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Our Life Together
A Call To Fellowship

INTRODUCTION

1. InAc 2:42, we have this account of the early church:

“ And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

2. Today, many churches place great importance to being true to the Word of God, observing the
Lord' s Supper, and being fervent in prayer

3. Thesethings are certanly important, but what of “felowship”?
a. Do we properly understand this facet of the Lord's church?
b. Arewe practicing it in away consgstent with the example of the early church?

4. Beginning with thislesson...
a. | want to examine the subject of “felowship” in the light of the Scriptures
b. With the objective in mind of ensuring a proper understanding and gpplication of this Biblical
subject
[Let'sart by firgt noticing...]

|. THE PROBLEM OF SELF-CENTEREDNESS

A. ASOFTEN MANIFESTED IN A LOCAL CONGREGATION...
1. What if an observer came to make a careful andyss of the churchi slifein reference to
fdlowship?
a.  Someone who was a specidist in studying how groups work together
b. Who intended to compare us with other groups that have some sort of interaction
among its members (like civic clubs, garden clubs, €tc.)
c.  Who would examine such thingslike:
1) How we relate to one another when we assemble for worship
2) How we interact with each other away from our assemblies
3) Our group loydties
4) Our willingness to support each other in time of need
5) Theamount of time we spend in the company of othersin the church
d. l.e, seeking to learn how well those who sit by each other during the assembly Sunday
after Sunday redly know each other
--  What would we expect him to discover?
2. Severd years ago, some churches alowed themselves to be andyzed in thisway; hereis
what was discovered:
a. Thegreat mgority of members knew avery smdl percentage of the people
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Those who gathered for worship were mostly an anonymous group of worshippers
They were not a genuine community of souls prepared to bear one another's burdens
They expressed little interest in becoming more involved in each other's lives
|.e., they came to worship only for the sake of their own spiritud life and persona
svation!
-- Itwassad, “Many go to church asthey would go to the movie theater”
3. Thebottom linewasthis:
a. The churches that were analyzed conssted of members who were “ self-center ed”
b. Therefore very little fellowship of any sort was taking place!

®PoooT

[Please do not jump to conclusons. | am not suggesting that the same condition exists here. For
the mogt part, | think it doesnot. But as we grow in number, the potentid isthere for losing the
kind of fellowship we should experience. The purpose of this sudy isto ward off the kind of
“sdlf-centeredness’ which can destroy the spiritud fellowship God would have us experiencein the
church.]

B. SOME REASONSFOR " SELF-CENTEREDNESS' IN CHURCHES...
1. Mos of uslived through the“ M e Decade”
a. The 1970, viewed as being distinguished by sdlf-centered attitudes and sdf-indulgent
behavior
b. A timeinwhich therewas...
1) A rapidriseof crime againg others - rape, theft, assault, murder
2) Anincreased use of drugs and acohol asaway of escape
3) A turn to philosophies and rdigions which involve preoccupation with sdf:
a) “Looking Out For #1”
b) Transcendenta Meditation (TM) and Y oga
4) An emphass on consumerisam and maeridigtic gan
c. A decadefollowed by the “ Greed Decade” (the 1980's)
-- Such culturd trends have produced many sdlf-centered peoplé!
2. Welivein ahighly mobile society
a. New familiesmovein, and others move away
b. Many live great distances from the place of worship and from each other
c. Thesefactsdo not prevent us from having proper felowship, they just make it eeser to
become isolated from the fellowship unintentionaly
3. Technology designed to bring us closer together, can easily move us gpart
a. Phones emall, etc., greatly increase our ability to communicate
b. But we can become stretched out so thin through such technology that we do not
develop any meaningful relationships
4. A falureto gppreciate the Biblicd teaching about “ Our Life Together”

[Itisthislast point that | want to expand upon in this lesson. While societa trends may be nourishing the
spirit of self-centeredness, | believe God has designed the church to point usin a different direction...]

II. THE CHURCH: A FELLOWSHIP FREE FROM SEL F-CENTEREDNESS

A. THISTRUTH “EMPHASIZED” IN THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE...
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We are to be hospitable to one another - 1 Pe 4:9
We areto have acare for one another - 1 Co 12:26
We are to pray for one another - Ja 5:16

We are to restore one another - Ja 5:19-20

We are to teach and admonish one another - Co 3:16
We are to serve one another in love - Ga 5:13

oSk wdNPE

B. THISTRUTH “EXEMPLIFIED” IN THE EARLY CHURCH...
1. By thechurchin Jerusdem - Ac 2:42-46
2. By thechurchin Antioch - Ac 11:27-30
3. By the churchesin Macedonia- 2 Co 8:1-5
4. By thechurchesin Achaa- Ro 15:26

C. SUCH FELLOWSHIP ISA NATURAL CONSEQUENCE OF THE TEACHING OF
CHRIST...
1. Thekingdom conssts of those who love both God and their brethren - Mk 12:28-34
2. Thusthe fdlowship we are to enjoy in the church isboth “ vertical” and “horizontal”
a. With God...
1) Weenjoy a“verticd” rdationship - cf. 2 Co 5:20
2) An overemphasis on this agpect can cause insengitivity to the needs of others
b. Withfdlow Chridians..
1) Weenjoy a"horizontd" rdationship - cf. Ep 2:14-16
2) Of course, an undue emphasis on this aspect may cause one to neglect God

