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Compartmentalizing Sin

There are Christians in this world who are living a life of
duplicity. While they are in the presence of others, they appear | Duplicity =1 : contradictory

. e doubleness of thought, speech,
godly and wholesome, yet they stand guilty of horrific sins, such | = . on: especially: the

as sexual immorality, drug use, socid drinking, dressing | belying of one's true intentions
by deceptive words or action”
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

immodestly, using corrupt or filthy language, etc. Quite often,
when these sins are finally brought to the light of day, fellow
Christians arefloored, saying thingslike, “Surely not. | just can’t
believe they would be involved in such adeed.”

How can this type of Christian successfully fool so many people for so long? The answer is
found in the phrase “ compartmentalizing sin.” That isto say, they isolate their sinful behavior into
itsown dark room. When they arein the presence of other people, they
walk in the light of day and stay far away from the sinful behavior.
Then, later on, when no one is watching, they unlock their dark room,

Compartmentalize = “to
separate into isolated

go in and become awhole different person who revelsinthe | compartmentsor

&3, sinful deed. Oncetheir siniscompleted, they unlock thedoor | categories” (Merriam-
Webster Dictionary)

B
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' to their dark room and step back into the light of day.

Thisdark room of sin could befilled with any number of sins. There are some peoplewho

have a dark room of drug abuse. Some people may have sexual immorality, such as

fornicatiion, adultery, or even prostitution in their dark rooms.

Some dark rooms may be filled with pornography, cyber-sex
relationships, or any number of sexual sins. Some people may usetheir dark
roomsto tell dirty jokes, to gossip, to tell lies about others, to habitually lie,
or to drink socially or even to the point of drunkenness.

Tragicdly, some Christians becometrapped in their dark room of sin. This choiceis generally
marked in their lives by atotal departure from their previous serviceto God. | know of more than
one example of a preacher who stepped into his dark room of sin one too many times and fel from
the faith, rejecting those very things for which he had once stood.




Do You Have a Dark Room of Sin?

Do you have adark room of sininyour life? Itiscrucial that you are honest with yourself and
God when answering this question. Too often we want to deny that we could ever possess such a
roominour lives. Sadly, the evidenceisoften overwhelmingly to the contrary. Y ou must bewilling
to look at yourself in the mirror and acknowledge what you truly see.

Consider for amoment the example of King David. King David
had an affair with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah. Asaresult of their | The longer you

illicit sexual activities, Bathshebabecame pregnant. Knowingthatthe | deny the existence
of sinin your life,

the closer you
come to spending
eternity in hell.

pregnancy would surely reveal their sin, David tried to arrange for
Uriah to spend some time with Bathsheba, hoping that Uriah would
think the soon-to-be-revealed pregnancy was from his own seed.
Uriah, being too loyd to the soldiers under him, refused to allow
himself the pleasure of being with hiswife. After this attempt, King
David had Uriah killed by sending him into the heat of battle. After the death of Uriah, King David
took Bathsheba to be his wife. After studying this story, you see something missing: David's
repentance. David spent ayear in denial. He denied that he wasin possession of such adark room
of sinwithin hislife. After the birth of the baby, Nathan approached David and revealed David's
sin. Finaly, David acknowledged his sin and repented. (Cf. Il Samuel 11:1 - 12:25)

Like David, many peoplearein denial of the existence of their dark room. They will go in and
out of their dark room of sinwithout truly repenting. In order to truly repent of your sins, you must
be willing to acknowledge the sin, both to yourself and to God. Therefore, it isimportant that you
are honest with yourself about the existence of a dark room of sin. The longer you deny the
existence of sinin your life, the closer you come to spending eternity in hell.

Let me help you in your search for the possible existence of that dark room of sin within your
life by asking you to do two things. First, ask yourself, “Do | find myself sneaking around, hoping
no one will see me? Would | be ashamed if seen by fellow Christians?” If you find yourself
engagingin certain actsof which you would be ashamed for your fellow Christiansto discover, then
you have adark room of sininyour life

Secondly, | would like for you to consider thefollowing list of sins. Look deeply into your own
lifetoseeif thesesinsare presentinyour life. Thefollowing listiscompiled from Romans 1:24-32,
Galatians 5:19-21, Colossians 3:5-11, and | Peter 4:1-3.



Sexual Sins

REF. SIN DESCRIPTION IN MY LIFE?

Rom homosexuality Sexual relations or activities between members
of the same sex.

Rom fornication Sexual relations or activities between two who

Gal are not married, at times is interchangeable with

Col adultery.

Rom adultery Sexual relations or activities between a married

Gal person and someone other than hisor her

Col spouse.

Gal licentiousness Refers to unbridled lust, |asciviousness,

| Pet shamelessness, which is either fed by or results
in adesire for sexual activity.

uncleanness Refers to thoughts that are lustful, impure,

Gal unchaste, often leading to illicit sexual activities.

