things were mede - Jn 1:3

c. Whowaslife, and the light of men-Jn 1:4-5,9

d.

e. Yet those who received Him, were given the right to become children of God - Jn 1:12-13

Who came into the world, though many did not receilve Him - Jn 1:10-11

2. The Word was Jesus Christ...

a

b.

Who became flesh and lived among men - Jn 1:14
Who glory was seen by men - Jn 1:14

3. Theword “glory” asused here...

a

b.

Means “mgesty, dignity, splendor” (Barnes)
Pertaining to Chrig, it refersto His persond excellence or mgesty

[John writes“We beheld Hisglory”. What mgesty, dignity, or splendor did John and others seein
Jesus when He walked in the flesh among men...7|

|. THEY BEHELD HISGLORY

A. THE GLORY OF HISDEITY ...

1. “theglory asof the only begotten of the Father” - Jn 1:14a
2. “Thedignity which was appropriate to the only begotten Son of God” (Barnes)
a. “Such glory or splendor as could belong to no other, and as properly expressed his

rank and character.”

b. “Thisglory was seen eminently on the mount of trandfiguration” - Lk 9:28-32; 2 Pe
1:16-18

c. “ltwasaso seenin hismiracles, his doctring, hisresurrection, his ascenson” - ¢f. Jn
2:11

-- “All of which were such asto illudrate the perfections, and manifest the glory that
belongs only to the Son of God.” (Barnes)

B. THE GLORY OF HISGRACE...

1. “full of grace...grace for grace...grace and truth came through Jesus” - Jn 1:14b,16-17
2. “Theword grace meansfavors, gifts, acts of beneficence.” (Barnes)
a. “Hewaskind, merciful, gracious, doing good to al, and seeking man’s wefare by grest
sacrifices and love”
b. “somuch so, that it might be said to be characterigtic of him, or he abounded in favors
to mankind.” (Barnes)
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C. THE GLORY OF HISTRUTH...

1. “full...of truth...truth came through Jesus Christ.” - Jn 1:14b,17

2. “"Hewasadso full of truth. He declared the truth. In him was no falsehood.” (Barnes)
a. “Hewasnot like the false prophets and fse Messiahs, who were wholly impostors’
b. “Nor was he like the emblems and shadows of the old dispensation, which were only

types of the true; but he was truth itsdf.”

3. “Herepresented things as they are, and thus became the truth as well asthe way and the

life” - cf. Jn 14:6 (Barnes)

D. THE GLORY OF HISPREEMINENCE...
1. “Hewho comes after meis preferred before me...” -Jn 1:15
2. Aswitnessed to by John the Baptist - cf. Jn 1:27,29-30
3. John the Baptist recognized His superiority, as did the gpostle Paul
a. By virtue of His preexistence (“He was before me’) - cf. dso Jn 8:58; 17:5
b. By virtue of His cregtive powers- cf. Co 1:16-17

E. THE GLORY OF HISREVELATION...
1. “No one has seen God a any time. The only begotten Son...He has declared Him” - Jn
1:18
a. “Thispassageisnot meant to deny that men had witnessed manifestations of God, as
when he appeared to Moses and the prophets (cf. Num 12:8 1sa 6:1-13).”
b. “..itismeant that no one has seen the essence of God, or has fully known God.”
C. “The prophets delivered what they heard God speak; Jesus what he knew of God as his
equa, and as underganding fully his nature” (Barnes)
2. Jesus manifested or declared the Father as no one had done before!
a. AsJesustold Philip - Jn 14:9
b. AsJesusexpressed in His prayer - Jn 17:6,24
c. Asthegpostleswrotein ther epistles- Co 1:15; He 1:1-4
3. “Thisverse provesthat, Jesus had a knowledge of God above that which any of the ancient
prophets had, and that the fullest revelations of his character are to be expected in the
gospd.” (Barnes)
a. “By hisWord and Spirit he can enlighten and guide us, and lead usto the true
knowledge of God;”
b. “Thereisno true and full knowledge of God which is not obtained through his Son.”

[What awonderful experience it must have been to behold the glory of God's only begotten Son! It
undoubtedly transformed the life of John and others who saw Him. By the grace of God, it dso
possible that...]

II. WE CAN BEHOLD HISGLORY

A. INTHISLIFE...
1. Wecan behold Hisglory...
a. Thegdlory of Hisdaty, grace and truth!
b. Theglory of His preeminence and reveation!
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2. How? Through the words of His eyewitnesses!
a.  Who made known the power and coming of our Lord - cf. 2 Pe 1:16-18
b. Who declared what they heard, saw, even handled, that we might share with them in
their fellowship with the Father and Son - ¢f. 1 Jn 1:1-4; 5:11-13
-- Through their gospdls, their letters, their ingpired writings, we can behold His glory!
3. Indeed, we must behold His glory to be transformed!
a.  Our trandformation is fundamentad to true discipleship - cf. Ro 8:29; 12:1-2
b. Our transformation is gradua, occurring as we behold His glory - cf. 2 Co 3:18
c. Our transformation involves renewing the mind, amind set on things above where Chrigt
is-cf. Ro12:1-2; Co 3:1-2

B. WHEN HE COMESAGAIN...
1. Wewill behold Hisglory...
a. When He appears- Co 3:4
b. When He comes again, to be glorified in Hissaints-2 Th 1:10
2. Indeed, every one will behold Hisglory...
a. Forevery eyewill sseHim - cf. Re 1.7
b. For every knee will bow, and every tongue confess Him - cf. Ph 2:9-11

CONCLUSION

1. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld Hisglory...” -Jn 1:14

2. Wemay not have seen Jesusiin the flesh, but we can Hill behold Hisglory...
a. Even now, through the testimony of His gpostles and the Word of God
b. Even then, when Jesus comes again to be reveded in His glory

3. What will we do with the glory of Jesus as declared by His apodtles...?
a. Weshould let it transform our lives as we behold the glory of the Lord - 2 Co 3:18
b. Then when Christ comes, we will be glorified together with Him! -2 Th 1:10

Hereis Paul’ s prayer for the Thessdonians...

“Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy
of thiscalling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of
faith with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in
you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.” (2 Th 1:11-12)

May his prayer befulfilled in our lives, dong with this prayer from Jude...

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in
the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority,
before all time and now and forever. Amen.” (Jude 24-25)
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The Testimony Of John The Baptist
John 1:19-34

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe prologue to John's gospdl, we were introduced to John the Baptist...
a A man sent from God - Jn 1:6
b. Who cameto bear witness of the Light - Jn 1:7-8
c. Who bore witness to the preeminence and preexistence of the Light - Jn 1:15

2. AsJohn begins the narrative portion of his gospd, he starts with John the Baptidt...
a. Histestimony to priests and Levites from the Phariseesin Jerusdlem - Jn 1:19-28
b. Histestimony the next day when he saw Jesus - Jn 1:29-34

[What did John the Baptist testify concerning Jesus? What lessons might we glean from his testimony?

We note firgt of dl that John the Baptist proclaimed...]

. I AM NOT THE CHRIST

A. HISTESTIMONY ABOUT HIMSELF...
1. He confessed he was not the Chrigt - Jn 1:19-20
a. Many people wondered if he were the Chrigt - cf. Lk 3:15
b. John clearly assertsthat he was not the Christ
2. Hewasnoat literdly Elijah asforetold by Mdachi - Jn 1:21a

a.  Some thought Elijah would return in person, which John denies - cf. Mal 4:5

b. John did fulfill the prophecy, which wasfigurative
1) Asforetold by the angd Gabrid - cf. Lk 1:17
2) Astedified by Jesus - ¢f. Mt 11:11-15; Mt 17:10-13
3. Hewas not the Prophet foretold by Moses - Jn 1:21b
a. Mosssforetold a Prophet like him would come - ¢f. Deu 18:15-18

b. Many people were anticipating the arrival of this Prophet - cf. Jn 6:14; 7:40

C. ThisProphet wasindeed Jesus, not John - cf. Ac 3:22-26
4. Hewasthe oneforetold by Isaiah - Jn 1:22-23
a. Thevoice of one crying in the wilderness - cf. 1sa 40:1-3
b. Sent to prepare theway of the Lord - cf. Lk 1:16-17; 2:76-79

B. LESSONSFROM HISTESTIMONY. ...
1. John'sexampleisapowerful one for al Christians, especidly ministers
2. Asfollowersof Chrigt, our task issmilar to hisrole as forerunner
a. To deflect attention away from oursalves, and point people to Christ!

b. Let usnever forget, no matter how honored we may be, we are not the Christ!

[As John continues with his testimony, he proclaims concerning Jesus...]
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II. HEISPREFERRED BEFORE ME

A. HISTESTIMONY ABOUT CHRIST...
1. Givenin response to those from the Pharisees - Jn 1:24-25,28
a.  Why did he baptize, if not Chrig, Elijah, or the Prophet?
b. For he had been baptizing in Bethabara (or Bethany) beyond the Jordan
2. The One coming after him is preferred before him - Jn 1:26-27
a. Even Onewho wasin their midst as he spoke!
b. Whose sandd strap not even John was not worthy to loose!
3. The reason Jesus was preferred before him?
a. “For Hewasbeforeme’ (i.e., because of His preexistence) - cf. Jn 1:15,30
b. “Whoismightier than 1" (i.e,, because of His power) - cf. Mk 1.7
4. Johnwould later reaffirm Jesus preference over himsdlf
a “Hemust increase, but | must decrease” - Jn 3:30
b. Heis“abovedl” -Jn 3:31

B. LESSONSFROM HISTESTIMONY....
1. Weshould not hesitate to exat Jesus over dif - cf. Lk 9:23-24
a. Heispreferred before us
b. While we may bethe body of Christ, Heisthe head! - cf. Ep 1:22-23
2. Jesus deserves our humble service and adoration
a. Because of His power - cf. Co 1:16
b. Because of His preexisence - cf. Co 1:17
c. Because of His headship over the body, the church - cf. Co 1:18

[On the next day, John the Baptist had another opportunity to testify concerning Jesus, in which he
declared...]

[11.BEHOLD! THE LAMB OF GOD

A. HISTESTIMONY ABOUT CHRIST...
1. Dedaring Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of theworld!” - Jn 1:29
a. Asforetold by Isaiah - cf. 1sa 53:4-7,10-12
b. Aslater proclaimed by the apostles- cf. 1 Co 15:3; 1 Pe 2:24; 1.Jn 2:2
2. ldentifying Jesus as the “Man who is preferred before me” - Jn 1:30
a. Because He was before John (i.e., His preexistence)
b. Even more so now as the Savior of the world!

B. LESSONSFROM HISTESTIMONY....
1. Weshould never forget the basis of our salvation!
a. Weare not saved on the basis of our good deeds - cf. Ti 3:5
b. We are saved by the blood of the Lamb! - cf. Re 1:5; 5:9; Ro 5:1
2. We should ever point the world to Jesus!
a. Heisther only hope for forgivenessof and - c¢f. 1 Ti 2:5-6
b. We should proclaim Jesus Chrigt and Him crucified! - cf. 1 Co 2:2
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[If Jesusistruly “preferred before’ us, we will never hesitate to offer Him as the Lamb who takes away
the sn of theworld. Findly, we note John's testimony concerning Jesus thet...]

IV.THISISTHE SON OF GOD

A. HISTESTIMONY ABOUT CHRIST ...

B.

1. “ldid not know Him” - Jn 1:31,33
a. Though related, Jesus lived in Nazareth, John in the Judean desert
b. Evenif there had been a casua acquaintance, John did not know Jesus as the Messiah
C. Yet John came baptizing with water
1) That the Christ might be reveded to Isradl
2) For upon whom the Spirit would descend, would be the One who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit - cf. Mt 3:11
2. “l saw the Spirit descending...and Heremained upon Him” - Jn 1:32
a Just as John was told to anticipate - Jn 1:33
b. Which occurred when Jesus was baptized by John - cf. Mt 3:16
3. “I have seen and testified that thisisthe Son of God.” - Jn 1:34
a. John saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus like adove - cf. Mt 3:16
b. John tedtified to the same truth as spoken from above: “Thisis My beloved Son” - cf.
Mt 3:17

LESSONSFROM HISTESTIMONY....
1. Wemus bewilling to confess Jesus as did John - cf. Mt 10:32-33
2. Wemust confess Him to be the Son of God
a. Asdid Nathaned - cf. Jn 1:49
b. Asdid Peter - cf. Jn 6:68-69
c. Asdid Martha- cf. Jn 11:27
3. Wemust believe Jesus to be the Son of God in order to be saved
a. AsJohn declaresin hisgospd - Jn 20:31
b. Asthe Ethiopian eunuch confessed in order to be baptized - cf. Ac 8:37

CONCLUSION

1. Jesuswould later describe the testimony of John...

a

b.

C.

He bore witness to the truth - Jn 5:33
He was the burning and shining light - Jn 5:35
In which some were willing to rgoice - Jn 5:35

2. Arewewilling to rgoice in the testimony of John...?

a

b
C.
d

Knowing that John was not the Christ?

. Undergtanding that Jesusis preferred above John and dl others?

Accepting Jesus to be the true Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world?

. Willing to confess dong with John that Jesusiis the Son of God?

If we are willing to accept the testimony of John the Baptist and obey the Son of God, eternd life can be
ours! - cf.. Jn 3:36; He 5:9; Mk 16:16
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TheFirst Disciples
John 1:35-51

INTRODUCTION

1. Theministry of John the Baptist was to prepare the way to Jesus...
a. Hecameto bear witness of the Light, that al might believe - Jn 1:6-8
b. Johnindeed did bear witness of Jesus
1) Asthe Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world - Jn 1:29
2) Asthe Son of God who baptizes with the Holy Spirit - Jn 1:32-34

2. Dueto the testimony of John the Baptist, Jesus began to attract disciples...
a. Thefirg disciples were those who had been disciples of John - Jn 1:35-36
b. Because of John's testimony, they began to follow Jesus - Jn 1:37-39
[In his gospdl, John the apostle describes those who were “ The First Disciples’, beginning with...]

I. TWO BROTHERS

A. ANDREW...
1. Hisbackground
a. From Bethsadaof Gdlilee- cf. Jn 1:44
b. Brother of Smon Peter, sons of Jonah - cf. Jn 1:42
c. A fisheman-cf. Mt 4:18
2. Hiscdl to discipleship and then apostleship
a. Hewasfirg adisciple of John the Baptist, who pointed him to Jesus - Jn 1:35-40
1) Thishappened in Bethabara beyond the Jordan - cf. Jn 1:28
2) Somethink the other disciple was John the apostle
3) He stayed with Jesusthat day and then found his brother Simon - Jn 1:39-41
b. Later, Jesusofficidly cdled them to be Hisdisciples- Mt 4:18-20
1) Thisoccurred by the Seaof Galilee
2) After John the Baptist was cast into prison - cf. Mt 4:12
c. Then he was selected to be one of the twelve apostles- Mt 10:2
1) Pointed Jesusto the lad with five loaves and two fish - Jn 6:8-9
2) Assged Philip inintroducing some Greeksto Jesus - Jn 12:20-22
3) Among those who questioned Jesus about the destruction of Jerusalem - Mk 13:
1-4
4) Ligted among those in Jerusdem after the ascension of Christ - Ac 1:12-13
3. According to apocrypha (doubtful) literature (cf. ISBE)
a. His mother was Joanna, and was of the tribe of Reuben
b. Like Thomas, compelled to believe in the resurrection of Jesus by touching His feet
c. Various sources dtribute missionary work in Bithynia, Scythia, Greece, Ephesus
d. Thought to have been crucified in Greece, on acrossin the form of an X
-- Adisciplefirst of John the Baptist, then of Jesus, reveals his spiritual character as
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one devoted to serving the will of God

B. SIMON...
1. Hisbackground
a. From Bethsaidaof Gdilee- cf. Jn 1:44
b. Brother of Andrew, sons of Jonah - cf. Jn 1:42
c. Afisheman-cf. Mt 4:18
2. Hiscdl to discipleship and then apostleship
a. Introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew - Jn 1:40-42
1) In Bethabara beyond the Jordan - cf. Jn 1:28
2) Jesus named him “Cephas’ (Aramaic), “ Peter” (Greek), meaning “arock”
b. Later, Jesusofficidly caled him to be Hisdisciple
1) Ashewasfishing by the Seaof Gdilee- Lk 5:1-9
2) Along with his partners, James and John - Lk 5:10-11
c. Then he was sdected to be one of the twelve apostles- Lk 6:13-14
1) Hisprominence evident by his name mentioned firdg in the lists
2) Included among the “inner cirdle’ - cf. Mt 17:1-2; 26:37
3) Known for hisdenia of Christ, and subsequent restoration - cf. Jn 18:25; 21:15
4) A key figurein thefirg haf of the book of Acts
3. According to apocryphd (doubtful) literature (cf. ISBE)
a.  Supposedly died amartyr at Rome about 67 AD
b. Purported to have been crucified by Nero, upside down at his own request
-- Thewealth of information about Peter in the Gospels and Actsreveal the power of
the gospd to transform a simple, flawed man into atrue rock of discipleship

[With two brothers now as His disciples, Jesus next cdls...]