CONCLUSION

1. Lessonsto follow will define further...
a. Thefdlowship that isto be enjoyed by those in the church
b. The soiritud activities designed to nurture fellowship in the body of Christ
c. Elements necessary to preserve our fellowship
d. Biblicd limitations on the extent of our fdlowship

2. Butinthislesson | have sought to Stress...
a. Theimportance of felowship in theloca church
b. Thedanger of dlowing “sdf-centeredness’ to disrupt our felowship

3. For now, here are some practica suggestions that will enhance our ability to provide the proper
flowship:
a Leanthenamesof every member (make use of the church directory!)
b. Take notice of the cares and the joys of fellow Chrigtians (listen to the announcements!)
c. Pray for those with specid needs, mentioning them by namein your private prayers
d. Allow yoursdf to have...
1) An*approachable personality” (where people fed comfortablein your presence)
2) A*“transparent lifestyle” (whereyou are not afraid to let others know the “red you”)
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Our Life Together
An Intimate Household

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previouslesson, we...
a. Brought up the question as to whether churches today are engaged in the type of fellowship
practiced by churchesinthe NT
Asked questions as to whether churches today:
1) Arecommunities of believers expressng a sense of concern for one another
2) Orif they are smply groups of "anonymous' worshippers
Considered:
1) Factorsin our society which tempt us to be self-centered
2) How an attitude of self-centerednessisforeign to the very basics of Chrigt's teachings

b.

2. Inthislesson, | wish to examine more carefully...

a. Theteaching of Chrigt concerning the nature of the church He said He would build

b. And how Histeaching ought to shape the type of fellowship He wanted the members of His
church to experience

[Aswe begin, let's consder some contrasting views of the church...]

|. DIFFERENT VIEWSOF THE CHURCH

A.

HOW MODERN MAN TENDSTO VIEW THE CHURCH...

1.
2.
3.

Asan “ingitution” , asan “ organization”

Terms which are analogies of some business or corporation

Thus we find terms frequently used like:

a. “Asociae Minister”

b. *Superintendent Of Education”

c. “Director Of Music’

While the church was divindly instituted by God, and does have some or ganization,
it seems many have molded the local church into a businessike structure

JESUSVIEWED THE CHURCH DIFFERENTLY ...

1.

2.

Heviewed it asa“family” who would be doing the will of His Father in heaven - Mt 12:
46-50; cf. 7:21
Indeed, both Jesus and His apostles often used the “family” motif in speeking of the church
a. Jesuswould speak of ...

1) God asHis Father - Jn 2:16

2) Hisfollowersasfamily relatives

3) And teach His disciplesto address God as our “Father” - Mt 6:9
b. The apostles referred to the church...

1) Asa“brotherhood’ - 1 Pe 2:17
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2) Asthe“house (family) of God” -1 Ti 3:15; 2 Co 6:17-18

[And so the church Jesus established was to be “ An Intimate Household” , dlowing a closeness not
usudly found in “organizations’ or “inditutions.”

In fact, every aspect of the life of God's people is to manifest the closeness of family intimacy...]

II. HOW FAMILY INTIMACY ISTO PERMEATE CHURCH LIFE

A. INOUR “RELATIONSHIP” WITH EACH OTHER...
1. Weaeto belikelittle children-Mt 18:1-4
2. Not griving for dominance over each other
a.  But with humility, showing submissveness
b. And with dependence upon one another

B. INOUR “CONCERN” FOR EACH OTHER...
1. Concerned with protecting the members of our family from harm (esp. spiritud harm) - M t
18:5-7
2. Asconcerned with the one who gtrays, as we are with the one who continuesin the
fdlowship - Mt 18:10-14

C. INOUR “DISCIPLINE” OF ONE ANOTHER...

1. Weareto remember that we are “brethren”

a. Follow aprocedure thet utilizes to the full advantage our relationship as afamily - cf.
Mt 18:15-17

b. Treat the one disciplined asabrother -2 Th 3:6-15

2. |If the brother in error is not respongve...
a. Weareto take advantage of the family relationship which we have enjoyed
b. By depriving the erring brother of it!

3. Indeed, thefailure of much discipline is due to the lack of proper fellowship to begin with!

D. IN“FORGIVING” EACH OTHER...
1. Redizing the vdue of thisintimate, family rdaionship...
a. Forgivenessisto be automatic upon repentance - Mt 18:21-22
b. Wearenot to keep atdly of our offenses, for such would hinder our relationship as
family
2. Weaeto keepinmind...
a. How our Father has forgiven us
b. That our forgiveness by God is contingent on our forgiveness of our brethren! - cf. Mt
18:23-35

E. IN“SERVICE” TO ONE ANOTHER...
1. Our “older brother” cameto serve - Mt 20:25-28
2. Sowe areto serve one another aswe would in our physica family (as the saying goes, “He
ain’t heavy, hesmy brother!”) - cf. Ro 15:1-3
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[All these things are emphasizing an important spiritud truth: The church isto be such afdlowship of
believersthat it can berightly consdered as.