Col Application: These feelings are often provoked
by pornography, nude scenesin movies or
magazines, unchaste dating practices, immodest
or suggestive clothing, etc.

Col passion When used in a bad sense refers to those
passions or strong feelings which, if allowed to
control one’s life, will lead to a desire for sexual
activity.

Sins Against God
REF. SIN DESCRIPTION IN MY LIFE?
Gal idolatry Refers to the worshiping of false gods.
| Pet
Gal sorcery “sorcery, magical arts, often found in connection
with idolatry and fostered by it” (Enhanced
Strong’s Lexicon). Thiswould include witchcraft,
black magic, spells, fortune-telling, etc.

Rom haters of God As the phrase states, this person hates God. He is
exceptionally impious and wicked.

Col evil desires This refers to the desire, craving, or longing to do

| Pet that which is contrary to God. This could lead to

drug use, illicit sexual activity, stealing, etc.




Rom

wickedness

Thisrefersto anything that the Bible declares to
be wrong. If you willfully engage in any type of
sin, then you are committing wickedness.

Rom

evil-mindedness

Thisisadescription of one whose character isto
do evil. They possess a deprived heart and are
malignant. Their every thought isto harm, hurt,
or sin against God.

Rom

proud

This person puts himself above all others,
especially in estimation of his own opinions and
abilities. Because of his pride, he rejects
obedience to God. Heisunwilling to humble
himself.

Rom

boasters

Along the same lines as the proud, the boaster
proclaims his own merits to others with the hope
of building himself up. Quite often, this boaster is
simply an empty pretender.

Rom

inventors of evil things

Thisisacontriver of evil plans. He spends his
time thinking of ways to hurt, to sin, to cause
trouble, to destroy, etc. He plans to do things
contrary to the will of God.

Gal
| Pet

revelries

Generally refers to those feasts or drinking parties
where all manner of sinis done.

Rom

undiscerning

This person neither understandsthe will of God
nor does he care to understand. His lack of
knowledge and understanding are self-imposed.

Gal
| Pet

drunkenness

Drinking al cohol beverages to the point of
intoxication. At this stage, you lose control over
yourself, lowering your inhibitions.

| Pet

drinking parties

Refers to activities such as social drinking. This
behavior is problematic because, while some may
not get drunk, the effect of alcohol resultsin a
loosening of one’s moral inhibitions and
restraints. When a person drinks socially, he
threatens the very basis of his moral control.

Sins Against Others

REF.

SIN

DESCRIPTION

IN MY LIFE?

Gal

hatred

Feelings of enmity, ill-will.

Gal

contentions

Heated disagreements brought on by feelings of
strife.




Gal

jealousies

Feelings of envy, resentment, or bitterness
towards another caused by his possessing
something that you do not possess. This can often
result in a contentious rivalry.

Gal

outbursts of wrath

Occurs when anger is allowed to heat up and
reach a boiling point. Something physical is done
to express theintense anger. At this point, anger
controls the person.

Col

wrath

See “outbursts of wrath.”

Gal

selfish ambitions

Being concerned only with what you want, desire,
or are interested in. You give no thought to the
desires, concerns, or even the well-being of
others.

Gal

dissensions

An act or attitude which leads to division or
discord. Often, this attitude is spawned by selfish
ambitions.

Gal

heresies

“Dissensions arising from diversity of opinions
and aims” (Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon). This
follows in the same vein or thought as dissensions
because one feels his opinions or aims are more
important than someone else’s opinions or aims.

Rom Gal

envy

Along the same lines as j ealousy, when feelings of
discontent and resentment are spurred by another
person’ s possessions, qualities, or something of
perceived value.

Rom Gal

murder

Thisis the unlawful, premeditated killing of
another person.

Rom

maliciousness

See “malice.”

Rom

Col

covetousness

The overwhelming desire to have more. The
yearning to possess. Covetousness is often at the
heart of contests for money, gambling, wagering,
etc. Covetousness isnot limited to coveting
money. One can covet things, material
possessions, another person’s spouse, etc.

Col

anger

This emotion refers, not to the anger found in
Eph. 4:26, but to the emotion that is driven by
wrath, indignation, or possibly an agitation of the
soul. Often, this anger will result in sinful and
hurtful actions, such as words and possibly violent
actions.

Col

malice

This emotion isfed by feelings of ill-will, hatred,
jealousy, etc., often prompting hurtful actions and
words.




Col

blasphemy

“1) Slander, detraction, speech injurious, to
another’s good name” (Enhanced Strong’s
Lexicon). Blasphemy is often aresult of anger,
wrath, or malice. It is language and words
intended to injure.

Col

filthy language

Thisis comprised of foul and obscene speech.
This covers awide range of areas, such as curse
or swear words, dirty jokes, etc.