I[I. TWO FRIENDS

A. PHILIP...
1. Hisbackground
a From Bethsaidaof Galilee-Jn 1:44; 12:21
b. Greek name suggests Greek connections - cf. dso Jn 12:20-22
2. Hiscdl to discipleship and then apostleship
a. Initid cdl to follow Jesus occurs here in Bethabara beyond the Jordan - Jn 1:43-44
b. Heimmediady tdls Nathanagl about Jesus - Jn 1:45-46
1) That he hasfound Him of whom Maoses and the prophets wrote
2) Inviting skeptical Nathanadl to “Come and seg”
c. Sdected to be one of the twelve apostles- Lk 6:13-14
1) Asked by Jesus about bread in feeding the 5,000 - Jn 6:5-7
2) Approached by Greeks who wished to see Jesus - Jn 12:20-22
3) It washewho asked, “Lord, show usthe Father” - Jn 148
3. According to gpocryphd (doubtful) literature (cf. ISBE)
a.  Supposedly of thetribe of Zebulun
b. Someidentify him as the one who wanted to first bury hisfather - cf. Mt 8:21
C. Spent later part of hislifein Phrygia, crucified there
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-- Philip’sinvitation for Nathanael to “Come and see” isan illustration of personal
evangelism

B. NATHANAEL...
1. Hisbackground
a Of Canain Gdilee-Jn 21:2
b. Probably afisherman dso - cf. Jn 21:1-3
2. Hiscdl to discipleship, and (possibly) apostleship
a. Approached by Philip, who told him of Jesus-Jn 1:45
b. Nathanael was at first skeptical, because Jesus was of Nazareth - Jn 1:46
1) “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’
2) Cf. “Will the Christ come out of Gdilee?” - Jn 7:41
3) Cf. “Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Gdileg’ - Jn 7:52
--  People were not expecting anything good coming from Nazareth of Gdlilee
c. Jesus convinces Nathanael - Jn 1:47-51
1) Identifying him asan Isadl in whom is no decet
2) Tdling how He saw him under thefig tree before Philip cdled him
--  Perhaps Jesus saw him engaged in private devotion
d. Prompting Nathanael to proclam...
1) “Rabbi, You arethe Son of God!” - cf. Mt 14:33
2) “YouaretheKingof Isradl!” - cf. Mt 21:5; 27:11
-- Nathanad is convinced that this teacher (Rabbi) isthe Messiah
e. Jesus Promises Nathanadl greater blessings due to hisfaith
1) Gresater evidences of His Messiahship
2) E.g., heaven opening and angels of God ascending and descending upon Him
a) Anadlusion to Jacob's dream? - Gen 28:12
b) Animplication that Jesus was the way (ladder) to heaven?- cf. Jn 14:6
c) A referenceto the day of Judgment, when Jesus comes with His angels? - cf.
Mt 16:27; 25:31; 26:64; 2Th 1:7
-- Notethat Jesusrefersto Himself as“the Son of Man” (which the gospel writers
never do), emphaszing His humility and humanity
f.  Nathanadl may have been Bartholomew, one of the apostles - cf. Mt 10:3; Lk 6:14
1) Cf. Batholomew’s connection with Philip in the gpogtolic lists
2) The synoptists never mention Nathanaegl, and John never mentions Bartholomew
3) Bartholomew (“son of Ptolemy”) is not a proper name; perhaps it was Nathanagl
-- Leading many to conclude they are one and the same
3. According to gpocryphd (doubtful) literature
a. Hewas Simon, son of Cleopas (not Bartholomew), and one of the Twelve (ISBE)
b. Hewasthe bridegroom at the marriage of Cana, to which he belonged (Fausett’s Bible
Dictionary)
-- Thecall of Nathanael reveals more about Jesus than Nathanael himself (see
below)

CONCLUSION

1. “TheFirst Disciples’ offered their testimony concerning Jesus...
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“We have found the Messiah” - Jn 1:41

“We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and aso the prophets, wrote’ - Jn 1:45
“You are the Son of God! You are the King of Isradl!” - Jn 1:49

-- Asthey continued to follow Jesus, their initial affirmations of faith would be confirmed

oo

2. From Hisinitid contacts with these new disciples, we learn...
a. That Jesus knowsthe heart of men - cf. Jn 2:25
b. Tha if we havefaithin Jesus, it will be continualy strengthened; the evidence will grow brighter
and brighter - cf. Jn 1:50-51
c. Thatif we bdieve hisword, we shdl yet see full proof thet hisword istrue - cf. Jn 7:17

Does anyone wonder if Jesusistruly the Son of God, and that His words are true? Perhaps the best
response one can offer to the honest skeptic is the invitation offered by Philip: “ Come and see.”

Come to Jesus as revealed in the gospels and seewho Heis...!
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TheWater Turned ToWine
John 2:1-12

INTRODUCTION

1. John'spurposein his gospd was to produce faith - Jn 20:30-31
a.  Which he sought to accomplish by recording the “signs’ done by Jesus
b. Not dl of them, but enough to produce faith in Jesus as the Chrigt, the Son of God

2. The"dgns’ Jesus performed were miracles...
a. Expressonsof supernaturd, divine power
b. Desgned to attest His unique relationship with God - cf. Ac 2:22
[Thefirst sign recorded by John took place shortly after Jesus had acquired Hisfirst disciples..]

. THE SETTING

A. IN CANA OF GALILEE..

1. Onthethirdday -Jn 2:1
a. Thethird day after Jesus made two more disciples (Hendriksen)
b. Taking two days to reach Galilee from Judea (JFB)

2. Inthecity of Cana-Jn 2:1
a. Canawas about 4 miles NE of Nazareth, and SW of the Sea of Gdlilee
b. Jesus had wanted to go to Gdlilee - cf. Jn 1:43
c. Nathanad wasfrom the city of Cana- cf. Jn 21:2

B. AT A WEDDING FEAST...
1. Themother of Jesuswasthere-Jn 2:1
2. Likewise Jesus and His disciples, who had been invited - Jn 2:2
a. Jesusand Hisdisciples were not ascetics - ¢f. Mt 9:14
b. Hecame eating and drinking - cf. Mt 11:19

C. WHERE THE WINE HAD RUN OUT...
1. Asnoted by the mother of Jesus-Jn 2:3
a. Sheappearsto have somerole of responsbility and authority - cf. Jn 2:5
b. Theinvitaion to Jesus and His disciples may have been alast minute thing
¢.  Running out of wine would have been an embarrassment to Mary, if she werein charge
d. ShetdlsJesus, perhaps hinting arequest? (RWP)
2. Jesusrespondsto His mother - Jn 2:4
a “Woman”
1) Not aterm of disrespect in those days - cf. Jn 19:26; 20:15
2) Though asubtle hint may be implied by its use instead of “Mother” that their
relationship of mother and son was changing
b. “What does your concern have to do with Me?”
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1) Perhgpsamild rebuke for her anxiety
2) Perhapstoo much like Martha? - cf. Lk 10:41
c. “My hour hasnot yet come.”

1) Thissuggeststhat Mary’ s request was more than just adedire for a gift of wine

2) Perhaps she wanted a supreme manifestation of Him as the Messiah

3) That event would come later, with His death and resurrection - cf. Jn 2:18-19;
12:23,27; 17:1

4) Hismother sought for a supreme sign, but a that time only a secondary sign could
be fittingly given

5) l.e, thetriumph at Pentecost was not to be achieved at Cana (McGarvey)

[Despite the subtle rebuke, Mary evidently sense awillingness on Jesus part to do something. So she
ingtructed the servants to do whatever He says (cf. Jn 2:5). Thisleads usto...]

II. THE MIRACLE

A. THEWATER TURNED TO WINE...
1. Beginning with Sx empty water pots-Jn 2:6
a. Normaly used for the Jewish rituas of purification - cf. Mk 7:3-4
b. Capable of holding twenty or thirty galons (two or threefirkins, KJV) each
2. Hlled with water - Jn 2:7
a. Asindructed by Jesus
b. Flledtothebrim
3. A sample drawn and taken to the master of the feast - Jn 2:8
a.  Asingructed by Jesus
b. Carried out by the servants
c. Apparently what was drawn was still water; it became wine before reaching the guests
-cf.Jn 2:9

B. THEIMPACT ON THOSE PRESENT...
1. Upon the master of the feast - Jn 2:9-10
a. Hetasted the water that was made wine
b. Not knowing where it came from, he called the bridegroom
c. Tdling him that he kept the good wine for last, contrary to norma custom
2. Upon the disciples of Jesus-Jn 2:11
a. Itwasthe beginning of Sgns Jesusdid in Gdilee- cf. Jn 4:54
b. Inwhich Jesus manifested Hisglory - ¢f. Jn 1:14
c. Ther faith in Jesus was even more strengthened

C. THEIMPACT ON USTODAY ...
1. It should not be to judtify the custom of socid drinking
a. Theword “oinos’ can refer to fermented wine, but not necessarily
b. Alcohalic drinkstoday are much stronger than those in Bible times
c. TheBibleisfilled with the dangers of drinking - cf. Pro 20:1; 23:29-35
d. Wedo well to consder the influence of our example - cf. Ro 14:21; 1 Co 10:31-33
2. Thismiracle of turning weter to wine reveds Jesus as
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a.  One who honors the bond of marriage by His presence at the wedding

b. Onewho bestows His giftslavighly; if in the physicad redm, how much more in the
spiritud?

c. Onewhoseinfinite love is made effective by His equdly infinite power

d. Onewho, accordingly, isthe Son of God, full of grace and glory

--  William Hendricksen, New Testament Commentary

CONCLUSION

1. After thismiracle in Cana, Jesus went down to Capernaum - Jn 2:12
a. Capernaum, acity on the northwestern shore of Gdlilee, visted frequently by Jesus
b. Together with His mother, His brothers (cf. Mt 13:55), and His disciples
c. Though they did not stay many days - cf. Jn 2:13

2. Thedisciples of Jesus must have been excited...
a. They had heard the testimony of John the Baptist concerning Jesus
b. They had borne their own initid testimony as to Jesus
c. Now they had seen this“sgn” that Jesus was truly what they believed Him to bel

More sgns to come would increase their faith in Jesus. They can have asmilar affect in usaswe
continue to read and study the gospel according to John...
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The Cleansing Of The Temple
John 2:13-25

INTRODUCTION

1. Itiscommon to think of Jesus as a gentle, peace-loving man...

a

b.

He certainly presented Himsdf as such on most occasions - eg., Mt 11:28-30
People felt comfortable in bringing their children to Him - eg., Mt 19:13-14

2. Yet on occason Jesus displayed strong righteous indignation...

a
b.

Such as when He visited Jerusdem during the Passover at the beginning of His ministry
As He drove the moneychangers and merchandisers out of thetemple - Jn 2:13-15

[What prompted this outburst of anger? What gave Jesus the authority to do this? What lessons might
we glean from this event? Aswe seek to find the answerslet’ sfirst note...]

|. THE REBUKE OF THE LORD

A.

MERCHANDISING HISFATHER'SHOUSE...

1. TheLord srebuke revedsthe reason for His outburst - cf. Jn 2:16

2. The sdlersof oxen and sheep, dong with the moneychangers, had turned the templeinto a
house of merchandise

3. It wasto be ahouse of prayer, they had turned it into aden of thieves - cf. Mt 21:13

-- TheLord was angered by the manner in which some used religion to make money

. MIGHT WE BE GUILTY OF A SMILAR OFFENSE...?

1. What if we attend church smply as aform of “networking”, to make business contacts?

2. What if we take advantage of our relationship as brethren to further a multilevel marketing
business, a home-based business, or any other financia enterprise?

-- TheLord stempletoday isthe church, we must be careful lest we defile it aswell
(cf.1C03:16-17)

[The Lord has ordained that those who preach the gospel be supported (1 Co 9:14). But Heis
angered by those who view the Lord’ s temple (people) asaway to get rich. Next, we note that His
anger was prompted by...]

II. THE ZEAL OF THE LORD

A.

B.

ZEAL FOR HISFATHER'SHOUSE...

1. Thedisciples were reminded of an Old Testament prophecy - Jn 2:17; cf. Psa 69:9
2. Jesus had zed (fervor) for God's house, for it’ sintended purpose (a house of prayer)
-- Hisgreat zeal for His Father’shouse moved Him to action

HOW ISOUR ZEAL FOR THE LORD’SHOUSE...?

Sermons From John 24



Mark A. Copeland

=

Remember, today the Father’ s houseis the church - cf. 1 Ti 3:15
2. Do we have greet zed for the church?
a. Tha it fulfill it’ sintended purpose (to make known God swill)? - cf. Ep 3:10-11
b. That we are troubled when we see people try to turn it into something else, such as
socid club, or a purveyor of entertainment?
-- If we have zeal for the Lord’shouse, we will not rest silent when others pervert its
purpose

[Of course, the action we take may not be the same as what Jesus did. Indeed, He took up “a whip of
cords.” What right did He have to use such adisplay of force? That’swhat the Jews wanted to
know...]

[II.THE AUTHORITY OF THE LORD

A. THE SIGN THAT PROVESHISAUTHORITY....

1. They wanted to know what sign (miracle) He could offer to prove Hisright to cleanse the
temple-Jn 2:18

2. Jesus offered His ability to rise from the dead as the ultimate proof - Jn 2:19-22
a. Laer, Hewould restate His clam to have this aility - Jn 10:17-18
b. Hisresurrection proved that He was the Son of God - cf. Ro 1:4

-- Hehasbeen given the authority to exer cise such judgment as cleansing the temple
- cf. In 5:22,26-27

B. WE DO NOT HAVE THE SAME AUTHORITY....

1. Weareto judge with righteous judgment - Jn 7:24
a. At timeswe mug distinguish between “hogs’ and “dogs’ - Mt 7:6
b. We can distinguish between good and bad fruit - Mt 7:15-20

2. But our authority to judgeislimited - Mt 7:1-5
a. Therearethingswe cannot judgein thislife - 1 Co 4:3-5
b. There are people we are not to judge- 1 Co 5:11-13
c. Vengeancein particular belongstotheLord - cf. Ro 12:17-19

-- While Jesusis our example (cf. 1 Pe 2:21), there are some “ steps’ that He took
that we cannot take

[ The reason we cannot emulate the Lord in every case becomes evident as we consider...]

IV.THE POWER OF THE LORD

A. THE POWER THAT JUSTIFIESHISACTION...
1. John mentions how many came to believe in Him because of Hissgns-Jn 2:23
2. John dso makes note of His unwillingness to commit Himsdlf to others & thistime
a. Hehad no need to, because he knew al - Jn 2:24
b. Hehad no need to, because he knew what wasin man - Jn 2:25
-- Jesusisrevealed as one who can discern the hearts of men - cf. Mt 9:4; Re 2:23

B. WE DO NOT HAVE THE SAME POWER...
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1. We cannot discern the hearts of men like the Lord can; note these comments:
a. “Our Lord knew dl men, their nature, dispositions, affections, designs, so as we do not
know any man, not even ourselves.”
b. “Heknows his crafty enemies, and dl their secret projects; hisfdse friends, and their
true characters.”
c. “Heknowswho aretruly his, knows their uprightness, and knows their wesknesses.”
d. “Weknow what is done by men; Christ knows whét isin them, he tries the heart.”
--  Matthew Henry Commentary
2. Since we cannot read the hearts of men, we must be careful
a. Weare unable to always know the motives of others
b. We must approach those in oppogition with humility - cf. 2 Ti 2:24-26
c. Wemust gpproach brethren overtaken in afault with gentleness - cf. Ga 6:1

CONCLUSION

1.

In contending for the faith (which is a solemn duty, Ju 3)...
a. Some often use the example of Jesus cleansing the temple to judtify their behavior
b. Asthey lash out in anger (righteous indignation?) towards those teaching error

Isit right to gpped to Jesus examplein thiscase...?
a. Canwe gpped to every example of Jesus?
b. If 50, arewe judtified to use awhip of cordsaswdl?

The immediate context offers reasons to answer carefully...

a.  Jesus possessed unlimited authority to judge man, proven by His resurrection from the dead

b. Jesus possessed divine power to read the hearts of men, we sometimes cannot even discern
our own hearts

There are times for righteous indignation...
a. But somethings must be left to the Lord, the righteous Judge
b. Wemug avoid what might actudly be “sdf-righteous’ indignation!

While we may not dways be able to emulatethe L ord’ s prerogative to judge, we should certainly
griveto copy His zeal for His Father’shouse. Isour zed for His church what it ought to be...?
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The New Birth
John 3:1-21

INTRODUCTION

1. A commonly used phraseis“born again Chrigtian”...
a. Oftenin the context of distinguishing between Christians who are “born again” and those not
b. Whichisaredly anincorrect diginction, for al true Christians have been “born again”
--  But what doesit mean to be “born again”?

2. TheBible usesthe expresson “born again” only afew times...
a. Jesusin His conversation with Nicodemus - Jn 3:3,5,7
b. Peterinhisfirs epistle-1 Pe 1:3,23
-- Although the idea of being “born” of God is used many times- eg., Jn 1:13; 1Jn 5:1

[In His discussion with Nicodemus, Jesus reved's much about being “born again.” With His comments
asthe basis of our study, let’s examine what the Bible reveds about “ The New Birth.” After we are
introduced to Nicodemus (cf. dso Jn 7:50; 19:39), we observe Jesus emphasizing...]

|. THENECESSTY OF THE NEW BIRTH (1-3)

A. NECESSARY TO SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD...

1. Unlessoneisborn again, he cannot see (enter) the kingdom - cf. Jn 1:3,5,7

2. What isthe kingdom of God? In bri€f...
a. Theruleand reign of God in the person of Chrigt - cf. Mt 28:18; Ac 2:36; Re 1:4
b. A spiritud kingdom not of thisworld - cf. Jn 18:36; Lk 17:20-21
c. A kingdom made up of faithful subjects (i.e, the church) - cf. Co 1:13; Re 1:6,9
d. A kingdom both present and future - cf. Mt 13:41-43; 1 Co 15:24-26

-- Do you wish to bein the kingdom now and hereafter? You must be born again!

B. NECESSARY TO BE SAVED...
1. Tobein thekingdom isto be saved from the powers of darkness - cf. Co 1:13
2. Salvation requires arebirth, aregeneration - cf. Ti 3:5
-- Do you wish to be saved from your sins? You must be born again!

[Nicodemus is confused, assuming that Jesus has in mind a physicd birth. So Jesus explains..]

II. THE NATURE OF THE NEW BIRTH (4-5)

A. INVOLVESBOTH WATER AND THE SPIRIT...
1. Note carefully: one birth involving two dements - water and the Spirit
a.  Not two births (born of water and born of the Spirit)
b. But one hirth (born of water and the Spirit)
2. Compare Paul’sdescription - cf. Ti 3:5
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a. A washing of regeneration (water)
b. And renewing of the Holy Spirit (Spirit)
3. Anobvious reference to baptism
a. “There can be no doubt, on any honest interpretation of the words, that gennethenai ek
hudatos (born of water) refers to the token or outward sign of baptism, gennethenai ek
pneumatos (born of Spirit) to the thing signified, or inward grace of the Holy Spirit. All
attemptsto get rid of these two plain facts have sprung from doctrina prejudices, by
which the views of expositors have been warped.” - Alford (Greek Testament)
b. “By water, here, isevidently sgnified baptism.” - Albert Barnes
c. “Baptism by water, into the Christian faith, was necessary to every Jew and Gentile that
entered into the kingdom of the Messiah.” - Adam Clarke
d. “Thereisnat any one Chridtian writer of any antiquity in any language but what
undergands it of baptism....I believe Cavin wasthe fird that ever denied this place to
mean baptism. He gives it another interpretation, which he confesses to be new.”
- William Wl (Higtory of Infant Baptism)
--  Thenew birth occurswhen oneisbaptized, for in that smple act of faith they are
born not only of thewater out of which they arise, but also born of the Spirit
(regenerated) by the working of God at that moment - cf. Co 2:12-13

INVOLVES THE WORD OF GOD...
1. Oneisbornagain by the Word - 1 Pe 1:23
a. Theincorruptible Word that is preached - cf. 1 Pe 1:25
b. Theingrument through which the Spirit convictsthe snner - ¢f. Jn 16:7; Ep 6:17
¢.  Which includes the command to be baptized - cf. Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
2. Jesus sanctifies and cleanses His church by the washing of water by the word - Ep 5:26
a. The“washing of water” is another alusion to baptism - Jameison, Fausset, Brown
b. Yet baptism must be adminigtered in conjunction with the Word of God to be of benefit
-- Thenew birth involves several elements (water, Spirit, Word of God), all coming
together when onerespondsto the gospel in baptism - e.g., Ac 2:37-39

[While there is evidence that oneis born of water as they rise from the watery grave of baptism, the
evidence of their being born of the Spirit comes later...]

IIl.THE EVIDENCE OF THE NEW BIRTH (6-8)

A.

SEEN BY THE EFFECT OF THE SPIRIT...

1. We should expect that what the Spirit producesis spirit (i.e., spiritud) - Jn 3.6

2. Likethewind (the same Greek word as Spirit), we do not see the Spirit itsdf but the effect
that it produces

-- Hasonebeen truly born of the Spirit (i.e., born again)? With timethere should be
clear evidencethat a changehasoccurred - eg., 1Jn 3:14

SEEN BY THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT...

1. Paul describes the fruit (evidence) of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23

2. Which comes not only being born of the Spirit, but walking in the Spirit - Ga 5:16,25
-- Wherethefruit does not appear, either therewas never any rebirth or oneis
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walking after theflesh, not the Spirit! - cf. Ga5:17

[Asthe discussion continues (Jn 3:9-13), it soon turns into adiscour se (Jn 3:14-21), the latter in
which Jesus describes...]

IV.THE BASISFOR THE NEW BIRTH (14-18)

A.

THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST...

1.

2.

Jesus compares His eventud crucifixion to Moses' lifting up of the serpent - Jn 3:14; Num
21:4-9

S0 people would be saved from perishing by believing in Jesus-Jn 3:15

Without redemption from sin, regeneration would be meaningless; the new birth
providesboth! - cf. Ac 22:16; Ti 3:5

THE LOVE OF GOD...

1.

2.

God s0 loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that those who believe might
have everlagting life (i.e., enter the kingdom of God) - Jn 3:16

God does not want anyone to perish or be condemned, but to be saved - Jn 3:16b-17
God’slovefor man iswhat makes Chrigt’s sacrifice and the new birth possible! - cf.
1Jn 4:9-10

THE FAITH OF MAN...

1.
2.

Those who believe in Jesus will not perish, but have everlagting life - IJn 3:15-16

They will not be condemned, unlike those who do not believe - Jn 3:18

The new birth requiresfaith in Jesus; without faith, being born of water is
meaningless, and born of the Spirit impossible - cf. Mk 16:16; Jn 8:24; Ac 8:36-37

[Chrigt’s sacrifice and God' s love, in cooperation with man’ s faith, makes the new birth possble. Yet
many remain condemned for lack of faith in Jesus. Why? Jesus offers one reason for...]

V. THE REJECTION OF THE NEW BIRTH (19-21)

A.

MANY LOVE DARKNESSMORE THAN LIGHT...

1.
2.

Light (Jesus) has come into the world - Jn 3:19a; 1:5,9; 8:12

There are those who love the darkness instead, because of their evil deeds - Jn 3:19b
Their lovefor things of the world cause them to rgect thelight of Jesus- eg. Lk
16:14

MANY DO NOT WANT TO BE EXPOSED BY THE LIGHT...

1.
2.

They know that coming to Jesus will expose their evil deeds - Jn 3:20; cf. Ep 5:13

But those willing to obey (does the truth), do not fear thelight - Jn 3:21

Unwilling to give up their evil deeds, they are unwilling to submit to the new birth
which acknowledges on€’ s sinfulnessand requiresrepentance - e.g., Ac 2:36-38

CONCLUSION
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1. InHisconversation with Nicodemus, Jesus revea's much about being born again...
a. Thenecessity of the new birth (one cannot be a Chrigtian unless “born again”)
b. Thenature of the new birth (abirth involving both water and the Spirit, i.e., baptism)
c. Theevidence of the new birth (observable by its effects, i.e., the fruit of the Spirit)
d. Thebasis of the new birth (Christ’s sacrifice, God' s love, man' sfaith)
e. Thergection of the new hirth (why many refuse to submit to it)

2. What about you? Have you been born again...?
a. Born of water and the Spirit (i.e., awashing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit)?
b. Born through the Word of God (i.e., by responding to the gospd message)?
c. Responding to God'slove and Chrigt’s sacrifice by expressing your faith in baptism?
Remember the words of Jesus...

“Hewho believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned.” (Mk 16:16)

“Do not marvel that | said to you, *You must be born again.”” (Jn 3:7)
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Seven Principles Of Personal Evangelism
John 4:1-26

INTRODUCTION

1. Mog Chrigians want to share the gospd of Chrigt with others...
a. Yet many often fed awkward in their attemptsto talk with others
b. Or they smply don’t know how to establish contacts for a Bible study
--  Causing many to experience frudtration that discourages them from trying again

2. Perhgps we learn some things from Jesus, the master teacher...
a.  Who often engaged in persond evangdism aswdll as public preaching
b. For example, His conversation with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’swell - Jn 4:1-26

[Obsarving Jesusin action, it is possble to glean “ Seven Principles Of Personal Evangelism” that
we would do well to remember in our own efforts to teach others. One such principleisto...]

I. CONTACT PEOPLE SOCIALLY

A. WE MUST HAVE SOCIAL CONTACT...
1. Theimport of Jesus passng through Samaria- Jn 4:1-6
a. Many Jews, because of their disdain for Samaritans, avoided Samaria
b. Jesus and His disciples chose to pass through Samaria, assuring contact
c. A smilar example of Jesus making socid contact - cf. Lk 5:29-32
2. When people aren’'t coming to Chrigt, it's because we are not going to the people!
a. Wecan't befishers of men by fishing in abarrd; if the fish won't cometo the barrd,
then we must go where the fish are!
b. The problem with sowing the seed is not that there is not good ground to be found, but
that the seed is ill inthe barn! - ¢f. Hag 2:19

B. DO NOT CONFUSE SEPARATION WITH ISOLATION...
1. Yes wemust be separate - 2 Co 6:14-18
2. But this does not mean we are to isolate ourselves
a. Notethe prayer of Chrigt -Jn 17:15
b. Notethe command of Paul - 1 Co 5:9-11
3. Withdrawing oursdlves from those who have not heard or obeyed the gospel in contrary to
the will of the Lord!

C. OPPORTUNITIESFOR SOCIAL CONTACT...
1. At school with fellow students
a. Don't think you are too young to be involved in leading othersto Christ
b. Young Chrigtians often possess the greatest opportunities to teach others
c. How you serve now will likely be an indication of how you will serve later in life
2. Atwork with felow employees or employers
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a. We spend much of our life with these people
b. We have the greatest potentia to influence them, especidly by example
3. At home with neighbors, friends, and family
a. Do we even know our neighbors?
b. Those closest to us can be difficult sometimes, but are reachable - eg., Mt 13:54-58;
Jn7:5 Acl:14

[Remember, Jesus said “ Go into all theworld...” (Mk 16:15). We must go where the people are!
Another principle we can glean from Jesus  conversation with thewoman is...]

II. ESTABLISH A COMMON INTEREST

A. COMMON INTERESTSCREATE A BRIDGE...

1. Note Jesus first words to the woman - Jn 4:7-8
a. Shehad come to draw water
b. Hewasthirsty
c. Hisfirg words centered around their common interest (water)

2. Redlizethe need to build rapport
a. Meaningful didogueis not easy, especidly involving piritud matters
b. A common interest dlows opportunity for meaningful dialogue
c. Once abridge for communication has been established, it will be easier to discuss

God' s word with another person

B. COMMON INTERESTSARE MANY. ...
1. They indude family (such as children, grandchildren)
2. They indude activities (such aswork, community projects, hobbies)
3. They incdlude shar ed experiences (such astrave, or even tragedies)

[Don't fed that you must immediately begin talking about spiritud métters. Take timeto nurture
common interests. Y et at some point we want to reach the next stage, which leadsto our third
principle...]

1. AROUSE SPIRITUAL INTEREST

A. THROUGH YOUR ACTIONS...

1. Theexample of Jesus-Jn 4:9
a. Asaman He speaksto her, awoman
b. Asarabbi He speaksto her, an immora woman
c. AsaJdew He speaksto her, a Samaritan
-- Hearousad interest by smply spesking to her

2. Regarding our actions
a. We can arouse spiritud interest by our example
b. By showing kindness and compassion to dl, even the evil and wicked
c. By not harboring racia or socid prejudices to those who are different
d. By our own example of faith and hope - eg., 1 Pe 3:1-2,15
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B. THROUGH YOUR WORDS...
1. Theexample of Jesus-Jn 4:10-14
a  Jesus datement shifted thelr conversation to spiritual matters
b. Heled them into adiscusson on acommon spiritud interest (living water!)
2. Regarding our words
a. We can raise questions or make statements that shift conversations to spiritual matters
1) E.g., “What do you think our world isin such amess?’
2) E.g., “Would you be interested in what the Bible says about...?”
b. Thediscusson should firgt involve matters of common agreement
1) Sart with things upon which you agree, to build rapport and ingtill confidence
2) Thiswasthe practice of gpostolic preaching - e.g., Ac 13:16-22

[Once spiritual interest has been aroused, another principle can be gleaned from Jesus conversation
with the Samaritan woman.. ]

IV.DON'T GO TOO FAR, TOO FAST

A. GIVE A PERSON WHAT THEY ARE READY FOR...
1. Note Jesus discusson with the woman - Jn 4:15-16
a Shewanted the “living water”, but did she redly understand?
b. Jesus saw the need to dow her down and provide the proper ground work
1) She needed fath in Him asthe Messah
2) He needed to provide evidence that He was the Messiah
c. Soingead of giving her the “living water” ...
1) Hetélsher to get her husband
2) Which will result in her conviction of Him as a prophet
2. Sometimes people don't redize what they need first
a. They'll want to talk about a particular subject
b. But they redly need something dsefirst

B. SOME EXAMPLES...
1. Somewant to study Reveation, when they need to be grounded on the rest of the Bible first
2. Some want to discuss issues related to church organization, work, worship, etc., when they
ought to focus on the “firgt principles’ of the gospdl
3. Itisimportant that a person not choke on the “meat” of the Word - cf. 1 Co 3:1-2

[There is another principle of evangelism that takes into consideration the need of the prospect...]

V. DON'T CONDEMN UNNECESSARILY

A. THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS...
1. He could have dwelt on her being an adulteress- Jn 4:17-18
2. Asdated dsawhere, He came to save the world, not to condemn it - cf. Jn 3:17
3. Not to say Hewill not one day judge the world, but that the primary purpose of Hisfirst
coming wasto offer sdvation - cf. Jn 12:46-48
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B. IN OUR EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS...
1. Though we preach againgt Sin, our primary purpose isto save, not judge- 1 Co 5:12-13
2. Our focus should be to inform others of the forgiveness God offers - cf. 2 Co 5:18-20

a

b.

God seeks reconciliation with sSinners
Qursisaminigry of reconciliation

[Ancther important principle in evangdism to remember is...]

VI.STICK WITH THE MAIN ISSUE

A. INTHE CASE OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN...
1. Sheturned the subject away from hersdf to where one should worship - Jn 4:19-20
2. Jesus answered her question, while effectively turning the conversation back to the origina
subject: Who Heis and what He offers - IJn 4:21-25 (cf. Jn 4:10)

B. REMAIN STEADFAST TO YOUR OBJECTIVES...
1. If seeking to establish acommon ground of agreement, avoid jumping ahead
2. Asyou move from common to uncommon ground...

a

b.

Takeonedep a atime
Do not go on until agreement at each step has occurred

3. If your objectiveis smply to obtain consent for ahome Bible study, avoid getting into a
detailed discussion at that time - cf. Pro 15:28

[Onelast principle in evangelism gleaned from Jesus conversation with the woman at the well...]

VIlI. CONFRONT DIRECTLY

A. JESUS EXAMPLE THEN...
1. Findly, Jesus confronted the woman with His identity - Jn 4:26
2. Thiscame after He had laid the groundwork

B. EXAMPLESFOR TODAY. ...
1. Intrying to s&t up ahome Bible study

a

b.

C.

d.

e.
f.

g

Take advantage of socid contacts

Develop common interests

Be open to comments that indicate a spiritua interest, while demongtrating your own
faith through actions and words

Avoid fruitless arguments, emphasize instead common beliefs

Praise their good points and encourage them in the right direction

Have one primary objective: to encourage them to sudy the Bible even more

a. A if they would like to learn more about Jesus, the Bible, His church

b. Notethe example of Aquilaand Priscillawith Apollos- Ac 18:24-26

Confront them directly with the opportunity to sudy the Bible

2. During the course of ahome Bible study

a

b.

Continue to develop the socid contact
Continue to establish common interests
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Take time to accentuate common ground you share in your spiritud interests

Go from common ground to uncommon ground carefully

Stress the gospel message; don't obsess on thelr individua shortcomings

Have one primary objective: to help them understand their need and gospel plan of

sdvation - Mk 16:15-16; cf. Co 1:5-6

g. Confront them directly with the invitation to obey the gospel of Chrigt; for

example, by asking...

1) “Doesthis make sense?’

2) “lsthere anything | have said that you do not understand?’

3) “Havel been teaching you anything other than what the Bible teaches?’

4) “Would you like to obey Christ now and be baptized for the remission of your
sns?’

ol SR

CONCLUSION

1. Theresult of Jesus conversation with the Samaritan woman was the conversion of many peoplein
the city of Sychar - Jn 4:39-42

2. Thisdemongratesthe potentid of persona evangeism...
a. Who knows whether the one person you teach may in turn bring many to Christ?
b. That one person may be like a seed from which seeds may come forth
Redizing this potentia, we can better gppreciate the words of Jesus:
“Do you not say, ‘ There are still four months and [then] comes the harvest’?
Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already
white for harvest!” (Jn 4:35)

Perhaps by following the example of our Lord, we can be more useful in His service...
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The Gift Of Living Water
John 4:10-14

INTRODUCTION

1. When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well, He spoke of “living water” ...
a. He approached her for adrink on Hisway to Galilee - Jn 4:3-8
b. Shewas amazed that He, a Jew, would speak to her, a Samaritan woman - Jn 4:9
-- Jesusused the opportunity to tell her about “living water” - Jn 4:10-14

2. Questions abound about “ the gift of God” and “living water” in this passage...
a. Wha is“thegift of God’?
1) Many sy it refersto Jesus
2) Othersbdieveit refersto the savation He offers
b. What isthe“living water” Jesus offers?
1) Many say itisafigurefor salvation or etlernd life
2) Othersgpply it to the Holy Spirit, because of Jn 7:37-39
-- Arethey two different things, or one and the same?

3. Likeothers | beieve“thegift of God” and “living water” are one and the same...
a. “Now itisquite clear that our Lord means the same thing, whatever it may be, by the two
expressions, ‘the gift of God' and ‘the living water.”” - Maclaren
b. “When Jesus spoke about ‘the gift of God,” He meant ‘living water.”” - Hendriksen
-- Though I can appreciate why many believe “the gift of God” isJesus- cf. Jn 3:16

4. Likeothers, | tend to think “living water” in this passage may refer to the Holy Spirit...
a. “By thisliving water is meant the Spirit...” - Maithew Henry
b. “From[Jn 7:37-39] itisplain, that our Savior here by the living water he speaks of understood
the Holy Spirit.” - Poole

[That “living weter” in Jn 4:10-14 may be an dlusion to the gift of the Holy Spirit comes from examining
the nature of this*“living water” described by Jesus both hereand in Jn 7. For example...]

. THE LIVING WATER MUST BE DRUNK

A. ASEXPRESSED BY JESUS...
1. “..whoever drinks of the water thet | shdl give him will never thirs” - Jn 4:14
2. “If anyone thirgts, let him cometo Me and drink” - Jn 7:37

B. DO WE “DRINK” THEHOLY SPIRIT...?
1. Yes, upon our conversion
a.  Those who repent and are baptized receive the gift of the Spirit - Ac 2:38-39
b. Those who are baptized are made to “drink” of the Spirit - 1 Co 12:13
2. Yes, aswe continue to seek to befilled with the Spirit
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a. Wearenot to be drunk with wine, but filled with the Spirit - Ep 5:18-19

b. Theimplication may be that filling comes through “drinking”

c. How do we continue to drink of the Spirit? | would suggest in these ways.
1) Singing and making melody in our heart - Ep 5:18-19
2) Feeding upon the Word of God, which is the sword of the Spirit - Ep 6:17
3) Praying for srength through the Spirit - Ep 3:16; cf. Lk 11:13

[Thus we see asmilarity between the “living water” of Jesus and what is said concerning the Spirit and
the Chrigian. The smilarity continues...]

. THE LIVING WATER QUENCHES THIRST

A. ASEXPRESSED BY JESUS...
1. “but whoever drinks of the water that | shdl give him will never thirs.” - Jn 4:14
2. “If anyonethirds, let him cometo Me and drink.” - Jn 7:37

B. DOESTHE HOLY SPIRIT “QUENCH THIRST”...?
1. Yes asprophesied by Isaiah - cf. 1sa 44:3
2. Yes if by quenching our thirst one means meeting our spiritua needs
a. Such asour need for the love of God - cf. Ro 5:5
Such as our need for our love for God - cf. Ro 8:15; Ga 4:6
Such as our need to mortify theflesh - ¢f. Ro 8:12-13
Such as our need to abound in hope - cf. Ro 15:13
Such as our need for inner strength - cf. Ep 3:16

®PoooT

[In many ways the Spirit quenches our spiritud thirst! Aswe continue to note the Smilarity between
“living water” and the Spirit in the life of the Chrigtian, we next observe...]

[II.THE LIVING WATER ISIN YOU

A. ASEXPRESSED BY JESUS...
1. “thewater that | shdl give him will becomein him...” -Jn 4:14
2. “out of hisheart...” - Jn 7:38

B. ISTHEHOLY SPIRIT “IN” US...?
1. Yes, our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit - 1 Co 6:19
2. Yes, for the Spirit dwdlsin usif we are Chrig’s- R0 8:9,11

[How the Holy Spirit indwells the Christian may be amystery; that He does, thereis no doubt. Note
another smilarity between “living water” and the Spirit in the life of the Chridian...]