Col

lying

Refers to speaking something fal se with the intent
to deceive.

Rom

strife

See “contention” due to the strong similarities
between the two sins.

Rom

deceit

Thisis the intent to hide the truth, whether by
word, action, insinuation, etc.

Rom

whisperers

This isone who sets out to slander othersin an
underhanded and secret fashion. They talk behind
the backs of their victims.

Rom

backbiters

Along the same lines as a whisperer, a backbiter’'s
intent is to defame or tear down their victims.

Rom

violent

“1) Aninsolent man 2) one who, uplifted with
pride, either heaps insulting language upon others
or does them some shameful act of wrong”
(Enhance Strong’ s Lexicon).

Rom

disobedient to parents

Children who willingly disobey their parents.
This disobedience is generally spawned by an
underlying disrespect for their parents and their
authority.

Rom

untrustworthy

Thisisthe person who is faithless. They willingly
break covenants. They cannot be trusted to keep
their word.

Rom

unloving

This person has no natural affection or love for
others. No matter how great the need, this person
possesses no love for the needy.

Rom

unforgiving

Being unwilling to forgive one who has done
wrong.

Rom

unmerciful

Being unwilling to extend mercy.

How did yourate yourself? Wereyou honest in your self-evaluation? If you marked yesin even
onesin, then youmust begin to changetoday. Even adark room of just onesinisstill sin. Engaging
in that sin can still cost you your soul.



Reasonsto Leave Your Dark Room

Let us say for amoment that you have adark room of sin that either you frequently visit or you
have locked yoursdf within. Why should you want to leave that room of sn? Consider, if you
would, the following reasons why you should leave your dark room of sin.

Reason One: Aslong asyou stay in your dark room of sin, you will stumblearound in the
dark. According to Proverbs 4:18-19, the way of the wicked is like darkness. Since the wicked
choosesto walk in darkness, he will always stumble over hiswicked deeds. Hereiswhat Solomon
wrote, “ But the path of thejust islike the shining sun, That shinesever brighter unto the perfect day.
The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes them stumble.” (Proverbs
4:18-19, NKJV) Do you want to live your life dways stumbling about inthe darkness of sin? If you
want to walk with surefooting, then leavethat darkness by turning to the Light of life, whichisJesus
Christ. (Cf. John 8:12)

Reason Two: If you livein darkness, then you arewalking under the power of Satan. By
choosing to turn from the darkness to the light, you will be choosing to walk by the power of God.
Jesustold Paul that He, Jesus, would ddiver boththe Jews and the Gentiles. He said that their eyes
wereto be open, “ in order to turn themfrom darknessto light, and fromthe power of Satan to God,
that they may receivefor giveness of sinsand an inheritance among those who ar e sanctified by faith
inMe.” If youwill chooseto leave that dark room of sin, then you can be delivered from the power
of Satan to the power of God. Y ouwill receivetheforgivenessof your sinsand you will receive® an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faithin” Jesus. If you are still using your dark room
of sin, then be delivered today, joining all those who have already been delivered and forgiven.
(Acts 26:15-18)

Fellowship - “a sharing,

Reason Three: Whileyou aregoingin and out of your dark | < -~ union fellowship"

room of sin, you cannot have fellowship with the light, with
Christ, whilegoinginto your dark room of sin. Inll Corinthians %momﬁﬂ’;smp
6:14, the apostle Paul wrote, “ Do not be unequally yoked together | communion, joint
with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with | participation, intercourse”
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?” (Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon)
(NKJV) Observethat thereisnofellowship betweenrighteousness | * Thisistrandated from the
and lawlessness and no communion between light and darkness. :Tfeﬁgvevzii";?ﬁﬁrigﬁr?md
You cannot walk in the light and then step to the darkness and | 1:6,7.

expect to be pleasing unto God. The apostle John takes this point

astep further in | John 1:5-7:
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“Thisisthe message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is
light and in Him is no darkness a all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him,
and walk in darkness, we lieand do not practice thetruth. But if wewalk in thelight
as Heisin the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleansesusfrom all sin.” (I John 1:5-7, NKJV)

Every timeaChristian walksinto hisdark room of sin, heiswalking in darknessand isnolonger
in fellowship with Chrigt. If that Christian claimsto be in fellowship with Christ while continuing
to come and go from his dark room of sin, then that Christianisaliar. However, if that Christian
will come out from his dark room of sin and truly repent of his sin, then the blood of Jesus Christ
will cleanse him.