IV.THE LIVING WATER SPRINGS UP

A. ASEXPRESSED BY JESUS...
1. “afountain of water springing up” - Jn 4:14
2. “will flow rivers of living weter” - Jn 7:38
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B. DOESTHE HOLY SPIRIT “SPRING UP"...?
1. Yes by moving the Christianto “cry out” Abba, Father - Ro 8:15; Ga 4:6
2. Yes by hdping the Chrigtian to “abound” in hope - Ro 15:13
3. Yes by producing “fruit” in the life of the Chritian - Ga 5:22-23

[Thefruit of the Sairit truly refreshes the soul of the Chrigtian as*living water” does the thirsty soul.
Findly, note one more smilarity between “living water” and the Spirit in the life of the Chridtian.. ]

V. THELIVING WATER RESULTSIN ETERNAL LIFE

A. ASEXPRESSED BY JESUS...
1. “afountain of water soringing up into everlagting life” - Jn 4:14
2. Note the“living water” is not everlagting life itsdlf, rather it results in everlagting life

B. DOESTHEHOLY SPIRIT “RESULT IN ETERNAL LIFE"...?
1. Yes, for through the Spirit we walt for the hope of righteousness - Ga 5.5
2. That hope, of course, iseternd life-Ti 1:2
3. By the Spirit whom God poured out on us abundantly through Jesus...
a. Wearerenewed and justified by God'sgrace-Ti 3:5-6
b. Thus made heirs according to the hope of eternd life-Ti 3:5-7
4. And sowing to the Spirit will of the Spirit regp everlagting life - Ga 6:8

CONCLUSION

1.

Whilethe“living water” in Jn 4:10-14 may pertain to sdvation, | believe it has particular reference
to the gift of the Spirit in the life of the Chrigtian...

a.  Sdvdion involves both judtification and sanctification

b. TheHoly Spirit certainly playsarolein both - cf. 1 Co 6:11; Ti 3:4-7

c. And the Spirit is given to those who become Chrigtians - Ac 2:38-39; 5:32; Ga 4.6

-- It certainly hassuch referencein Jn 7:37-39

If s0, then we might understand Jesus words to the Samaritan woman as follows...
a. “If you knew the gift of God” - If you knew what God iswilling to give you (i.e,, the Spirit)
b. “..and whoit iswho saystoyou...” - That Heisthe Messah, the one who will pour out the
Spiriton dl flesh - ¢f. Jn 1:33; Ac 2:33
c. “..Hewould have given you living water...” - i.e., the Holy Spirit
1) The same promise madeto dl believersin Jn 7:37-39
2) Though not fully given until He was glorified (after His resurrection and ascension)

Arewe enjoying the benefits of “ The Gift Of Living Water” that Jesus offers...?
a. It beginsby responding to Chrigt in baptism - ¢f. Ac 2:38; 1 Co 12:13
b. It continues by being careful not to “quench” the Spirit - ¢f. 1 Th 5:19; eg., Ac 7:51

May our attitude be like that of the Samaritan woman: “ Sir, give methiswater...” - Jn 4:15
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Worship In Spirit And Truth
John 4:20-24

INTRODUCTION

1. At Jacob'swell, Jesus and the Samaritan woman discussed the matter of worship...
a. Samaritans and Jews differed as to where one should worship - Jn 4:20
1) Samaritans believed they should worship on Mt. Gerazim
2) Jews understood that it should be in Jerusdlem
b. Jesussad the time was coming for a different kind of worship - Jn 4:21-24
1) Where worship would not be defined by its location (though Jews had been right)
2) Where true worshippers would worship the Father in spirit and truth

2. What does it mean to worship the Father in spirit and truth? Many say it means...
a. Toworship God from the heart (“in spirit”)
b. Toworship God asHedirectsin His Word (*and truth”)

3. Yet note the contrast made by Jesus...
a.  The Jews had worshipped correctly by going to Jerusalem
b. But the time was coming when place would not be important
-- A contragt isbeing made between OT wor ship and NT wor ship

4. Somehow Old Testament (OT) worship had not been “in spirit and truth”...
a. Yet God required worship from the heart from the Jews - cf. Deu 6:4-7; Isa 1:10-18
b. And God required worship as directed by His Word - cf. Deu 5:32-33

[If “in spirit and truth” does not mean “from the heart and in harmony with God's Word”, then what
doesit mean? Let’sfirst consder...]

. WORSHIPPING GOD IN SPIRIT

A. MEANSTO OFFER “SPIRITUAL” WORSHIP...
1. Incontrast to that which is mostly physica
2. Thisexplandion isin keeping with the context - cf. Jn 4:24
a. Jesushbegan by saying “ God is Spirit...”
b. Theworship of God isto be “in spirit” (i.e., spiritud)
3. Note these comments:
a “..menmus offer aworship corresponding with the nature and attributes of God.”
-J. W. McGarvey
b. “Since heis Spirit, he must receive spiritud worship...” - B.W. Johnson
c. “A pure, aholy, aspiritud worship, therefore, is such as he seeks—the offering of the
soul rether than the formd offering of the body—the homage of the heart rather than
that of thelips.” - Albert Barnes
-- A worship was coming that was morein keeping with God’s nature!
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B. ASOPPOSED TO “CARNAL” ORDINANCES...

1. OT worship conssted of carnal (fleshly) ordinances - cf. He 9:1-10

a. A physcd sructure (tabernacle)

Specid priesthood, clothing for priests
Lamp stands, burning incense
Ingruments of music
Feast days
Animd and med sacrifices

-- All which appealed to the carnal or physical senses of man
2. NT worship is geared more toward the spiritual sSide of man:
God'stemple is now spiritua, made up of Chrigians-1 Co 3:16; Ep 2:19-22
All Chrigians are priegts, offering up soiritud sacrifices-1 Pe 2:5,9
Our prayers are as sweet incense - Re 5:8
Our musicis making melody with the heart, not the harp - Ep 5:19
The Lord's Supper - Ac 20:7; 1 Co 10:16-17; 11:17-34
Spiritua sacrifices of praise and service- He 13:15; Ro 12:1-2
Theemphasisison the spirit of man, not his physical senses!

0 o0 o

~0 Q0T

[Physicd ordinances of the Old Covenant were until “the time of reformation” (He 9:9-10), which
occurred with the coming of the New Covenant. As Jesus proclaimed, the new worship ismorein
keeping with the nature of God (“ God is Spirit...” ), designed to relate more to the spiritua side of
man. Now let’sexamine...]

. WORSHIPPING GOD IN TRUTH

A. MEANSTO OFFER “TRUE (REAL)” WORSHIP...

1. Toworship according to the commands of God?
a. Certanly we should do this
b. But thisisno contrast to what God expected in the OT - cf. Deu 5:32-33
c. Jesus admitted that the Jews were right in their worship - Jn 4:22

2. What then is the contrast between worship that was and that which“ now is” ?
a.  Not between true and fa se worship
b. But between that which istrue (real) and that which had been a shadow

-- A wor ship was coming that was morein kegping with truth and reality

B. ASOPPOSED TO “SHADOW (SYMBOL)” WORSHIP...
1. Many dements of worship in the OT were smply ashadow or figure of that to come
a. TheTabernaclewasasymbol - He 9:8-9
b. The Law with itsworship was only ashadow of that to come-He 10:1
2. Chrigisnow inthetrue tabernacle (heaven)- He 9:11-12,24
a. We should expect the worship of the true to be different from that of the shadow
b. We have aready seen that to be the case:
1) Old Covenant worship, which was but a shadow, was physical in nature
2) New Covenant worship is according to the true redlities (God is Spirit, Chrigt in
heaven) and is therefore more spiritual in nature
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-- Theemphassison that which istrue (real), not which was a shadowy symbol of
thingsto come

[This explanation of worshipping God “ in spirit and truth” ismore in kesping with the immediate
context. Since God is seeking “ true worshippers’ who worship Him accordingly (Jn 4:23), some
thoughts about our worship today may be appropriate...]

[.WORSHIPPING GOD TODAY

A. NOT ALL WORSHIP ISACCEPTABLE...

1. Thereisvain worship - Mt 15:7-9
a. Based on traditions of men, while ignoring the commands of God
b. Offered without involving our “hearts’ (spirits)

2. Thereisignorant worship - Ac 17:22-23
a. Ignorant of the true nature of God
b. Ignorant of the worship He desires

3. Thereiswill worship - Co 2:20-23 (KJV)
a. Sdf-imposed, not God-directed
b. What we like, what we think is good

-- Just because we wor ship God, does not mean Heis pleased with our wor ship!

B. MANY OFFER CARNAL WORSHIP...

1. When they apped to the OT for their authority for how they worship
a. For insrumenta music, burning incense, clgpping, €tc.
b. They seek to judtify that which gpped s to the flesh (senses), not the spirit

2. When they offer that which gppedsto ther fleshly nature
a. Preferring what isbased on how it sounds
b. Preferring what isbased on how it feels

-- Striving to be more spiritual, somerevert to becoming more carnal, a reason to be
concerned (cf. Ga 4:9-11)!

C. GOD SEEKSTRUE WORSHIPPERS...

1. Whoworship God “...with their spirits’ - Matthew Poole
a. Seeking to engage the spirit (mind) more than the organs of the body
b. Content with the smplicity of worship that stresses the spiritual Sde of man

2. Who worship God “...according to therule that hehath prescribed, in truth and
reality.” - ibid.
a. Not degring to return to the carnd ordinances imposed until atime of reformation
b. Content with the worship ordained in the New Covenant

3. Who can worship God anywhere, anytime, with true spiritual worship - eg., Ac 16:25

--  God seeks such wor shippers, who seek to wor ship Him in spirit and truth!

CONCLUSION

1. Matthew Poole offered this explanation of our text in his commentary...
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“God...is a spiritual Being, the Father of spirits, and requiresa spiritual service
proportioned to Hisbeing; and thereforethose that pay a religious homage to
him, must do it with their spirits, and according to therulethat hehath
prescribed, in truth and reality.”

2. How can we be sure to offer spiritual and true worship acceptable to God...?
a. Look tothe New Testament for our authority in worship!
b. Worshipin ways ordained by Christ and His apostles! - cf. Ac 2:42

3. AsGodis Spirit...
a. Our worship should be spiritua and not limited to specia places
b. The emphass should be on the spiritud (e.g., meaning of the words), and not the physica
(e.g., how it looks, sounds, fedls)

Remember...
“...the hour iscoming, and now is, when the true worshiperswill worship the

Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”
(In 4:23)
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One Sows And Another Reaps
John 4.35-38

INTRODUCTION

1. Jesus, the Magter Teacher, has much to teach us about winning souls...
a. By way of example, He teaches us the need for compassion - eg., Mt 9:35-36
b. By way of ingruction, He teaches the need for prayer - eg., Mt 9:37-38
--  Many other things regarding evangelism can be gleaned from our Lord’ s example and words

2. On one occasion, Jesus taught His disciples an important principle of sowing and regping...
a. In Samaia, following His discusson with the woman at the well - cf. Jn 4:28-29
b. Apparently as people from the city were making their way to see Jesus - cf. Jn 4:30
c. Asthe crowd was making their way, Jesustold His disciples:
1) “Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are dready white for
harvest” - Jn 4:35
2) “Hewho regps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternd life, that both he who sows and
he who regps may rejoice together.” - Jn 4:36
3) “Forinthisthe sayingistrue: ‘One sows and another regps.’” - Jn 4:37
4) *| have sent you to regp that for which you have not |abored; others have labored, and you
have entered into their labors.” - Jn 4:38

3. Inour study, | want to focus on the “true saying” Jesus referred to...
a. l.e, “Onesowsand another reaps’
b. Which provides vauable ingght into the process of winning souls
[From Jesus we learn that...]

. WINNING SOULSINVOLVESBOTH SOWING AND REAPING

A. THE PROCESS OF SOWING...
1. Inagriculture, sowing involves preparing the soil and planting the seed
2. Inwinning soulsto Chrigt, sowing likewise involves preparation and planting
a. Inwhich hearts are being prepared to receive the gospel
b. Inwhich hearts are firgt introduced to the gospel
-- A processinvolving time, teaching, influence, often with little visible resuts

B. THE PROCESS OF REAPING...
1. Inagriculture, regping is the harvesting of what has been sown
2. Inwinning soulsto Chrig, regping involves asmilar harvest
a. Involving soulswho have dready heard the Word
b. Involving souls who decide to obey the Word
- A processinvolving conversion, with great joy and excitement over the results
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[Both sowing and regping are necessary to win souls. Yet the “saying” reveds that the two are not
aways done by the same person(s)...]

II. WE MAY REAP WHERE OTHERSHAVE SOWN

A. THISWASTHE CASE IN SAMARIA...
1. Jesussent Hisdisciples to reap where others had labored - cf. Jn 4:38
2. 'Who had done the sowing?
a.  Jesus, in conversng with the woman a the well - Jn 4:5-26
b. Thewoman, in tdling those in town about Jesus - Jn 4:28-30
-- Thediscipleswereto benefit from the sowing done by others

B. THISISOFTEN THE CASE TODAY....

1. Therearetimeswhen people seem “ripe’ (ready to be regped)
a. Ready to obey the gospe
b. Requiring little effort on our part

2. Thisislikdy dueto “sowing” that occurred sometime earlier
a. Perhapsthe example or teaching by afriend, family member in the past
b. Towhich they did not respond then, but are ready now

--  We often benefit from the sowing done by others

C. THISCAN BE MISINTERPRETED...
1. Wemight think that we have won souls by oursdves
2. We might think that those who convert many are greet soul winnersin of themselves
-- Reaping does not always reflect wher e the hardest work has been done

[We should be careful not to boast if we are privileged to reap where others have sown. Y et we can
rejoice, for regping even when others have sown is an exciting time for the laborerst Then again...]

II.WE MAY SOW WHERE OTHERSWILL REAP

A. THISWASTHE CASE IN SAMARIA...
1. Jesusdid the sowing, but the disciples would do the regping
2. The woman did some sowing, then Jesus and His disciples did the regping - Jn 4:39-42
-- Inthiscase, the sowing and reaping, though separ ate, occurred close together

B. THISISOFTEN THE CASE TODAY....

1. Therearetimeswhen alot of sowing isbeing done
a. Livesareinfluenced by the godly examples of other Chrigians
b. Soulsare taught the Word of God

2. Yet thereagping isnot enjoyed by those doing the sowing
a. Few seem to respond to the efforts being made
b. Much time and energy is expended, with little immediate results

3. Thereaping often comes later
a. It might be years before the Word bears fruit
b. It might belong after we are gone
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c. It might be done by others
-- Insuch cases, the sowing and reaping occur far apart

C. THISCAN BE MISINTERPRETED...

1. Those sowing with little visble regping may think they have faled
a. Causing them to become discouraged
b. Tempting them to discontinue their efforts

2. Others may think those who sow with little visible regping are failures
a.  Presuming they must not be sowing the seed
b. Presuming they must not be diligent in their efforts

-- Failureto reap does not alwaysr eflect the hard work being done

[When the efforts to sow gppear to produce little fruit, we should not draw conclusions hastily. It can
only lead to discouragement and possible migudgment others. Understanding the principle, “ One
Sows And Another Reaps’, then may | suggest that...]

V. WE SHOULD BE DILIGENT TO SOW AND REAP

A. DILIGENT IN SOWING...

1. Therewill be timeswhen we will be mostly sowing the seed
a. Teaching soulsthefirg principles of the gospd of Chrigt - ¢f. Mk 16:15-16
b. Influencing souls by example - cf. 1 Pe 3:1-2

2. There may be times when we seelittle fruit from our efforts
a. Jeremiah prophesied nearly fifty years with little success
b. Jesusand His gpostles had their periods when few would listen

3. Yet we can take comfort in knowing that God’s Word is never sown in vain
a. Itwill accomplishits purpose - cf. Isa 55:10-11
b. It hasthe power to save those who believeit - Ro 1:16; Ja 1:21
c. God only holds us responsible for sowing the seed - cf. Ezek 3:17-19

-- Evenif wenever reap, we can rgjoicein thework of sowing, knowing that our
laborsfor theLord arenot in vain - cf. 1 Co 15:58

B. DILIGENT IN REAPING...
1. There may be times when we may regp where others have sown
a.  Soulswho come to us, wanting to study, ready to obey
b. Soulswhere others had sown, and we are privileged to reap
2. There may be timeswhen there is much regping with little effort
a. Soulsseem quick to respond
b. Numbers of membersincrease
3. Yet we should be cautious not to boast
a. The power isin the seed, not the sower or the regper - He 4:12
b. The providence of God is a work, He is the one who givesthe increase- 1 Co 3:5-7
-- Aswereap, be mindful of the contribution of others (including God), and rejoice
together in thework of theLord - cf. 1 Co 3:8; Jn 4:36

CONCLUSION
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1. Brothersand sgtersin Chrigt, are we not |aborersin the vineyard of the Lord...?
a. Then let us not hegtate to regp where others have sown
b. Thenlet us not hestate to sow where others might regp

2. May the principle“ One Sows And Another Reaps’...
a. Encourage us when it ssems we are sowing with little fruit to be seen

b. Humble us when it seems we are regping where we have not sown

Findly, if we are not regping at the moment, then let us at least be sowing...!
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All Should Honor The Son
John 5:16-30

INTRODUCTION

1. Theminigtry of Jesus was not without controversy...
a.  One reason was because He healed on the Sabbath - Jn 5:16
b. Another reason was because He made Himsalf equa with God - Jn 5:17-18
--  Prompting the Jewsto seek to kill Him

2. Yet Hethey sought to kill, they should have honored - Jn 5:22-23
a. Even as one should honor the Father
b. For failing to honor the Son, they did not honor the Father who sent Him
-- Indeed, all should honor the Son!

[Do we honor the Son today? Truly honor the Son? We certainly should, and in our text we note
severd reasons why Jesus should be held high in our estimation of Him...]