Reason Four: As a Christian, you are to be
walking as a child of light. You are to “have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.” The | withathing” (Enhanced Strong’sLexicon)
apostle Paul wrote the following:

Fellowship - “to become a partaker
together with others, or to have fellowship

“For you wereonce darkness, but now you arelight in the Lord. Walk as children of
light (for thefruit of the Spiritisin all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding
out what isacceptableto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather exposethem. For it is shameful even to speak of those things
which are done by them in secret. But all things that are exposed are made manifest
by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. Therefore He says. ‘ Awake, you
who sleep, Arisefromthedead, And Christwill giveyoulight.”” (Ephesians5:8-14;
NKJIV)

Before you became a Christian, you were a sinner, living in darkness. However, after having
been born again, you becamelight inthe Lord. Therefore, walk asachild of thelight. Such awak
or behavior will yield goodness, righteousness, truth, and all that is acceptabletothe Lord. Walking
asachild of light will leave no room for the unfruitful works of darkness. Y ou wereto have put to
death those works of darkness when you became a Christian. (Cf. Romans 6)

Reason Five: All thosewho aregoingin and out of their dark roomswill beovertaken by
thejudgment day of theLord. Paul wrote in | Thessalonians 5:4-10:

“But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a
thief. You are al sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of

11



darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But let
us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and asa
helmet the hope of salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him.” (I Thessalonians 5:4-10, NKJV)

The judgment day of the Lord will overtake dl who are walking in darkness. If you are a
Christian, then you areto be ason of light and ason of the day. Those who are children of the night
arethose who are walking in darkness, living in sin. AsaChristian, you are to watch and be sober,
beingin control of your life. Y ou areto put on thebreastplate of faith and love. Y our faithand love
will help you to remain faithful when Satan hurls those darts of temptation in your direction.

In addition to faith and love, you are also to put on the hdmet of the hope of sdvation. This
hope of eternal salvation will give you the incentive to say no to temptation, knowing that nothing
isworth jeopardizing your soul’ seternal abode. With faith, love, and the hope of salvation, youwill
lock the door to your dark room of sin and then tear that room down forever. Christ paid agreat
price so that you could live with Him. Do not throw such awonderful gift away by going back into
sin. Prepare yourself for the judgment day of the Lord by protecting yourself with the faith, love,
and hope of salvation.

CONDEMNED
=
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How to Get Out of the Dark Room

Let us say that you have decided to leave your dark room of sin, you are now faced with the
guestion of how to get out of your dark room. How do you escape from that room of darkness? In
order to help you answer this question, | would liketo go back and examinethestory of King David.
Thistime, we will take alook at three steps King David took to leave his dark room of sin. Let us
begin by examining David’ s prayer as recorded in Psalms 51.

Step One: David brokeor humbled hisspirit. Inorder totruly desireto leaveyour dark room
of sin, your spirit and self-will must be broken. The only reason you have adark room of sinis
because you wanted it and you built it. Like David, you must leave your selfishness, breaking your
spirit through the sorrow of your deed, and turn back to the Lord.

David wrote: “ For You do not desire sacrifice, or else | would give it; You do not delight in
burnt offering. The sacrifices of God area broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart—These, O
God, You will not despise.” (vs16-17) David knew what God truly desired. God did not desire the
fleshly sacrifices which could come from an insincere heart. God desired David to sacrificehisown
spirit, hisown sdfishness and hisownwill. Totruly repent and turn from hisdark room, David had
to humble himself before the Lord.

Likewise you must, through godly sorrow, break your spirit and your will, humbling yourself
before the Lord. Regarding godly sorrow, the apostle Paul wrote, “ For godly sorrow produces
repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.”
(Il Corinthians 7:10, NKJV) Undoubtedly, David experienced this godly sorrow. If the knowledge
of your sinsand the understanding of your soul’ seternal jeopardy promptsthistype of sorrow within
you, then you will break your spirit and will, humbling yourself beforethe Lord. Only theLord can
lead you out of your darkness. Only the Lord can forgive you of your sins. Take the first step out
of your dark room by humbling yourself before the Lord and His word.

Step Two: David petitioned God through prayer. Prayer isoneof the greatest opportunities
afforded to man, second onlyto one' ssalvation in Jesus Christ. When aperson becomesaChristian,
arelationship with the Lord is established. One of the many benefits of this relationship is prayer.
Although David was not a Christian (he was under the Law of Moses, the old covenant), he was a
follower of God and lived accordingly. Asaresult of hisrelationship with God, David was able to
talk to God through prayer. Although the book of Psalmsrecords many prayers, the prayer of David
in Psalms 51 shows his true reliance upon God. When a person turnsto God in prayer, he isalso
demonstrating his reliance upon the same God.

13



When David faced hissin and presented a broken spirit to the Lord, he humbly turned to God
in prayer. David began his prayer in Psalms 51 by praying, “Have mercy upon me, O God,
According to Your lovingkindness, According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my
transgressons. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.” (vs 1-2,
NKJV) David understood that in order to be forgiven, the Lord would have to show mercy. David
recognized his complete reliance upon the Lord and prayed accordingly.