. WHY WE SHOULD HONOR THE SON

A. THE SONWILL RAISE THE DEAD...
1. Among the “gresater works’ Jesus would do included raising the deed! - Jn 5:20-21
2. We have record of Jesus raising three people from the dead
a. Thedaughter of Jarus- Mk 5:21-43
b. The son of thewidow of Nain-Lk 7:11-17
c. Thebrother of Mary and Martha, Lazarus - Jn 11:1-44
3. Oneday, Jesuswill raise all from the dead! - Jn 5:28-29
a. Those who have done good, to the resurrection of life
b. Those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation
-- Just asin Adam all die, soin Christ all shall be made alive! - cf. 1 Co 15:22

B. THE SONWILL JUDGE THE WORLD...
1. The Father has committed judgment to His Son - Jn 5:22
a.  Jesus has authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man - Jn 5:27
b. Jesuswill exercise righteous judgment, because He seeks the Father’ s will - Jn 5:30
2. Oneday, Jesuswill judge all mankind! - cf. Ac 10:42; 17:31
a. Hiswordswill judge usinthe Last Day - Jn 12:48
b. Wewill dl stand before the judgment seet of Christ - Ro 14:10; 2 Co 5:10
--  Knowing wewill one day stand befor e the Judge, should we not honor Him now?

C. THE SON OFFERSEVERLASTING LIFE...
1. Tothosewho hear His Words, and believes in the Father who sent Him - Jn 5:24
a. They shdl not come into judgment (i.e., condemnation)
b. They shdl passfrom degth (spiritud) to life (eternd)
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2. Thetimefor thisoffer isnow (“the hour is coming, and now is’) - Jn 5:25
a. When those who are dead (spiritudly) will hear the voice of the Son of God (viathe
gospel)
b. Those who hear (obey) will live (be saved)
3. The Son has power to give life- Jn 5:26
a. Becausethe Father haslifein Himsdlf
b. And the Father has granted the Son to have life in Himsalf
-- That Jesus offersthe gift of everlasting lifeis certainly reason to honor Him!

[Many other reasons to honor the Son could be given, but these certainly suffice. How should we
honor Him? From our text, we can glean at least three ways...]

. HOW WE SHOULD HONOR THE SON

A. BY HEARING HISVOICE NOW...

1. Oneday, wewill hear Hisvoice - cf. Jn 5:28-29
a. Whether dive or dead
b. Whether we want to or not
c. Either to aresurrection of life, or to aresurrection of condemnation

2. How much better that day will be, if we hear Hisvoice now - cf. Jn 5:24-25
a. Wecan have everladting life!
b. Wewill not come into judgment (condemnation)!
c. We can pass from death to life!

-- Will we honor the Son by listening to Hiswords of life?

B. BY OBEYING HISVOICE NOW...
1. Itisnot enough to smply “hear” HisWords
a Wemust be “doers’ of HisWords - Mt 7:24-27
b. Otherwise, why bother to cal Him “Lord’?- Lk 6:46
c. Only by abiding in Hisword are we truly His disciples- Jn 8:31
2. Jesusistheauthor of eternd salvation to dl obey Him - cf. He 5:9
a. Obeying Hiscdl to bdievein Him - Jn 8:24
b. Obeying Hiscdl to repent of sins- Lk 13:3
c. Obeying His cdl to confess Him before others- Mt 10:32-33
d. Obeying Hiscdl to be baptized - Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16
e. Obeying Hiscdl to remain faithful - Re 2:10
-- Will we honor the Son by heeding His voice now, today?

C. BY SEEKING THE FATHER'SWILL NOW...
1. Jesussought His Father’ swill in dl that He did - Jn 5:30
a. His“food” wasto do the Father’swill - Jn 4:34
b. He came down from heaven to do the Father’ swill - Jn 6:38
c. Hedglorified the Father by doing the work He was givento do-Jn 17:4
2. Jesuswants usto do His Father’ s will
a. Otherwise we will not enter the kingdom of heaven - Mt 7:21-23
b. Otherwise wewill not be part of Hisfamily - Mt 12:46-50
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--  Wecan best honor the Son by emulating His example in doing the Father’ s will!

CONCLUSION

1. All should honor the Son today...
a. Heiscertanly worthy of honor - cf. Re 5:12
b. Just asthe Father (He who dits on the throne) isworthy - cf. Re 5:13

2. All will honor the Son one day ...
a. By responding to His voice & the resurrection - Jn 5:28-29
b. Every kneewill bow, and every tongue will confess- Ro 14:10-11; Ph 2:9-11

For those willing to honor Him today by heeding His voice, they will be honored together with Himin
That Day! - ¢f. 2 Th 1:10-12
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The Insufficiency Of The Scriptures
John 5:37-40

INTRODUCTION

1. Thedl-sufficiency of the Scripturesis an important doctrine...
a. For the Scriptures are completely adequate- 2 Ti 3:16-17
b. God has provided dl that we need for life and godliness - 2 Pe 1:3
c. Wedo not need further revelation, we have the faith delivered “once for al” to the saints- Ju 3
--  Thuswe have that which isableto build us up and give us our inheritance - Ac 20:32

2. Yet there can come atime... when the Scriptures are insufficient...
a. When despiteits power, the Word of God is unable to save
b. When despite diligent sudy, it does not benefit those who search through it
-- Therecan be atimewhen the Scriptures areinsufficient!

3. Wefind such an occasion in the gospe of John...
a. When Jesus was confronted by unbelieving Jews - cf. Jn 5:16-18
b. Who had rejected various sources bearing witness to Jesus - cf. Jn 5:33-36

[In what serves as our text (Jn 5:37-40), we learn when and how the Scriptures can be insufficient, asit
proved to bein the case of the Jews...]

. HOW THE SCRIPTURES PROVED INSUFFICIENT FOR THE JEWS

A. THEY DILIGENTLY SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES...
1. Asindicated in our text - Jn 5:39
a. TheKJV has Jesus commanding them to search the Scriptures
b. The ASV, NKJV, NASB has Jesus acknowledging their study of the Scriptures
c. “Theform here can be either present active indicative second person plurd or the
present active imperative second person plura. Only the context can decide. Either
makes sense here, but the reason given *because ye think’ (clearly indicative), supports
the indicative rather than the imperative.” - Robertson’s Word Pictures
2. The Jewswere diligent sudents of the Scriptures
a. Moseswas read in the synagogues every Sabbath - cf. Ac 15:21
b. “Hilld used to say, ‘More law, more life...He who has gotten himsdf words of law has
gotten himsdlf the life of the world to come (Tamud). In their zed for the Scripturesthe
Jews had counted every letter of them, expecting to find life in the laws and precepts...”
- McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospd
--  Onecould hardly be a morediligent student of the Scripturesthan the Jews!

B. YET THE SCRIPTURESDID NOT BENEFIT THEM...
1. They were unwilling to believe in Him of whom the Scriptures testified - Jn 5:39-40
2. Faling to believein Jesus led to the Father’ s Word not abiding in them - cf. Jn 5:38
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--  Unwilling to believein Him of whom the Scripturestestified, the Scriptures proved
insufficient to bethe Word of life for them!

[How sad that many Jews who had the benefit of receiving “the oracles of God” (Ro 3:1-2) and studied
them so diligently fell short of receiving their true benefit. 'Y et the same occurs often today .|

. HOW THE SCRIPTURES CAN BE INSUFFICIENT FOR USTODAY

A. WE MAY BE DILIGENT STUDENTS OF THE SCRIPTURES...
1. Indeed we should be diligent students of the Word!
a. Thegospd is God's power to save - Ro 1:16
b. TheWord of God isliving and powerful - He 4:12
c. TheWordisableto save our souls-Ja 1:21
d. TheWord is able to make one born again - 1 Pe 1:22
e. TheWordisabdleto hepusgrow -1 Pe2:2
f. TheWord isable to give us that inheritance among those sanctified - Ac 20:32
2. Many people are diligent students of the Word!
a. Every denomination has its scholars, people well-versed in the Word
b. Peopleread the Bible daily, study it in church frequently
c. Some can even quote entire sections from memory
-- Many areliketheBerean Jewsin ther study of the Scriptures- Ac 17:11

B. YET THE SCRIPTURESWILL NOT BENEFIT US...

1. If wedonot havefath-He4:1-2
a.  We may come short of our promised rest
b. Likethe lsraditeswho fdl in the wilderness

2. If weare not doers of the Word
a. If weareonly hearers, we deceive oursaves - Ja 1:21-25
b. If weareonly hearers, wewill not and intimes of trid - Mt 7:24-27

-- Unlesswe believe and obey the Word of God , it remainsinsufficient to save us!

CONCLUSION

1. TheWord of Godistruly dl-sufficient..
a. Todothework God designed it do - 1sa 55:10-11
b. To bear fruit in the noble and good heart - Lk 8:11,15

2. Yet “people of the Book” (asthe Koran calls Jews and Chrigtians) should take heed...
a. TheWord cannot bear fruit in some hearts- Lk 8:12-14
b. Wemus let the Word lead usto Him Who isthe giver of life - cf. Jn 5:40

Indeed, “the dl-sufficiency of the Word” must be understood in its context, for the Word alone does not
save. To be saved we aso need faith (In 8:24), we need blood (Ep 1:7), we even need water (Ep
5:26), the last being an alusion to baptism where the Word, God' s grace, Christ’s blood and our faith
comes together to provide remission of sndl - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16
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Two Kinds Of Food
John 6:27

INTRODUCTION

1. Among the miracles of Jesusthat attracted greet attention was the feeding of 5000 with five loaves
of bread and two fish - Jn 6:1-13
a. Many cameto bdieve in Him as the Prophet to come - Jn 6:14; cf. Deu 18:15
b. Some wanted to take Him by force and make Him king - Jn 6:15
c. People sought to follow Him - Jn 6:22,24-25

2. Jesus, who knew the hearts of men (In 2:25), perceived ther selfish motives...
a. They wereinterested only in the food, not what the miracle indicated - Jn 6:26
b. Prompting Jesus to warn them about the food for which they labor - Jn 6:27

[Thewords of Jesusin our text (Jn 6:27) reved there are “ Two Kinds Of Food” , one that perishes
and another that endures. Aswe seek to gpply Jesus admonition to our own lives, let’s consider...]

. THE FOOD WHICH PERISHES

A. WHAT FOOD ISTHIS...?

1. Literally, itisthefood we est
a. It quickly perishes, even with the benefit of preservatives
b. Itfalsto satidy for long, soon we are hungry and thirsty again - cf. Jn 4:13

2. Figuratively, there are other “foods’ which soon perish
a. Thefood of human wisdom
b. Thefood of folly
c. Thefood of mirth and pleasure
d. Thefood of great wedth and industrious labor
-- Which Solomon found to provide no lagting fulfillment - cf. Ecc 1:17; 2:1-2,3-11

B. DO NOT LABOR FOR SUCH FOOQOD...
1. Thisdoes not mean we are to make no effort to supply our needs
a A Chridianisto providefor hisfamily - 1 Ti 5:8
b. If aman does not work, neither should he eat - 2 Th 3:10-12
2. But that we not do so to the neglect of food which endures
a. The“food” which perishes should not be our priority in life- cf. Mt 6:33
b. A lesson that Marthaneeded to learn - Lk 10:38-42

[Sadly, many people expend much time, energy, and money for “food” which soon perishes. Jesus
would have people direct their life's efforts toward...]

. THE FOOD WHICH ENDURES
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A. WHAT FOOD ISTHIS...?
In other texts, it isthe Word of God

1.

a

b.

C.

d.

e.

By which man truly lives- cf. Mt 4:4

Which Job treasured more than necessary food - Job 23:12

Which David vaued more than gold and fine food - Psa 19:10; 119:72,103,11
Which Jeremiah found to be the rgoicing of his heart - Jer 15:16

Which causes rebirth, and endures forever - 1 Pe 1:22-25

In our text, itis Jesus, the Word of God

a

b.

C.

Jesus, the Logos (Word) of God - Jn 1:1,14,18
Heisthe true bread from the Father in heaven - Jn 6:31-35
Heisthe bread of life who offers everlagting life - Jn 6:47-51

B. LABOR FOR THISFOOD...
1. Jesus mugt be the primary focus of our labors, in which we srive:
a. Tobdievein Him, for therein is everlaging life - Jn 6:28-29,40

b.
C.
d.

To follow Him, for He has the words of eternd life - Jn 6:66-69
To know Him, for that iseternd life-Jn 17:1-3
To obey Him, for to those who obey He is the author of eternd life- He 5:9

2. Arewe laboring for the food which endures to everlagting life?
a. Let Paul’s attitude be our example - Ph 3:7-15

1) Seeking to know the Lord more and more

2) Never content with our current understanding, dways pressing further

Let Peter’ s exhortation to diligence in growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt set the
standard - 2 Pe 1:5-8; 3:18

1) Seeking to become like the Lord more and more

2) Always abounding, dways growing in grace and knowledge

CONCLUSION

1.

Dear friends and brethren, for what “food” do you labor...?

a. Isyour focusin life on that which is temporary?

b. Do you drivefor that which cannot truly satisfy?

-- If s0, consder what Isaiah wrote 700 years before Christ came - 1sa 55:1-4

Jesusisthe true bread of life, the living water, who truly satifies...
a. Hedone providesthe hope of eternd life - Jn 6:40
b. Hedone offers the dbundant life even now - Jn 10:11

Though written by Isaiah, these words may serve as the invitation Jesus offersto dl...

“Why do you spend money for [what is] not bread, And your wages for [what]
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat [what is| good, And let your
soul delight itself in abundance. I ncline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and
your soul shall live; And | will make an everlasting covenant with you—The
sure mercies of David.” (Isa 55:2-3)

Sermons From John



Mark A. Copeland

ToWhom Shall We Go?
John 6:67-69

INTRODUCTION

1. When Jesustaked about being the Bread of Life, it troubled some people...

a

b.

C.

He used figurative language, which sounded cannibdidtic - cf. Jn 6:51-59

Difficult to understand, some were offended (those lacking in faith) - cf. Jn 6:60-65
Many of Hisdisciplesleft Him - cf. Jn 6:66

Prompting Jesusto ask the twelve, “ Do you also want to go away?” - Jn 6:67

2. Peter’ sresponse serves as the text of our lesson...
a. “Towhom shall wego?” - Jn 6:68a

b.

C.

He acknowledged that Jesus aone has the words of eternd life - Jn 6:68b
He dso confesses their faith in Him as the Chrigt, the Son of the living God - Jn 6:69
His question isonethat we do well to ask today

[For the answers to our true purpose and mission in life, to find the words of eternd life, “To Whom
Shall We Go?” There are many places we could turn to, indeed many do turn to, but they are not the
right ones. For example, consider...]

. TOWHOM WE COULD GO

A. THE OPINIONSOF THE MAJORITY ...?

1. Many peoplelook to whatever the mgjority believes

a. E.g., what their peersthinks

b. E.g., whatever thelatest pallsindicate
2. But consder the words of Jesus, in describing the end of the mgjority - Mt 7:13-14
3. If you followed the mgority...

a. InNoah'sday, you would have perished in the flood

b. InJoshua’sday, you would have perished in the wilderness

B. THE PRONOUNCEMENTS OF HUMAN WISDOM...?

1. Many fed that human wisdom can lead them to truth and life

a. Especidly that pronounced by educated professors

b. Or that pronounced by “pop” psychologists on talk shows

But God' s thoughts and ways are not aways our own - cf. I sa 55:8-9

3. Infact, God has chosen to save man in amanner specificaly designed to confound those
who depend soldly upon human wisdom - ¢f. 1 Co 1:18-29

N

C. THE PROCLAMATIONS OF PREACHERS...?

1. Itiscommon for peopleto trust their preacher, priest, or pastor
2. They reason that surdly these “men of God” could not be wrong or lead them astray
a.  Yet Paul warned of how we can easily be mided - cf. 2 Co 11:13-15
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b. And Jesuswarned about the “blind leading the blind” - Mt 15:12-14

D. THE DICTATES OF OUR CONSCIENCE...?
1. “Let your conscience be your guide’ isthe motto of many
2. But our conscience cannot aways be rdiable
a. Paul had served God with a good conscience throughout hislife - Ac 23:1
b. Evenat atime when he was persecuting Chrigtiand - cf. Ac 26:9-11
3. Our conscienceis like a clock, which works properly only if set properly

F. THE DIRECTION OF OUR FEELINGS...?

1. Thisisoften where many people turn
a.  Who go by whatever “fedsright”
b. Who place stock in things “ better felt than told”

2. Yet the Bible declares the danger of trusting in “fedings’
a. “Thereisaway which ssemsright...out its end isthe way of death.” - Pro 14:12
b. “Hewho trustsin hisown heart isafodl...” - Pro 28:26
c. “OLORD, | know theway of man isnaot in himsdf; It is not in man who walks to direct

his own steps.” - Jer 10:23

[None of these should be the ultimate source to where we turn if we are looking for the words of eternd
life. Asconfessed by Peter, thereisonly One...]

1. TOWHOM WE SHOULD GO

A. JESUSCHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD...!

1. AsPeter confessed in our text - Jn 6:68-69

2. Heisthe one who provides “food which endures to everlagting life’ - Jn 6:27,35,40

3. Heistheway, thetruth and thelife- Jn 14:6

4. Upon thisOne has God “set Hissed” - Jn 6:27
a. l.e, confirmed Him to be the source of eternd life
b. Through the miracles, and ultimately His resurrection - Jn 5:36; Ro 1.4

-- Yet how doesone*”go to Jesus’ when He no longer walks on the earth? We must
turn to...

B. THE APOSTLESOF CHRIST, INSPIRED OF THE SPIRIT...!
1. Jesus prepared and equipped His apostles to carry on and complete His work

a. Hetold them of the Holy Spirit - Jn 16:7-11

b. Who would guide them into dl the truth - Jn 16:12-13

To receive the gpostles (apostol os, lit., one sent) isto receive Jesus - Jn 13:20

3. Thusthe apostles were authoritative spokesmen for Christ - eg., 1 Th 4:1-2,8; 1 Jn 4:6;

Ju 17

They received dl things pertaining to life and godliness- 2 Pe 1:3

They did not shun to proclaim the whole counsd of God - Ac 20:20-21,27

-- But how do we* go to the apostles’ when they no longer live on the earth? We
must turn to...

N

o &
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C. THENEW TESTAMENT, REPOSITORY OF THE WORD OF GOD...!
1. The apostles wrote that we might benefit from their understanding- e.g., Ep 3:3-5
2. Wemug view their words as the commandments of the Lord - eg., 1 Co 14:37
3. Therefore we areto hold fast to what they taught - cf. 2 Th 2:15; 3:15; Ju 3
4. Asexemplified by the very firg churchin Jerusdem - Ac 2:42
-- Thewordsof the apostles preserved in their writings, can lead usto Him who alone
hasthe words of eternal life!

CONCLUSION

1. Towhom shall wego...?
a. Theanswer must be* Jesus!”
b. Heis*“...the Chrig, the Son of theliving God”
c. Hedonehas“...thewords of eternd life’

2. Wherewill you find Jesus...?
a. Not in the words of modern theologians and filmmakers, who have sought to remake Jesus
according to thelr own image
b. Butinthe words of His gpostles, eyewitnesses of His mgesty and inspired by the Spirit to
reved dl that we need to experience life and godliness

Don't let the cacophony of modern voices lead you away from Jesus and His words of eternd life.
Make sure that it is His gpostles writings, the Word of God, that leads you to Him who is the way, the
truth and the lifel
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Even His Brothers Did Not Believe
John 7:1-9

INTRODUCTION

1. Inagospd designed to create faith in Jesus, John tells of those who lacked faith...
a. ThoseinHisown nation-Jn 1:11
b. Thoseamong Hisdisciples- Jn 6:66

2. For atime, even Hisown brothers (named in Mt 13:55) did not bdlieve...
a. Asrecordedin Jn 7:5
b. Asimpliedin Mk 3:21
c. Asforetoldin Psa 69:8
--  Though they eventually cameto believein Jesus- Ac 1:14

3. Why did Jesus brothers not believe in Him from the very beginning...?
a. Had they not seen the miracles?
b. Did they not know Him as well as anyone?

[Reasons why they did not believe at first, and the reason they came to believe at last, can
provide some vauable lessons for ustoday...]

. WHY THEY DID NOT BELIEVE

A. POSSIBLE REASONSFOR THEIR UNBELIEF...

1. Perhapsthey were blinded by familiarity
a. Asisoften sad, “Familiarity breeds contempt”
b. Thishindered many who knew Jesus from childhood - Mt 13:54-58
c. A problem common among prophets- Mt 13:57; Jn 4:44

2. Perhapsthey were blinded by envy
a. Large crowds had been following Jesus everywhere
b. Making it difficult for Hisfamily to peek to Him at times- Mt 12:46-47
c. Jedousy can be apowerful hindrance to seeing things clearly

3. Perhapsthey were blinded by preconceptions
a. Many Jews had wrong conceptions concerning the kingdom - ¢f. Jn 6:15
b. Hisbrothers had their ideas as to what He should do - Jn 7:2-4
c. Itiseasy torgect someoneif they do not live up to your expectations

-- For onereason or another, Jesus brothersdid not believein Him

B. AWARNING FOR USTODAY...
1. Dowelet familiarity blind usto the truth?
a. Do wergect what aclosefriend or reative may tell us?
b. Especidly sincethey have their own faults of which we are well aware?
- Truth can be communicated by imperfect messengers- cf. Ph 1:15-18
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Do welet envy get intheway of truth?

a. Arewejedousthat we might be wrong and others may beright?

b. Do wethink that by admitting others are right, it somehow makes them better?

-- Truth (and salvation!) istoo preciousto let envy or jealousy keep usfrom it

Do we let preconceived notions obstruct aclear evauation of the truth?

a. Refusng to reexamine our cherished beliefs?

b. Regecting aview or teaching smply because we have never heard it before?

-- Truth requiresawillingnessto hear, and has nothing to fear from investigation
-Aclr:11

[Don’t discount the potentid impact of familiarity, envy, or preconceptions. Such blinded the
brothers of Jesus so that even His miracles did not convince them! What finaly prompted them to
believe isworthy of note...]

II. HOW THEY CAME TO BELIEVE

A. THE REASON FOR THEIR FAITH...

B.

1.

2.

As noted previoudy, Jesus brothers eventualy became disciples

a. They were with the gpostles after the Ascension - Ac 1:12-14

b. James, the Lord's brother, became a key figure in the church at Jerusdlem - Ac 12:17;
15:13; 21:18; Ga 2:9

c. Jamesand Judas wrote their respective epistles-Ja 1:1; Ju 1

d. According to secular higtory, James was martyred for hisfaith

What changed them? Theresurrection of Jesus from the dead!

a. Jesus appeared to James-1 Co 157

b. The others may have seen Him on other occasons - cf. 1 Co 15:6

The sgnificance of Jesus resurrection

a. Miracles can be faked

b. Rising from the dead cannot!

Theresurrection shattered any blinders of familiarity, envy, preconceptions

A BLESSING FOR USTODAY. ...
1.

It is understandable that one might find the gospd story incredible
a. A man born of avirgin?
b. A man who was the Son of God?
C. A man who supposedly...
1) Waked on water?
2) Camed the seas?
3) Fed thousands with five loaves and two fish?
4) Heded the sck and lame, gave sight to the blind, raised the dead?
5) Was Himsdf raised from the dead?
Y et there is a good reason to believe the incredible story!
a. That is, the converson of those like Jesus brothers
1) Who at first did not believe (for whatever reason)
2) Who were persuaded by overwheming empiricd evidence - cf. Ac 1:3; 10:39-41
3) Who never recanted their testimony, despite hardship and persecution

Sermons From John 58



Mark A. Copeland

b. What ese can explain the transformation of Jesus' brothers?
1) It wasthe same thing that transformed the disciples of Jesud
2) “If the disciples were totdly disgppointed and on the verge of desperate flight

because of the very red reason of the crucifixion, it took another very red reasonin
order to transform them from aband of disheartened and dgjected Jews into the
most saf-confident missonary society in world history.” - Pinchas L apide, former
Chairman of the Applied Linguistics Department a Israd's Bar-l1land University
(TIME, May 7, 1979)

3) ThisOrthodox Jewish scholar concluded that a bodily resurrection could possibly

have been that reason!

-- Theconverson of Hisbrothersand otherswho first doubted should strengthen our
faith in Jesus!

CONCLUSION

1. Theunbelief of Jesus brothers serves asawarning...
a. How easly one can be blinded by such things as familiarity, envy, and preconceptions
b. How carefully we mugt give others afar hearing

2. Theunbdief of Jesus brothers dso servesasablessing...
a. Ther eventud converson implies overwhelming evidence of Jesus resurrection
b. Sincewe believe in Jesus through the words of such men, the foundation of our faith is stronger

With the help of their own example, we can heed the exhortation given by one of Jesus brothers:

“But you, beloved, BUILDING YOURSELVES UP ON YOUR MOST HOLY
FAITH, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselvesin the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude 20-21)
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The Proof IsIn The Pudding
John 7:17

INTRODUCTION

1. Theevidence for Jesus as the Chrigt, the Son of God, is manifold...
a. Thetestimony of John the Baptist - Jn 5:33; e.g., 1:29,34
b. Theworks (miracles) that Jesus did - Jn 5:36; e.g., 2:11; 20:30-31
c. Thetesimony of God Himsdf - Jn 5:37; e.g., Mt 3:16-17; 17:5
d. Thetestimony of the OT scriptures-Jn 5:39; e.g., 1sa 9:6-7
e. Hisresurrection from the dead, attested to by eyewitnesses - Ro 1:4; e.g., Jn 20:24-29

2. Jesus offered another proof that He is from God...

a. It cameat atime when many questioned who Hewas - Jn 7:12-15

b. If you are willing to do God' s will, you will know His doctrineis from God - Jn 7:16-17
3. Jesus clam isakin to well-known proverb...

a. “Theproof of the puddingisin the eating”

b. Asdated more often, “ The proof isin the pudding”
[Thisisaremarkable claim by Jesus, certainly worthy of closer examination...]

. FACETSOFJESUS CLAIM

A. ONE MUST BE WILLING TO DO THE FATHER’'SWILL...

1. Theremud firg be awilling heart
a. A good and noble heart - cf. Lk 8:15
b. A heat willing to hear and examine carefully - cf. Ac 17:11
C. A humble heart, onethat fears God - cf. Psa 25:9,12

2. There must then be obedience from the heart
a. Suchasfound in the Christians & Rome - Ro 6:17
b. Thekind of obedience that must be in al aspects of our service - Ep 6:6; Co 3:23

-- “Those who would test the divinity of the doctrine of Christ can not do so by
rendering a mere mechanical obedience to histeaching. A willing, heartfelt
obedienceis essential to a true knowledge of hisdoctrine. Such a disposition
makes a good and honest heart in which the seeds of his kingdom must inevitably
grow.” - J. W. McGarvey

B. ONE WILL KNOW HISDOCTRINE ISOF GOD...
1. They will know that Jesus teaching comes from above - cf. Jn 12:49
2. They will know that Histeaching is everlagting life - cf. Jn 12:50
-- “Heshall have evidence, in the very attempt to do the will of God, of the truth of
thedoctrine.” - Barnes
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[What kind of evidence does one receive? The answer may be put in the words of Isaiah, “ The work
of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance
forever.” (I1sa32:17) Consder thereforethe...]

II. EVIDENCE OF JESUS CLAIM

A.

PEACE THAT SURPASSES UNDERSTANDING...
1. Jesusoffered such peace to His disciples - Jn 14:27; 16:33
2. Aswedo the Father’ swill as taught by Jesus, we experience such peace:
a. Astheresult of our judificationin Chrig - Ro 5:1
b. Asthe prayer for faithful Chrigians- Ro 15:13; 2 Th 3:16
c. Asthefruit of the Spirit in the lives of Chrigians - Ga 5:22
d. Astheresponseto prayer - Ph 4:6-7
--  Such peace, when experienced, confirms Jesus doctrine as being from God

ASSURANCE THAT CALMSTHE HEART...
1. Jesusoffered assurance to Hisdisciples - Jn 14:27b; 16:33
2. Aswe do the Father’ swill as taught by Jesus, we experience such assurance:
a. Aswhen welovethe brethren in deed and truth - cf. 1 Jn 3:18-19
b. Asexpressed by Paul - cf. 2 Ti 1:12; aso Ro 8:38-39
-- Such assurance, when experienced, confirms Jesus doctrine as being from God

[B. W. Johnson expressed it thisway: “Hewho in hisheart says, “ Thy will be done, give me light
and | will walk init,” will find that Christ isjust the teacher demanded by his soul, and that the
gospel meets his soul’swant. Jesus will so meet the wants of his soul that he will be satisfied
and will know the doctrine, that it comes from him who made the soul.” (People’s New
Testament) Yet, we should note...]

[11.CAUTION REGARDING JESUS CLAIM

A.

WHEN THERE ISNO PEACE OR ASSURANCE...
1. Itisnot evidencethat Jesus doctrineisnot from God
a.  Wemay have not done the Father’ swill yet
b. We may have not done the Father’ swill from the heart
2. It may not be evidence that we failed to truly do the Father’ swill a onetime
a. Our faith may yet be weak, needing to grow
b. Our fath may have become har dened by the decaitfulness of sin-He 3:12-14

B. WHERE THERE ISPEACE AND ASSURANCE...

1. Weshould not trust in that evidence alone
a. Many believed they are saved because of ther fedings
b. They might congtrue such as the ultimate proof of savation
2. The heart can eadly be deceived
a. There are ways that seem right, but may lead to death - Pro 16:25
b. Itisnotin manto direct hisfootsteps - Jer 10:23
3. Wemust dways be open to the Word of God
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a. Letthe Word of God produce the fedings (faith, then feelings)
b. Don't let one sfedings rgect the Word of God (not feelings, then faith)

CONCLUSION

1. The proof thet isin the pudding is somewhat subjective, but it is proof...
a. Proof that can further confirm afaith based upon more objective evidence
b. Proof that if lacking should be asign our faith needs work (i.e., diligence)

2. ltisadiligent faith willing to do the will of God that produces a full assurance...

“ And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until theend,” (He 6:11)

Are you willing to do the Father’ swill from the heart? The blessings of peace, assurance, and
confirmation that Jesus doctrineistruly from God, awaits those who obey Hiswill...!
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The Promise Of The Spirit
John 7:37-39

INTRODUCTION

1. During the Feast Of Tabernacles, there was adaily ceremony involving water...
a. Each day, the priests and the people would joyfully make their way to the pool of Siloam
b. Usng agolden pitcher, water was drawn, taken back to the temple, and poured on the dtar of
burnt offering
c. Thewordsof Isa 12:3 werethen sung: “ Therefore with joy you will draw water from the
wells of salvation.”

2. On such an occasion Jesus used the opportunity to extend awonderful promise...
a. Inviting those who thirst to come to Him and drink - Jn 7:37
b. Thosewho bdievein Him will have “rivers of living water” flow from their hearts - Jn 7:38

3. The gpodtle John explains that this promise concerns the Holy Spirit... - Jn 7:39
a Whom those who believe would receive
b. Who had not yet been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified

[What else might we glean from the Scriptures concerning this promise of the Spirit? Let’sfird tekea
closer look at...]

|. THE NATURE OF THE PROMISE

A. FROM THE TEXT...
1. A promiseforetold by the Scriptures- Jn 7:38; cf. 1sa 44:3; 58:11
a. “Thereferenceisnot to any single passage, but to the spirit of the Scripture, notably
such passages as Isa55:1; 58:11; Psa 36:8-9.” - B. W. Johnson
b. “..referring not to any particular passage, but to such as1sa58:11; Joel 3:18; Zec 14:8;
Ezek 47:1-12; in most of which theideaiisthat of watersissuing from benegth the
temple, to which our Lord compares Himsdlf and those who believe in Him.”
- Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown
2. A promisethat makesone ablessing to others- Jn 7:38
a. “out of hisheart will flow rivers of living water”
b. “When aman turns himsdf to the Lord, he shdl be as afountain filled with living water,
and his sreams shdl flow to dl the nations and tribes of men” - Kuinoel
c. “..thosewho are Chrigians shdl diffuse large, and liberd, and congtant blessngs on
their fellowmen” - Bar nes
3. A promise offered to believers- Jn 7:39
a. Not to those who have yet to believe
b. Whichiswhy I do not believe it refers to the minigtry of the Spirit through the Word
alone, for such occurs even on those who do not believe - eg., Jn 16:8
c. Notethis observation by Robert Milligan:
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1) “Hemanifedtly refersin this passage to something which had hitherto been enjoyed
by no one, and which could be enjoyed by none until after that he himself was
glorified.” - Robert Milligan, Scheme of Redemption, p.283

2) “This, it would seem, could not have reference to the mediate agency of the Spirit,
through the written word and the ordinary workings of God's providence; for
through these media the Spirit had aways operated on the minds of both Jews and
Patriarchs.” - ibid.

3) “Chrigt is gpesking here of what is peculiar to his own persond reign and
adminigration.” - ibid.

4. A promiseextended to all believers-Jn 7:39
a.  Not just to sdlect disciples with specid tasks, such as apostles and prophets
b. Whichiswhy | do not believe it refers to miraculous manifestations of the Spirit, such as
the gifts of the Spirit, for not al Chrigtians had such; note aso:

1) Thispromise of the Spirit had not yet been given

2) Ye miraculous manifestations of the Spirit had been experienced prior to the
glorification of Jesus - eg., Lk 1:41,67

5. A promisegiven after Jesuswas“glorified” - Jn 7:39
a. l.e, after Hisresurrection and ascension to heaven
b. “Thefirgt and second chapters of the Book of Actsis the best comment upon this
passage. When Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father and was glorified, he
sent forth the Spirit upon his apostles on the day of Pentecost, and the apostlesin turn
promised the gift of the Spirit to al who would believe, repent, and be baptized.”
- J. W. McGarvey (Fourfold Gospel)

B. FROM OTHER TEXTS...

1. Weconcludethat it refersto the gift of the Holy Spirit
a. Promised to al who repent and are baptized - cf. Ac 2:38-39
b. Giventodl who obey - cf. Ac 5:32
c. Imbibed by al who are baptized - cf. 1 Co 12:13
d. Sentinto our hearts because we are God' s children - cf. Ga 4.6

2. Weconcludethat it refersto theindwelling of the Holy Spirit
a. Whoindwdlsdl that belong to Chrig - cf. Ro 8:9-10
b. Making their bodies atemple of the Spirit - c¢f. 1 Co 6:19

[That this promise refers to the gift or indwdling of the Spirit given to dl Chrigtians becomes more
gpparent as we now focus our attention on...]

II. THE BLESSINGS OF THE PROMISE

A. THEFRUIT OF THE SPIRIT...
1. Remember what Jesus said of those who receive the Spirit - Jn 7:38
a “out of hisheart will flow rivers of living water”
b. I.e, they will become ablessng to others; note again:
1) “When aman turns himsdf to the Lord, he shdl be as afountain filled with living
water, and his streams shall flow to dl the nations and tribes of men” - Kuinoel
2) *“..those who are Chridtians shdll diffuse large, and liberd, and congtant blessings on
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their felowmen” - Bar nes
Especially when they bear the fruit of the Spirit in their lives Ga 5:22-23
a. Suchaslove, joy, peace
b. Such aslongsuffering, kindness, goodness
c. Such as gentleness, faithfulness, sdlf-control
Bearing such fruit of the Spirit, they blessthe lives of others!

B. THE AID OF THE SPIRIT...

1.

2.

Thefruit of the Spirit becomes possible with the aid of the Spirit

a. Who helps usto put to desth the deeds of the body - Ro 8:12-13; cf. Co 3:5-8
b. Who enables usto be filled with joy and peace, abounding in hope - Ro 15:13
For the Spirit is God’sinstrumental agent to strengthen the Christian

a. Srrengthening with might through the Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

b. With apower working in us- Ep 3:20

-- Weareabletobea blessing to others, with the aid of the Spirit working in us!

[Jesus therefore offers us the opportunity to be blessed by the Spirit’ sindwelling, so we can be useful in
blessing the lives of those around us. But to ensure that we receive this blessing of the Spirit, let’s be
careful to consder...]

I1l. THE RECEPTION OF THE PROMISE

A. GIVENTO THOSE WHO OBEY ...

1.

By believing in Jesus Christ

a. The need to believe emphasized twice in our text - Jn 7:38-39

b. For fathisnecessary to receive “lifein Hisname’ - ¢f. Jn 20:31

By repenting of our sins

a. Thegift of the Spirit promised to those who repent - Ac 2:38-39

b. Those who repent will experience “times of refreshing” (what could be more refreshing
than “rivers of living water”?) - cf. Ac 3:19

By being baptized for the remission of our sins

a. Those baptized are promised the gift of the Spirit - Ac 2:38-39

b. They are madeto drink into one Spirit - cf. 1 Co 12:13

AsPeter put it, God givesthe Holy Spirit to those who obey Him - Ac 5:32

B. EXPERIENCED BY THOSE WHO GROW...

1.

2.

3.