Not only did David show hisneed for mercy, heal so confessed hissinin hisprayer. David wrote,
“For | acknow edge mytransgressions, And my sinisalwaysbeforeme. Against You, You only, have
| sinned, And done this evil in Your sight — That You may be found just when You speak, And
blameless when You judge.” (vs 3-4, NKJV) Not only do we learn that David acknowledged his
sins, but we also see that David faced the guilt of hissins. His sins were aways before him. Why
did David confess his sins before the Lord? He confessed his sins because it was the Lord againgt
whom David had sinned.

After confessing his sins through prayer, David took the next step and prayed for the Lord to
cleansehim of hissins. David wrote, “ Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; Wash me, and
| shall be whiter than snow. Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may
rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.” (vs 7-9, NKJV) It was
important to David that he be cleansed of hissins. David’ sguilt was eating him up. He had sinned
againg the Lord. He recognized that no one could help him but the Lord. So, rightfully so, David
turned to the Lord to receive that which only the Lord could give: The forgiveness of sins.

After requesting through prayer to be cleansed, David also prayed that he would be restored to
the relationship he had once shared with the Lord. David wrote, “ Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, And
sinnersshall be convertedto You.” (vs12-13, NKJV) Many Christiansfail to realize that oncethey
possessadark room of sin, they haveleft thefellowship of theLord. (Thiswill beexplained further
in Reasonsto Leave Your Dark Room.) Like David, Christians who have built a dark room of sin
intheir lives, must, after praying for forgiveness, seek to berestored to the fellowship of the Lord.
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If you truly desireto leave your dark room of sin, then

you should pray to God. Confess your sins to the Lord, How to Get Out of the
pray for mercy, pray for forgiveness, and then pray to be Dark Room
restored to a covenant relationship with the Lord. This Consider King David
step of prayer iscrucia to your leaving your dark room of | Step One: Break (Humble)
sin. Your Spirit

Step Two: Petition the Lord in
Step Three: David resumed a life of faithful | Prayer

obedience. Once David saw thefruits of the consequences * Pray for mercy.

of his sins, he pulled himself together and worshiped the » Confessyour sinsto the
Lord. “So David arose from the ground, washed and Lord.

anointed himself, and changed his clothes, and he went » Ask for forgiveness.
into the house of the Lord and worshiped. . .” (I Samuel * Pray that you will be
12:20, NKJV) While David's life would never truly be restored to the Lord.
the same, hereturned to the course of faithfully servingthe | Step Three: Resume a Life of
Lord. Obedience

LikeDavid, tocompleteyour departurefrom your dark
room of sin, you must return to faithful service. Once God
hasforgiven you of your sins, do not return to your dark room of sin. Replacethosevisitsto thedark
room with wholesome and godly activities such as daily Bible reading, going to worship services,
teaching others about Jesus, praying, etc.

Once David faced his sin, he knew to whom he had to turn. David possessed this knowl edge
because he had been taught the word of God, as it was under the law of Moses.

Under theNew Covenant of Jesus Christ, the New Testament, theanswer of deliverancecanonly
be found within Jesus Christ, the son of God. Jesus came to this earth to “ give light to those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death.” He came to guide your “ feet into the way of peace.”
(Luke1:79, NKJV) If you areindarkness (sin), then follow the light of Jesus (Hisword) and you
will find peace, walking only in the Light.

In John 8:12, Jesus said, “1 am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but havethelight of life.” (John 8:12, NKJV) When aperson followsthe light of Jesus,
hewill not get caught up in sin. Thelight of Jesus, through Hisword, will illuminate al that issin
along with the consequences of those sins. The person who isfollowing Jesuswill follow that light
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of life dl the way to heaven. In John 8:46, Jesus goes on to declare that whoever believesin Him
would not abide in darkness. One who bdieves enough in Jesus to follow Himwill do his best to
avoid sin, thereby no longer abiding in darkness.

What can you do to be ddivered from your dark room of sin? If youwill come out of your dark
room and follow Jesus Christ and His teachings, then you will be delivered from the “power of
darkness.” Y ouwill be delivered by redemption through the shedding of Jesus sblood. Theapostle
Paul wrote, “ He has delivered us fromthe power of darkness and conveyed usinto the kingdom of
the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Colossians 1:13-14, NKJV)

How can you cometo know Jesus and the path upon which
He will direct you? As stated earlier, the answer is simple: How to Get Out of the
Study the Bible. Seek theword of God. If youwill consult the Dark Room
word of God and al of itswisdom, then you will beledaway | Lfyou arenota Christian
from darkness. In Proverbs 2:10-11, Solomon wrote, “ When
wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant toyour | ¢ Humble yourself before
soul, Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep the Lord.
you,” (NKJV). (Cf. James 1:5-7) * Believein Jesus.
» Confessyour belief.