By singing psalms, hymns, spiritual songs

a  Weareto befilled with the Spirit - Ep 5:18

b. Which we can do by snging - Ep 5:19

By studying the Word of God

a. Whichisthe sword of the Spirit - Ep 6:17

b. The means by which the Spirit teaches and ingtructs the Chrigtian, for it contains the
revelation of God given by the Spirit to inspired men who wrote it for our benefit- cf.
1Co02:9-13; Ep 3:5-7

By praying, making requestsregarding the Spirit

a. Tha God would fill onewith dl joy and peace in believing, abounding in hope by the
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power of the Holy Spirit - Ro 15:13
b. Tha God would strengthen one with might through His Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16
4. By turning away from sn
a. Ledthey grievethe Spirit - cf. Ep 4:29-31
b. Les they quenchthe Spirit- cf. 1 Th 5:19

CONCLUSION

1. What awonderful promise Jesus offersin our text...
a. TheHoaly Spirit to those who believe in Him
b. A refreshing drink that can become rivers of living water
1) Fird refreshing our souls
2) Then refreshing the souls around us by Hisimpact on our lives

2. How sad if we quench the Spirit Who is intended to quench our thirs...
a. By falingto obey the Lord
b. By faling to grow inthe Lord

May our atitude and heart’ s felt desire be smilar to that of the Samaritan woman, when Jesus spoke to
her at Jacob’ swall...

“Jesus answered and said to her, ‘“Whoever drinks of thiswater will thirst
again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst.
But the water that | shall give him will becomein him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life.” The woman said to Him, * Sir, give methis
water, that I may not thirst, nor come hereto draw.’”” (Jn 4:13-15)

Areyou willing to say to Jesus, “ Sir, give me thiswater, that | may not thirst” by comingto Himin
fathful obedience...?
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TheLight Of TheWorld
John 8:12

INTRODUCTION

1. Thegospd of John records a least seven remarkable clams by Jesus...

@"~po0oTw

“| am the bread of life’ - Jn 6:48

“I am thelight of the world” - Jn 8:12

“l am thedoor” - Jn 10:9

“I am the good shepherd” - Jn 10:11

“| am the resurrection and the life’ - Jn 11:25
“I am the way, the truth, and the life’ - Jn 14:6
“l antheving’ -Jn 15:5

2. Inmaking such statements, Jesus reveds much...
a. About the world around us, and the liveswe live
b. About Himsdf, and what He has to offer to us

3. Inthisstudy, wewill focus our attention on Hisclam to be“ The Light Of The World” ...
a. Asrecordedin Jn 8:12... “| am the light of the world. He who follows Me shdl not wak in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
b. Madeby Jesusin the treasury of the temple (part of the Court of Women) - cf. Jn 8:20
c. Inwhich there were “two colossa golden lamp stands, on which hung a multitude of lamps,
lighted after the evening sacrifice (probably every evening during the feast of tabernacles),
diffusing their brilliancy, it is said, over dl the city” - Jameison, Fausset, and Brown

[As we examine the words of Jesus, we notice what isimplied about the world in which welive...]

|. THERE ISDARKNESSIN THE WORLD

A. THE SYMBOLISM OF DARKNESS...

1.

2.

Used metaphoricaly to symbolize distress, mourning, perplexity, ignorance and deeth - 1 sa
9:1-2; Job 5:14; 12:24-25; 10:21; 17:13
Usad figuratively of mord depravity - cf. Jn 3:19; Ro 13:12-13; Ep 5:11

B. THE REALITY OF DARKNESS...

1.
2. Viewed in the media (pornography, filthy language)

3.

4. Asdescribed by the apostle Paul, many walk in darkness... - cf. Ep 4:17-19

Seen in the news (terrorism, war, oppression, sexua abuse, greed)
Experienced in life (adultery, physicd and verbd abuse, fdse reigions)

a. Inthefutility of their minds

b. Darkened in their understanding

c. Alienaed from thelife of God

d. Ignorant because of the blindness of their heart
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e. Padt feding, given over to lewdness
f.  Working al uncleanness with greediness

[While there may be varying degrees of darknessin which people find themselves if they livein the
world they must contend with darkness. To those in darkness, Jesus offers hope...]

. JESUSISTHE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

A. HEISTHE LIGHT...
1. A dam made esewhere in the gospd
a. Intheprologue-Jn 1:4-9
b. By Jesuson other occasions - Jn 9:5; 12:35,46
2. Heisthe light, not a light
a. Indicating that He alone provides the true light
b. EvenasHealone providesthetrue and living way - cf. Jn 14:6
3. Asthelight, Jesusisthe source of life - Jn 8:12¢c
a. Theabundant life (with peace, joy, love) - Jn 10:10; cf. Jn 14:27; 15:10,11
b. Theeternd life (including the resurrection) -Jn 11:25; 17:2
4. Wemust be wary of those who proclaim to offer “light”
a. Somemay be servants of Satan - cf. 2 Co 11:13-15
b. At best, one can only reflect what light Jesus has dready bestowed

B. OF THE WORLD...
1. Not for the Jews only, but for Gentiles (the nations) as well
a. Asforetold by the prophets - cf. 1sa 49:6; 60:1-3
b. Ascommanded of His gpostles - cf. Ac 26:15-18
2. Avaladeto dl who believe, not an dect few
a. Toeveryonewho believesin Jesus - Jn 12:46
b. To those who follow Jesus-Jn 8:12b

[How wonderful to know that in aworld of darkness, we can have the light of life through Jesus Chrigt,
the light of theworld! Y et we should reiterate that Heistruly the light...]

I1l.FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW HIM

A. BY BECOMING HISDISCIPLE...
1. Note the connection between following Jesus and being adisciple
a. Theword “disciple’ means afollower, alearner
b. Only those who follow Him will have the light of life
c. Therefore only those who become His disciples will wak in His light
2. How one becomes adisciple (or follower) of Jesus
a It beginswith faith - Jn 12:46
b. Itincludesbaptiam - cf. Mt 28:19-20; Mk 16:16

B. BY ABIDING IN HISWORD...
1. Only by abiding in HisWord...
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a. Arewetruly Hisdisciples (followers) - Jn 8:31
b. Do wetruly have Chrigt - cf. 2Jn 9
2. Aswe adidein Hiswords, we not only wak in light, we become light!
a. Reflecting thelight of Chrigt - cf. Ph 2:15-16
b. Proving what is acceptable, exposing that which isnot - cf. Ep 5:8-14
c. Thelight of the world, bringing glory to our Father in heaven - cf. Mt 5:14-16

CONCLUSION

1. Areyou confused, sumbling in amorass of darkness, making a mess of your life...?
a. Cometo Jesus, thelight of theworld
b. Fdlow Him, who will give you the light of life

2. You can become alight to others walking in darkness...
a. Asyou reflect the light of Chrigt in your own life
b. Asyou abidein Histeachings, and follow His doctrine

Inaworld of darkness, let uswalk in the light of Him who leads us to both the abundant life and eternd
life..!
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The Truth Shall Make You Free
John 8:31-36

INTRODUCTION

1. Oneof the better known statements of Jesusisthis “ And you shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” (Jn 8:32)

2. Today this popular statement is often used in apalitical context...
a. Referring to freedom from political oppresson
b. Extalling the value of the free press, and freedom of expresson

3. While such are notable virtues, Jesus had something elsein mind...
a. Freedom from something more serious than political oppresson
b. Truth that comesfrom only one source

[Let's examine the context in which Jesus statement isfound (i.e,, Jn 8:31-36). From a careful reading
of it wefirg note...]

|. THE FREEDOM OF WHICH JESUS SPEAKS

A. FREEDOM FROM SIN...

1. The Jews misconstrued Jesus - Jn 8:33
a. They clamed to have never been in bondage (i.e., politica oppression)
b. Anodd daminview of the present Roman occupation, and past Egyptian, Assyrian

and Babylonian captivitied

2. Jesus explains the context of His statement - Jn 8:34-36
a. Heistaking aout the davery of sin
b. Heoffersfreedom from the bondage of sin

B. THE BONDAGE OF SIN...
1. Thereisthe guilt of 9n
a. A guilt shared by everyone- R0 3:23; 1 Jn 1:8
b. Evenif one has committed only one sin (if such were possible!) - Ja 2:10-11
2. Thereisthe power of 9n
a.  Jesus describes how committing Sn makesoneadavetosn-Jn 8:34
b. Paul illugtrated the dilemma of one in bondage to the power of Sn- Ro 7:14-24

[More oppressive than any kind physical davery isthe spiritual davery that comes from being a
gnner! While man may legidate politica freedom, only Jesus provides freedom from the bondage of
sn. How He does this can be seen as we now examine...]

. THE TRUTH OF WHICH JESUS SPEAKS
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A. HISDOCTRINE...
1. Thetruth of which Jesus spesks is His own word or doctrine - Jn 8:31-32
2. Which offers freedom from the bondage of an
a. Fromthe qguilt of sin through the blood of Christ - cf. Mt 26:28; Ep 1:7
b. From the power of sin through the Spirit of God - cf. Ro 8:1-2,12-13

B. WHICH WE MUST OBEY. ...
1. TobeHisdisciplesindeed - Jn 8:31; cf. Lk 6:46
2. Tobestfreefromsan-Ro06:17-18; cf. He 5:9

C. BEGINNING WITH BAPTISM INTO CHRIST...

1. Inwhich we are crucified with Chrigt - Ro 6:3-4a,6a

2. Inwhich wedieto sn, thusfreed from sn-Ro 6:6b,7,11a
a. Itsquilt removed by the blood of Jesus- Ac 2:38; 22:16
b. Itspower weskened by the gift of the Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38; Ep 3:16

3. Inwhich weriseto newness of life, free now to serve God - Ro 6:4c¢,11b-14,17-18
a. With thead of the continua cleansing of Jesus blood -1.Jn 1:9
b. Withthead of the Spirit in putting to death the deeds of the body - Ro 8:12-13

D. CONTINUING WITH ABIDING IN HISWORD...
1. Asdated by Jesus-Jn 8:31
2. Asreiterated by John-2Jn 9

CONCLUSION

1. Perhaps we can now better appreciate the significance of the Great Commission...
a. To meake disciples by baptizing them - Mt 28:19
b. To make disciples by teaching them to observe dl that Christ commanded them - Mt 28:20

2. For in carrying out the Grest Commission into dl the world...
a.  We offer the truth that really makes one free!
b. Freedom from sin, the burden which truly oppresses mankind!

Are you under the heavy burden of sin, both it’s guilt and it’s power? Then respond to the Savior's
tender invitation:

“Cometo Mg, all [you] who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.” (Mt 11:28-30)
Accept His call to discipleship (“take My yoke...learn from M€”), remembering His promisein our text:

“Thereforeif the Son makes you free, you shall be freeindeed.” (Jn 8:36)
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|s God Your Father?
John 8:42

INTRODUCTION

1. We often hear people speak of the “Fatherhood of God” ...
a. Suggedting that dl people are the children of God
b. Thereissome truth to thet, for we are dl the offpring of God - cf. Ac 17:28-29

2. Yetinone sense, not everyone has God astheir Father...
a.  Jesusidentified some who did not have God as their Father - Jn 8:42
b. Heeven sad thar father was the devil! - Jn 8:44

3. Whoisyour Father? God or the devil...?
a. If Godisyour Father, you will love Jesus - cf. Jn 8:42
b. Loveof the Sonis proof that we have God as our Father

[Do we love the Son? How does love for Jesus express itsdf? We provethat God isour Father
when we love the Son in at least seven ways. For example...]

. BY TRUSTING IN JESUS

A. CAN LOVE EXIST WHERE THERE ISNO TRUST...?
1. Between husband and wife?
2. Between friends?

B. SO TRUST INJESUSISINHERENT TO LOVING HIM...
1. Heasksustotrust Him-cf. Jn 14:1
2. How can we say that we love Him, if we don't trust Him?

C. DOWE REALLY TRUST JESUS...?
1. Tobetheway, thetruth, the life (enough to put our soulsin Hishands)?-Jn 14:6
2. To bethe provider of our daily needs (enough to put the kingdom first)? - Mt 6:33

[If we trust Jesusin thisway, we must surdly love Him - and thus God is our Father! But we aso show
our love for Jesus...]

II. BY OBEYING HISCOMMANDMENTS

A. KEEPING HISCOMMANDMENTSISINDICATIVE OF LOVE...
1. AsJesus made clear, timeand again - Jn 14:15,21,23,24; 15:10
2. Can anything be more clear?
a. Yet some might accuse us of “legaism” because we gtress kegping His commands
b. If kegping His commandments is legaism, then | plead guilty, because:
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1) | loveHim and want to abidein Hislove
2) Don'tyou?

B. YET MANY FAIL TO DO WHAT JESUSTEACHES...
1. Hesadto repent (Mk 1:14-15) - but many don't, while professng to love Him
2. Hesaid to be baptized and observe dl that He commanded (Mk 16:16; Mt 28:19-20)
- yet many say baptism is not a necessary command

[Jesussadit bestin Lk 6:46...why bother to cal Him Lord if we don't do what He says? If God is our
Father, we will obey Jesus Him gladly because we love Him. We dso show love for Jesus...]

[11.BY DELIGHTING IN HISCOMPANY

A. IF YOU LOVE SOMEONE, YOU ENJOY BEING WITH THEM...
1. E.g, friends, loved ones
2. Canyou imagine someone loving Jesus, but not wanting to be with Him?

B. YET IT SEEMSDO NOT ENJOY BEING WITH CHRIST...!

1. Demongrated by their disregard for His Word reveded by the Spirit - Jn 16:12-14
a. They don't make the effort to read it
b. They don't take advantage of opportunities to study it

2. Demondrated by their lack of prayer which Jesusiswilling to answer - cf. Jn 14:13-14
a. They don't pray asthey should privately
b. They don't appreciate the blessng of congregationa prayer

3. Demonstrated by their sporadic attendance - cf. Mt 18:20
a. Where Jesus has promised to be present
b. Where many seem to pass by opportunities to assemble

C. WHY SUCH DISREGARD FOR THE COMPANY OF CHRIST...?
1. Forthosenew infaith, it islikely ignorance
2. For others, Satan and sin has hardened them into complacency - cf. He 3:12-14

[If we love Jesus, we will love the opportunities to be in His company. We will dso show our love...]

V. BY SPEAKING ABOUT HIM

A. WE OFTEN DEMONSTRATE LOVE THISWAY. ...
1. “Let metel you about my grandchildren!”
2. “Youwant to seethe latest pictures?’

B. SO THE EARLY CHURCH DEMONSTRATED THEIR LOVE FOR JESUS...
1. Eg.,theapostles- Ac5:41,42
2. E.g., those scattered abroad by persecution - Ac 8:1,4

C. DOWE NOT LOVE THE LORD...?
1. How can we be the children of God, if we are ashamed to speak of His Son?
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2. Imaginetreating your family that way
[We should aways be ready to speak about Jesus (cf. 1 Pe 3:15). We also show our love...]

V. BY WILLINGLY SUFFERING FOR HIM

A. MANY MAKE GREAT SACRIFICESFOR OTHERS...
1. Parents give up much to be able to have and support children
2. People arewilling to jeopardize ther lives for loved ones
3. Evenadog will risk hislife to save his mester

B. DO WE LOVE OUR LORD ANY LESS...?
1. Especidly when we recaive savation through His suffering? - He 5:7-9
2. Paul cdled Timothy to join in suffering with him for Chrigt - ¢f. 2 Ti 1:7-12
3. Peerlikewise enjoins dl to suffer willingly if need be - cf. 1 Pe 2:19-21; 4.1
[Another way to express our love for Jesus, and thereby prove that God is our Father...]

VI.BY LONGING TO BE LIKE HIM

A. CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE LOVE THROUGH IMITATION...
1. By adgpting mannerisms of the parents they love
2. Some good, some not (such as bad habits)

B. CANONE SAY THEY LOVE JESUS, BUT NOT WANT TO BE LIKE HIM...?
1. Especidly when imitating Jesusis the god of Christian doctring?
2. NoteCo3:9-11; Ga 2:20
[Findly, we show love for Jesus...]

VIl.BY DESIRING TO PLEASE HIM

A. CONSIDER PEOPLE IN LOVE...
1. What man or woman won't go out of their way to please the one they love?
2. They'll change clothes, mannerisms, hobbies, etc.

B. CHRISTIANSARE TO BE SIMILAR...
1. For weareapurevirgin betrothed to Christ - cf. 2 Co 11:2
2. Because of Hislovefor us, we should live for Him - 2 Co 5:14-15
3. Do you have acompelling desire to please Chrigt?
4. Youdoif youtruly love Him!

CONCLUSION

1. If one does not love the Lord Jesus, they are accursed - cf. 1 Co 16:22
a  Why? Becauseif you do not love Jesus then God is not your Fether, Satan isl
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b. If Godisyour Father, then you will love the Son and demongrate in these various waysl
2. How doesoneinitidly become a child of God? - cf. Ga 3:26-27
a ltinvolvesfath, and putting Chrigt on in baptism

b. Thisdemongrates our love for Christ as well
c. For wearewilling to become one with Him, just as two in marriage become one out of love

Is God your Father? Do you love Jesus enough to obey Him and become a child of God?
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By This All Will Know
John 13:34-35

INTRODUCTION

1. How istheworld to know that we are truly disciples of Christ, members of His body?
a. Isit by the name we wear?
b. Isit by having theright doctrine, organization, wor ship, etc.?

2. ltiscertanly important to have dl these things, but if we think...
a. That by these things done we are truly the disciples of Jesus
b. That by these things done the world will know we are Christ’ sdisciples
...then we are sadly mistaken!

3. Shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus identified a key mark of discipleship...
a. Hegavewhat He cdled “a new commandment” - Jn 13:34
b. It wasacommandto“loveoneanother” - Jn 13:34
c. Hesad“by thisall will know” who were His disciples- Jn 13:35

4. Lovefor one another is how people will know that we are truly the disciples of Jesus...
a. Do weknow what kind of love thet is?
b. How do we develop that kind of love?
c. How do we demondtrate this love?

[In this study | wish to encourage the kind of love Jesus commands of us, so that “ By This All Will
Know” that we aretruly Hisdisciplesl Let's begin with...]

I. THISLOVE DEFINED

A. ITISANEW KIND OF LOVE...

1. There had dways been the love of family, friends, etc.

2. TheOT taught to “ love your neighbor asyourself” - Lev 19:18

3. But Jesussad, “ A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another” - Jn
13:34
a. Thisisnot amply acommand to love one another
b. But acommand to love one another in aspecid way

-- Jesusiscalling usto new and higher standard of love!

B. ITISA SACRIFICIAL LOVE...
1. What kind of love does Jesus command?
a. “asl haveloveyou, that you also love another”
b. Itisalove patterned after Jesus love for us
-- Thisiswhat makesit anew and higher sandard of love!
2. Thelove Jesus had for us can be summarized in oneword: sacrificial
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a AsJeusexplanedinJn 15:13

b. AsJohnwrotein 1Jn 3:16-18

c. AsPaul commandedin Ep 5:1-2

It was this kind of love manifested by the firgt disciples of Jesus
a. Thechurch in Jerusdlem - Ac 2:44-45

b. The churchesin Macedonia-2 Co 8:1-5

ITISAVISIBLELOVE..