Wisdom and knowledge will lead you to that salvation | * BeBaptized into Christ.
which is found by turning to Jesus and His teachings. Jesus
paid the price so that you could be freed from your bondage to
sin. Thisfreedomwill only comeif you humbleyourself tothe
will of theLord. If you arenot aChristian, then your first step
in humbling yourself before the Lord is obedience to Jesus's
call to salvation. Here is what you must do: If you truly
believe that Jesusisthe son of God (John 3:16), then you must repent of your past sins (Acts 2:38),
confessing your belief in Jesus Christ (Romans 10:9,10), and then be baptized into Christ. (Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4) At this point, all of your past sins are washed avay and you will
have been redeemed. Turn away from all manners of sin and you will be able to servethe Lordin
righteousness, thus destroying your dark room of sin.

At this point, all your sins
are washed away and you
will have been redeemed.

If you areaChristian, but you have been going in and out of your dark room of sin, thenyou, too,
must determine to leave, forever, that dark room of sin. In order to accomplish this departure, you
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must be forgiven. Here is what you must do: Humble
yourself before the Lord, petition the Lord in prayer
(praying for mercy, confessing your sins, praying for
forgiveness, praying for restoration), and resume afaithful
life of obedience. If you will do so, then the Lord will
surely forgiveyou. (Cf. I John 1:8 - 2:2)

Staying Out of the Dark Room

The number one element needed in staying out of the
dark room of sinisdetermination. Ultimately, you will do
what youdesiretodo. Althoughyoumay struggle between
that which isright and that which iswrong, if your desire
to do that which iswrongis stronger than your desireto do
that which isright, then you will eventually giveinto sin.
So, you must begin with developing a determination to
leave your dark room of sin.

Once the determination is in place, fuel it with the

How to G&t Out of the

Dark Room
If you are a Christian

Humble yourself before

the Lord.

Petition the Lord in

prayer.

* Pray for mercy.

* Pray, confessing your
sinsto the Lord.

* Pray for forgiveness.

* Pray for restoration.

Resume a life of faithful

obedience.

Determination = “3 a: the
act of deciding definitely
and firmly; also : the result

the power or habit of
deciding definitely and
firmly.” (Merriam-Webster
Dictionary)

of such an act of decision b :

knowl edge and wisdom to which wereferred earlier. According to
the writings of Solomon, knowledge and wisdom are beneficial to
the person who is striving to live a godly life. To receive the
benefits, you must first put wisdom into your heart and then,
secondly, allow knowledge to be pleasant to your soul. Once this
isthe condition of your attitude towards the word of God, then you
will study your Bible on adaily basis and make application of what
it teaches.

What benefits will be reaped by placing wisdom within your heart and making knowledge
pleasant to your soul? Consider the following list of benefits as described by Solomon in Proverbs

2:10-20.

Wisdom and knowledge will deliver you from “theway of evil.” (vs 12) Too often, a person
will find himself on aparticular path before redizing what type of path he has chosen. At first, the
deeds associated with the path seem innocent and harmless. However, this wayward person finds
that the farther he walks, the more treacherous the path becomes. Before he knowsit, heissloshing
through mud puddles, tripping over stones, and battling thorn bushes. By thetimeitistoo late, the
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path hasled this fooli sh personto apack of wild dogs standing ready to consume him. Wisdom and
knowl edge would have kept this poor soul from such adeadly path. With wisdom and knowledge,
he would have seen the signs and the ultimate end of this path and would have avoided it all
together.

EXAMPLE: Joseph avoided the “the way of evil.”  When Joseph was working in
Potiphar’ shousehold, Potiphar’ swife made sexual advancestowardsyoung Joseph. Joseph
had to choose either pleasure with Potiphar’ swife or pleasure in the sight of God. Instead
of creating adark room of sin for himself, Joseph fled from the presence of Potipha’ swife.
Whilethisaction resulted in afa se accusation and time spent injail, Joseph was ultimately
blessed by God. (Genesis 39:1-23)

Wisdom and knowledgewill deliver you fr om “ theman who speaksperversethings.” (vs12)
Many peopleareeasily lured into asale by asmooth-talking salesman. Thistypeof salesman knows
exactly what to say to gain the attention and confidence of the gullible buyer. He paintsa picture of
the product in alight that makesthe product irresistible. Although the buyer knows hereally cannot
afford the item, he feelscompelled by the sales pitch to make the purchase. Then, once he hasthe
item at home and the creditors begin to demand payment, he soon realizes that what he purchased
was not worth the pricehewill pay. Many people arelured into sin by aperverse speaker. Hepaints
apicture of the sinful deed as something great and glorious. However, the gullible listener soon
finds himself realizing that the deed was not worth the price. Wisdom and knowledge will help you
to discern and detect the lies and perverse speaking of those who would entice you to sin. Wisdom
and knowledgewill remove your gullibility to those who would sell you sin for the cost of your soul.

EXAMPLE: When King Jeroboamturned the northern nation of Israel toidolatry, God sent
ayoung prophet to speak out and to prophecy against King Jeroboam. God had instructed
the young prophet not to eat or drink anything while on the assignment and to return by
home by a different route. When the young prophet was leaving to return home, an old
prophet told the young prophet that the Lord had sent a message for the young prophet to
eat withthe old prophet. Whilethismessagewas obviously fal se, the young prophet did not
exercise his wisdom and knowledge. Had he done so, the young prophet would not have
heeded “ the man who speaks perverse things’ and hewould not have died on hisfinal trip
home. (I Kings 13)

Wisdom and knowledge will deliver you from “those who leave the paths of uprightnessto
walk in theways of darkness.” (vs 13) There aretwo pathsthrough life. Y ou must make a choice
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as to which path you will follow. One path is the path of uprightness. All the deeds and choices
associated with this path are right and will lead you to heaven. In stark contrast, the second path is
the way of darkness. The deeds of this path are sinful, selfish, and hurtful to one’s soul. This path
will lead you to the very depths of hell. Wisdom and knowledge will help you to recognize and
choosethe path of uprightness. Theroad signswill be dear to those who possess and exercisetheir
wisdom and knowledge.

EXAMPLE: A great example of onewho left the* paths of uprightnesstowalk in theways
of darkness’ is King Solomon. During the first part of King Solomon’s life, he faithfully
served the Lord. Solomon knew to turn to God for wisdom in governing God’ s people. (I
Kings 3:4-14) However, later in hislife, Solomon allowed himself to be influenced by his
many foreign wives. The influence was so great that Solomon’s heart left the Lord and
clung to hiswives. Thisresulted in Solomon allowing idol worship to beinstituted within
the nation of Israel. (I Kings 11:1-13) Had Solomon, to whom God had given much
wisdom, simply used that wisdom and knowledge, he would not have left “ the paths of
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness.”

Wisdom and knowledge will deliver you from those who “rejoicein doing evil, And delight
in the perversity of thewicked.” (vs 14) Just because aperson ishaving agood time does not mean
that you should join the party. Upon closer inspection, you will find that they areregjoicingin having
donethat whichisevil. These®party animals’ are happy becauseof those thingswhich areperverse
and contrary to God. Wisdom and knowledgewill teach you to avoid those who find pleasurein sin.
(Cf. Romans 1:19-32)

EXAMPLE: During thelife of Abraham, his nephew Lot took up residence in the wicked
city of Sodom. The men of Sodom were not ashamed of their wickedness. Their open
attempt to molest Lot’ s visitors and the emotions surrounding their activities revealed that
they apparently rejoiced in doing evil and delighted in the “ perversity of the wicked.”
Thankfully, Lot used hiswisdom and knowledge (along with some strong encouragement
from his visitors) to decide to take his family and leave Sodom. Had Lot and his family
remained, they would have perished with all those who “ rejoice in doing evil, And delight
in the perversity of the wicked.” (Genesis 18-19)

Wisdom and knowledge will deliver you from thosewhose “ ways are crooked, And who are
deviousin their paths.” (vs15) The Hebrew word trand ated as crooked means twisted or distorted.
Thereare unscrupul ous people intheworld who, using devious methods, would twist astory to gain
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your confidence. They offer adistorted view of something to get your attention. There have been
many gullible people taken advantage of in financial matters by devious peopl e because they could
not recognize acrooked path. They, being deceived, offer up thousands of dollars for phony stocks
or bonds, only to find they had been duped. In the same manner, many people have offered up thar
soulsto twisted or distorted tales of sin without consequences. Wisdom and knowledge would have
prevented such tragic | osses.

EXAMPLE: WhenKingAhabdecided to retakeRamothin Gilead, he consulted about 400
of hisprophets. Hisprophetstold him,“ Go up, for the Lord will deliver it into thehand of
theking.” Although the prophet Micaiah warned Ahab that his prophets were lying to him
and that he would die, Ahab chose to listen to the 400 prophets. The story of Ahab ended
with an arrow, shot at aventure, finding its way to a vulnerable portion of Ahab’'s armor.
Had Ahab listened to thewords of Micaiah, to thewisdom and knowledge of the Lord, then
he would have rejected the crooked ways of his prophets and their devious paths. (I Kings
22:1-40)

Wisdom and knowledgewill deliver you from “the immoral woman, From the seductress
who flatterswith her words.” (vs16-19) Sexual immorality can be an aluring scent tothe gullible
and morally blinded person. Inour society, thereare plenty of sexual enticements bent upon turning
the gullible man or woman into afloundering fool. Some people are so worldly in thought and
desiresthat they can beallured and seduced by just about anything or anyone. The enticement may
be the call of sexual pleasure, the expected building of one’s self-esteem, the thought of revenge,
jealousy, selfishness, etc. Wisdom and knowledge will open the eyes of the gullible person to the
simple fact that sexual activity outside of marriage is dangerous, sinful, corrupting, and defiling,
placing one in the very path of God's mighty judgment. (Cf. Hebrews 13:4)