1.

By such love Jesus declared “ all will know that you are My disciples’ - Jn 13:35
a. Theimplication isthat such love will be visble and obsarvable

b. Andvigbleby all, not just by brethren!

Tobeavisblelove, requiresalove...

a. That goesbeyond the four wals of the church building

b. That extends beyond the few hours we are assembled together

C. That can be observed by those of the world and in the world

In some way, the world needsto have the opportunity to observethe disciplesin
action, in which their lovethat is patterned after Jesus love can be seen

[Being a“warm and friendly church” while assembled is commendable, but it done does not fulfill the
command to have anew, sacrificid, and visble love patterned after the love of Jesus! If wewishto
manifest thiskind of love in our lives, where do we begin? Congder...]

II. THISLOVE DEVELOPED

A.

WE ARE TAUGHT BY GOD...

1.
2.
3.

The Thessalonians excelled in thislove - 1 Th 4:9-10

For they had been “taught by God to love one another”

Certainly God's own love for us teaches us how to love - cf. 1 Jn 4:9-11

Think of the Father's own sacrificial lovefor us, in sending His Son to be the
propitiation for our sngl

. WE LEARN FROM JESUS...
1.
2.

Jesus own example of sacrifice teaches the true meaning of love-1 Jn 3:16
The more we contemplate upon the example of Jesus’ life and death, the more likely we will
love like He did!

WE ARE TO BE STIRRED UP BY BRETHREN...

1.
2.

We areto stir one another to love and good works - He 10:24

An important means of doing thisis by frequent assembling - He 10:25

Per haps one reason why some don't love asthey should, is because they don’t
assemblelike they should!

[Through car eful study of the Father’slove for us, the Savior’s love for us, and through frequent
assembling where we gtir up another to love and good works, we can develop the kind of love “ By
Which All Will Know” we are Jesus disciples. Findly, athought or two about...]
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[1.THISLOVE DEMONSTRATED

A.

IN OUR ASSEMBLY ...

1. When we are assembled and have guests, we have an opportunity to demonstrate our love
for another

2. What do our guests see? Do they see Christianswho...
a. Areglad to see one another?
b. Arewilling to take the time to vist with each other?
c. Evenknow each other’s name?

--  Our assemblies may be the only time some guests have the opportunity to see
Chrigtiansinteract; do they see an evident love and concern for one another?

IN OUR COMMUNITY...
1. We often have the opportunity to be together in ways that others can see...
a.  Perhaps we work with other Chrigtians
b. Or we have neighborsthat are Christians
c. Or we gather to vigit, or do things together
2. What do thosein the world see? Do they see an interaction that...
a. Revedsadrong love and gppreciation for one another?
b. Showsasncereinterest in each other’ swdll-being?
3. Where there are differences, is the way we handle them different?
a. Chrigianswill often sn againgt one another, offend one ancther
b. But will they seelong-suffering and a quickness to forgive, even as Christ forgave us?
-cf.Ep 4:32; C0 3:13

CONCLUSION

1. Jesus hasreveded a powerful tool to persuade the world that we are His disciples...

a
b.

Certainly we show our discipleship by faithfulnessto His doctrine - cf. Jn 8:32
But in aworld that cares little for doctrind ditinctiveness, a Christ-like love for one another is
how Jesus would have us convince the world! - cf. Jn 13:34-35

2. How isyour lovefor your brother in Christ?

a
b.

Isit Christ-like, i.e, asacrificid love?
Isit observable, i.e, do people see your brotherly love in our assemblies and community?

3. If you admit your love for your brethren needs work (we dl canimprove)...

a
b.

L ook to God and Jesus as the ultimate teachers of what it means to |ove one another
Utilize opportunitiesto be with brethren

1) Which provides occasion to grow and display your love

2) Which can serveto sir you to love and good works - cf. He 10:24-25

“...By thisall will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (Jn 13:35)

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” (1 Jn 4:11)
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Fruit-Bearing Discipleship
John 15:8

INTRODUCTION

1. What doesthe Lord desire of Hisdisciples...?
a. Surdy Hedesresther heart (faith) - He 11:6; Jn 8:24
b. But He dso desres their hands (works) - Lk 6:46

2. Works are an important part of our discipleship...
a. Weare created in Chrigt for this very purpose - Ep 2:10
b. By them weglorify God - Mt 5:16; Jn 15:8

[Good works are an indication of “bearing fruit” as disciples of Christ. Aswe focus our attention on the
themeof “ Fruit-Bearing Discipleship”, let me reiterate thet...]

|. BEARING FRUIT ISNECESSARY TO BEING A DISCIPLE

A. ASTAUGHT BY JESUS...
1. Glorifying God by bearing fruit isamark of discipleship - Jn 15:8
2. Disciples have been “appointed” to bear fruit - Jn 15:16

B. OTHERWISE WE ARE CUT OFF...
1. From Chrigt, the true vine, and His Father as the vine dresser - Jn 15:1
2. Asbranchesthat no longer bear fruit - Jn 15:2
3. Whose end isto burned - Jn 15:6; cf. He 6:7-8

[The end of unfruitful disciplesis dreadful to contemplate. Like the Hebrew writer (He 6:9), | wishto
be more confident of better things regarding our discipleship. We can be, by remembering thét...]

II. BEARING FRUIT ISCONTINGENT ON ABIDING IN CHRIST

A. ASTAUGHT BY JESUS...
1. Wemus abide in Him, as the branch cannot bear fruit of itsdf - Jn 15:4
2. Abiding in him, we bear much fruit; without Him we can do nothing - Jn 15:5
3. Asconfessed by Paul in Ph 4:13; 2 Co 3:5

B. HOW WE CAN ABIDE IN CHRIST...
1. Frd, by putting Him onin baptism - Ga 3:27
2. Then, by abiding in Hislove through keegping His commandments - Jn 15:9-10; cf. 14:15,
21-23

[To be adisciple, we must bear fruit. To bear fruit, we must abide in Christ. To abidein Chrigt, we
must keep His commandments. But what kind of fruits will disciples bear... ]
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[11.BEARING FRUIT ISMANIFESTED IN VARIOUSWAYS

A. WINNING SOULSTO CHRIST...
1. Asexpressed by Paul in hisdesreto go to Rome-Ro 1:13
2. Distiples creating more disciplesis anatura indication of bearing fruit - cf. Mt 28:19-20

B. SHARING WITH THOSE IN NEED...
1. Asexplaned by Paul in describing the contribution to poor saints - Ro 15:25-28
2. Which was evidence of God' s grace at work inthe givers - cf. 2 Co 8:1-2; 9:12-14

C. DEVELOPING CHRIST-LIKE CHARACTER...
1. Indicating that one iswaking in the Spirit - Ga 5:16,22-23
2. Evidencethat isdiligent in growing the true knowledge of Jesus - 2 Pe 1:5-8

D. PRAISING GOD AND GIVING THANKS...
1. Thefruit of our lipsin praise and prayer are spiritud sacrifices- He 13:15
2. Which we are to offer continudly - He 13:15

[Aswe bear fruit in these different ways, we not only glorify God and prove to be fruitful disciples, we
a 50 experience the “aoundant” life of which Jesus spegks (Jn 10:10)...]

IV.BEARING FRUIT LEADSTO THE FULFILLED LIFE

A. WINNING SOULSPRODUCESJOY. ...
1. AsPaul found to be case with the Thessalonians- 1 Th 2:19-20
2. AsJohn redized with his“children” -3 Jn 4
--  Onereason many Christiansdo not live a life of joy isthat they never bear fruit in
leading othersto Chrigt!

B. SHARING WITH OTHERS PRODUCES HAPPINESS...
1. Thosewho give are “blessed” - Ac 20:35
2. Theword “blessed” can be trandated * happy”
-- If Christians are so materialistic and sdlfish that they do not share, they will never
know the blessedness of giving!

C. DEVELOPING CHRIST-LIKE CHARACTER PRODUCES ASSURANCE...
1. Growing in the true knowledge of Christ ensures an * abundant entrance” into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord - 2 Pe 1:8-11
2. Developing a Chrig-like love gives assurance of one's discipleship and salvation - Jn 13:
34-35; 1Jn 3:14,18-19
-- Many Chrigtians have no assurance; and no wonder, if their character remains
unchanged as evidenced by little love for the brethren!

D. PRAISING GOD AND GIVING THANKS PRODUCES PEACE...
1. Prayer isthe antidote for anxiety - Ph 4:6
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2. Forinresponseto prayer God will guard our hearts through His peace - Ph 4.7
-- Failing to bear much fruit in regardsto prayer, Christianswill be filled with anxious
lives, not abundant living!

CONCLUSION

1. Whyis“Fruit-Bearing Discipleship” so important...?
a. Itisnecessary to be afaithful disciple of Jesus Chrigt
b. Itisnecessary to be afulfilled disciple of Jesus Christ

2. If you degre to be both afathful and fulfilled disciple of Jesus...
a. Abidein Him by kesping His commands
b. Produce fruit that glorifies His Father

“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My
disciples.” (Jn 15:8)

If you are not yet adisciple of Jesus, then let His own words lead you to become one - Mt 28:18-20;
Mk 16:15-16
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That TheWorld May Know
John 17:20-23

INTRODUCTION

1. Shortly before His betraya, arrest, and crucifixion, Jesus prayed to His Father...
a. For Himsdf -Jn 17:1-5
b. For Hisdisciples-Jn 17:6-19
c. For dl Hisfuture bdievers - Jn 17:20-26

2. Hisprayer istruly remarkable...
a. Ithasbeencdled“ThelLord sHigh Priestly Prayer”
b. Itistruly “TheLord sPrayer”, atitle normaly given to the sample prayer found in Mt 6:
9-13; Lk 11:2-4

3. Welearn what weighed heavily on our Lord’s mind, knowing thet “the hour has come....
a. He sought to be glorified by His Father
b. Hewas concerned for the wel-being of His disciples
c. Hewanted Hisfollowersto be one, even as He and the Father were one - Jn 17:20-23

4. Itisour Lord' s concern for unity that | want usto examinein this study...
a. Why was unity so important to Jesus?
b. What has Jesus done that it might be accomplished?
c. Inour rdigioudy divided world today, how can we maintain unity among those who believein
Jesus?

[Aswe look closer at our text (Jn 17:20-23), we are immediately impressed with...]

. THE IMPORTANCE OF UNITY

A. “THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE"...-Jn 17:21
1. Without unity, it is difficult to persuade unbdievers that Jesus came from God
a. Thoseintheworld care little about doctrine and theologica digtinctions
b. Butinaworld with racid, ethnic and culturd divisons, unity can capture their atention!
2. Thisisnot to say that doctrineis not important!
a. Jesus had aready emphasized the importance of abiding in Hisword - Jn 8:31
b. But the proclamation of truth must be accompanied by unity
3. Whenwe are united in Chrig, it gives credence to our clams
a.  Tha Jesus was sent from God
b. That asthe Son of God who rose from the dead...
1) Helivesin our hearts
2) He hastransformed our lives by the power of His resurrected lifel
--  Which iswhy some havereferred to unity as” The Final Apologetic” (Schaeffer)
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B. “THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW”... - Jn 17:23

1. Jesusagain emphasizes the power of unity among His disciples to convince an unbdieving
world!

2. Not only that they may know God sent Jesus...
a. But that God has dso loved them! - Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 4:9-10
b. Indeed, even as God loves His only begotten Son (“as Y ou have loved M€”)!

3. What a powerful message we have to share with the world!
a.  God lovesthem even as He loves His Son!
b. But to convince the world of such love, unity among disciplesisimperativel

[Inlight of Jesus prayer for unity, no true disciple can be content with religious divison asiit exists today
(cf. 1 Co 1:10). Paramount in our discipleship should be efforts to diminate any kind of religious
divison that is contrary to the will of Christ! But how can we be one, even as the Father and the Son
are one? Here are some thoughtson...]

II. THE ATTAINMENT OF UNITY

A. JESUSHASPROVIDED “GLORY” FOR USTO BE ONE...
1. “Glory” which He had received from the Father - Jn 17:22
a. Which He had given to His disciples
b. Which enabled them to be one just as He and the Father were onel
2. What isthis“glory” to which Jesusrefers?
a. It may involvetheideaof Jesusaiding in us
1) l.e,theglory of Jesus abiding in us even as the Father abides in the Son
2) Through such abiding, we may be made perfect in one-Jn 17:23
b. Certainly without abiding in Jesus, we can do nothing - cf. Jn 15:4-5

[Whatever the “glory” refers to, we should note that true unity comes from Jesus Himself; with this
in mind, note the following...]

B. JESUSATTAINED UNITY THROUGH HISDEATH ON THE CROSS...

1. AsPaul expounded in Ep 2:14-16
a. Thedivison between Jew and Gentile ended at the cross
b. Jesusdied to makeit possible for usto be one body! - Ep 4:4

2. When we come to Christ through obedience to His gospd, we are united with dl believers
in His one body!
a. Weare baptized into one body -1 Co 12:13
b. Thuswe begin the Chridian life united with dl believersin Chrigt!

[When it comes to attaining unity, Jesus accomplished the unity for which He prayed! Our chdlengeis
maintaining this unity if we wish to honor Jesus prayer...]

[1I.THE MAINTENANCE OF UNITY

A. REQUIRESTHAT WE OBEY THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST...
1. Unity isimpossble without adherence to the same standard
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a.  Unlessthere were standards regarding weights and measures, confuson and division
would result every time we went to the store
b. Rdigious divison occurs because people accept different andards of authority
1) Some accept the authority of a pope, presbytery, prophet, or preacher
2) We cannot maintain the unity for which Jesus died unless we can agree on the same
standard
For Chrigtians our standard of authority must be that which...
a. Originated from Chrigt - cf. Jn 8:31; Mt 28:18
b. Wasdeegated to His apostles - cf. Jn 13:20; Mt 28:20; Ac 2:42
c. Was proclamed and written by Hisapostles- ¢f. 1 Th 2:13; 1 Co 14:37
Taught by His gpostles, we must be careful to...
a. Observeall that He has commanded - Mt 28:20
b. Not dlow traditions of men to make void the commandments of God - Mt 15:3-6
c. Not teach as doctrine the commandments of (uninspired) men - Mt 15:9
The “apostles doctrine” (i.e., the New Testament) must be our standard of
authority, even as Jesus acknowledged when He prayed “ for those who will believe
in Methrough their word” (i.e., the apostles teaching) - Jn 17:20

B. REQUIRESTHAT WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST...

1.

As Paul ingtructed the Philippians - Ph 2:2-5

a. Thereisno place for selfish ambition or concelt

b. We mus esteem others highly, and look out for their interests

As Paul wrote to the Ephesians - Ep 4:1-3

a. Wemug manifest lowliness, gentleness, longsuffering, forbearance in love

b. With such diligence, we "kegp" (maintain) the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
Without this“mind” of Christ, we will misuse theword of God and destroy the unity
Jesus attained through His death on the cross!

[With His doctrine before us, His mind in us, we can maintain the unity Jesus attained. With lives
transformed by His teachings and His attitude, we provide visible proof to the world that Jesus did
come from God and that the Father loves them dso. Findly, some thoughts about a providing a visible
unity (“That TheWorld May Know”)...]

IV.THE DEMONSTRATION OF UNITY

A. MUST BE MANIFESTED IN THE LOCAL CHURCH...

1.

2.

It isin the context of the loca congregation that unity will be most evident

a. For that iswhereinteraction of Christians most often occurs

b. Notethat the warnings againgt divison were often addressed in the context of the loca
church - eg., 1 Co 1:10-13; 3:3-4; 11:18

Therefore unity truly begins“a home”’

a. Wemay rightly deplore the religious divison esewhere

b. But our first concern must be preserving unity in our own congregeation!

¢. How sad when those who condemn religious division in the denominations can't even
preserve unity in their own congregetion!
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B. PRECLUDES ORGANIZATION ABOVE THE LOCAL CHURCH...
1. Inthe New Testament, each congregation was self-governing and independent

a. Governed by aplurdity of eders (bishops, pastors) whose authority was limited to the
flock of God among them - cf. Ac 14:23; 20:28; 1 Pe 5:1-2

b. Therewas no authority above the local congregation other than that of Christ and His
apostles

2. Itwasonly after the gpostles died that things soon changed

a. “During the second century A.D. churches came to have a single bishop, and then that
bishop came to exercise oversght over nearby rurd churches as well as the city church
so that his ecclesiagtical territory became known asa*“diocese” or “see” (“eparchy” in
the East). Bishops of churches that had been founded by gpostles were said to be in
succession to the apostles, and hence their teaching was held to be authentic and their
authority collegid. By 400 A.D. in the Weg, the bishop of Rome began to assume
extraordinary authority above other bishops.” (Holman Bible Dictionary)

b. “Ignatius showsthat in the early second century the office of bishop over the eders had
developed, but Lightfoot has shown that it was not so in the first century.” (Word
Pictures, A. T. Robinson)

3. Such changes were not only unscripturd, but set the stage for denominationa divison

a. Churches were expected to line up under one bishop, patriarch, or council

b. Rather than let the Lord Himsdf judge each church (cf. Re 2-3), religious hierarchies
began determining which churches were fathful

c. Thishasled to the denominationa divison so rampant today, and which presentsa
religioudy divided picture to the world!

-- Aslong asthe denominational practice of organizing churches under some
hierarchy above thelocal church continues, religiousdivison will remain!

CONCLUSION

1. Notruedisciple of Jesus should treat religious divison with nonchdance...
a lItiscontrary to our Lord's prayer for unity - Jn 17:20-23
b. Itiscondemned by Paul as a manifestation of carndity - 1 Co 3:3-4

2. Unity among disciples of Christ must be a primary concern, for Jesus...
a. Died on the crossto attain unity
b. Bdievedittobe“TheFind Apologetic’ to convince the world that He came from God

3. Since Jesus attained unity through His degth, our task isto maintain it by...
a. Following the doctrine of Christ as communicated through His gpostles
b. Displaying the mind of Christ as we interact with one another in our locd churches
c. Honoring the New Testament pattern of church organization, which is designed to dow the
growth of religious divison whenever it occurs

It is not dways possible to avoid rdigious divison (cf. 1 Co 11:19), but may we do dl we canto
preserve the unity we enjoy in Chridt!
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