EXAMPLE: After the death of his wife, Judah went to Timnah. When Tamar, Judah's
daughter-in-law, learned that Judah was going to the city of Timnah, shewent and put on
the apparel of a harlot, which included a veil, and sat in a spot on the way to Timnah. As
Judah approached the veiled Tamar, being tricked by her apparel and not knowing who she
was, he asked if he could have sexud relations with her. After agreeing upon the price,
Judah and the veiled Tamar engagedin sexual activities. Asaresult, Tamar conceived and
Judah was ultimately forced to provide for Tamar and her sons. Had Judah exercised
wisdom and knowledge, he would not have been tricked by the immoral woman, the
seductresswho flatterswith her words and apparel. Hewould not have had sexual relations
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Wisdom and knowledge will enable you to “walk in the way of goodness, And keep to the
pathsof righteousness.” (vsZ20) In the aforementioned benefits, acommon thread isseen. Had the
persons heeded the wisdom and knowledge that came from God, they would not have been lured
from the path of righteousness. Asin the case of Joseph, they would have made theright choices.
Asin all the examples, aperson does not sin unless he seps onto the path of sin. While this path
can be deceiving, it isrevealed by wisdom and knowledge of God’ sword. By studying God' sword
and applying Hisword, you will recognize the difference between the way of goodness and the way
of evil. Hebrews5:14 reads, “ But solid food bel ongsto those who are of full age, that is, those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (NKJV) When you
study the word of God daily, you will understand why and how you should walk in the way of
goodness and keep your life on the pathway of righteousness.

Staying out of the dark room of sin requires you to maintain the desire to keep yourself clean.
The benefits seen in Proverbs 2:10-20 will only work to keep you clean if you desire to stay
spiritually clean. This can be accomplished by putting on the armor of light. Consider the words
of the apostle Paul in Romans 13:11-14 when he wrote:

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for
now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the
day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness,
not inlewdnessand lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill itslusts.” (Romans 13:11-14, NKJV)

Paul gave specific examples of what are considered to be the works of darkness. Paul lists
revelry and drunkenness, lewdness and lust, and strife and envy asworks of darkness. He continues
by saying the solution to overcoming these works of darknessisto put on the Lord Jesus Christ and
to make no provisions for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts. In other words, you put on Jesus through
obedience to the Gospel’s call (cf. Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3-4) and then, and this is just as
important as the first part, you make no provisions or plans to fulfill the lusts of the flesh. Any
willful sin takes planning and opportunity. To stay out of your dark room of sin, you must make NO
provisionsto fulfill the lusts of the flesh.
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TR After having put on Jesus and His teachings, if you will allow Him

“ to direct your stepsthrough Hisword, and make no provisi onsto engage
in sin, then you can remain free of your dark room of sin, having
destroyed that room forever.

T

Conclusion

Do you possessadark room of sin? Do you serve God whilein the presence of other Christians,
yet walk into your dark room of sin when no oneislooking? If thisisyour situation, then you have
put your soul in eternal jeopardy. God knows when you go into your dark room of sin. Heed the
words of God when hesaid, “ . . . you have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin will find
you out.” (Numbers 32:23, NKJV) Come out of your dark room of sin, never to return. Ask God
to forgive you so that you can return to fellowship with Jesus Christ.

If you have never obeyed the Gospel’ s call to salvation, then make the decision to do so today.
Jesus defined the gospel as, “ He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believewill be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16) If you will do so, then your sinswill beforgiven and
youwill be saved, just as Peter so taught, “ Repent, and let every one of you be baptized inthe name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the
promiseisto you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, asmany asthe Lord our God will
call.” (Acts2:38-39, NKJV) Thisgift promised by the Holy Spiritissdvation. (Cf. Acts2:21) This
salvation can be yours if you will come out of your dark room of sin and follow the Lord.
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What Must | Do to be Saved?

. Confess Your .
First Step Change of Heart Belief Baptism The End Result
Believe .
Receive Ever-
lasting Life
John 3:16
John 3:16
Repent of your sins. Shall Not Perish
Luke 13:3 Luke 13:3
Baptism . i
Baptize into Christ,
put on Christ
Gal. 3:27
Gal. 3:27
Believe . .
Confess on€'s belief Righteous and
Salvation
Romans 10:9-10 Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:9-10
. Baptism o .
Repent of Sins Remission of Sins
Acts 2:38 Acts 2:38
- Acts 2:38 -
Believe Baptism
Shall Be Saved
Mark 16:16
Mark 16:16 Mark 16:16
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