1) A home away from home!

2) A homewhichisour true home!
Allow meto expand upon thislast thought...]

I1.THE CHURCH: OUR TRUE HOME

A. THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP CAN BE GREAT...

1.
2.

For some, it may even mean forssking ther earthly family
Cf. Mt 10:34-39

B. CHRIST INTENDSFOR HISCHURCH TO MAKE UP FOR ANY COST...
1. Whether it be:

2.

a. Theco of putting Chrigt before family
b. Thecog of leaving family to serve Chrigt (eg., going to missonary fields)
Chrigt has promised a hundred fold in replacement - cf. Mk 10:28-30

C. THE CHURCH CAN BE AHOME (FAMILY) FOR ALL...

1.
2.

3.

Especidly for those away from home (e.g., college students)

Especialy for those who never had afamily at dl, or an incomplete one (e.g., orphans, or
those with single parents)

Especidly for those from a“ dysfunctiond” family (e.g., those abused, neglected)

[But for the church to be the home Chrigt intended, the family “members’ must do their part. And for
some that might mean making some changes...]

IV.BUILDING FAMILY INTIMACY IN THE CHURCH

A. WE MAY NEED TO SPEND MORE TIME WITH EACH OTHER...

1.

2.
3.

For some, it may mean being more faithful about attending the services (“medtimes’) of the
church

For others, it may mean widening our circle of fellowship to include others

For dl of us, it means...

a. Bengless sdf-centered!

b. Being more willing to become involved with the concerns of otherd

B. WE MAY NEED TO BECOME MORE INVOLVED IN THE WORK OF THE
“CHURCH FAMILY”...

1.
2.

For our task is not just to create some sort of “socia club”

But a“family of believers’ who are active in doing the will of their Father in heaven,
including...

a Saving souls

b. Redoring the erring

c. Edifying the saved

-- Indeed, reconciling dl with the Father and His family!
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3. Sowe need to provide the gppropriate service, which in turn builds intimecy:
a. Preaching and teaching
b. Exhorting and restoring
c. Minigering to the needs of the family, both spiritua and physica

CONCLUSION

1. What are we doing to see that the church isfulfilling its design to be “ An I ntimate Household” ?

2. If wearedoing nothing, or if we are depriving others from trying to become close to us...
a. Weare depriving ourselves of one of the greatest blessngs found in Chrigt!
b. Wearedso giving the impression that we may be false disciples of Christ! - cf. Jn 13:35

Brethren, let'sdl work harder at being the kind of family God would have usto be! If becoming achild
of God is your need today, consider what Paul wrote about how we become sons of God - cf. Ga
3:26-27...
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Our Life Together
No Life Outside The Body

INTRODUCTION

1. Sofarinthisstudy on “Our Life Together” ...
a. We have seen that fdlowship in the church is both:
1) A“vertical” reationship with God
2) A *horizontal” rdaionship with fdlow Chridians
b. Wedso noticed that the felowship in Chrigt's church:
1) Wasto be smilar to the intimacy found in afamily
2) For the church isindeed the “family of God”

2. Inthislesson, we shdl congder how the church initsfellowship islike a“ body” ...
a. With Chrig asits head
b. And its members dependent upon the head and each other
...tha it can betruly said thereis“ No Life Outside The Body”!

[We begin by noticing some things aboi...]

|. THE CHURCH ASTHE “BODY OF CHRIST”

A. THAT THE CHURCH ISTHE BODY OF CHRIST...
1. Isevident from Paul's satement to the Colossans- Co 1:18
2. |sdated very dearly in Ep 1:22-23

B. ASTHE BODY OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH...
1. Is“saved” by Christ - Ep 5:23
a. Hesavedit out of love, and by giving Himsdf for it - Ep 5:25
b. Hedid so that He might make it a"glorious' church - Ep 5:26-27
1) By sanctifying and deanang it
2) Soit might be holy and without blemish
2. Is*nourished” and“cherished” by Christ - Ep 5:29
a. Even ashusbands do for the wivesthey love
b. Thissuggeststhat the work of Christ in behdf of His church goes beyond just dying on
the cross, but continues on in some way

[Themain point | am leading to isthis Outside the church, the body of Christ, thereisno life!
+ Thereisno savation outsde the body, the church! - Ep 5:23
+  Thereisno spiritud nourishment outside the body, the church! - Ep 5:29

We know how He provides “ salvation” to those in His church (through His blood), but how does He

Our Life Together 10



Mark A. Copeland

provide“life” (i.e, nourishment, strength) to those in the body?|

II. HOW CHRIST PROVIDESLIFETO THOSE IN THE BODY

A. DIRECTLY, FROM THE HEAD TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY ...

1.
2.
3.

As He suggested by the figure of the vine and branches - cf. Jn 15:5

Asillugrated in the statement of Paul - Ph 4:13

So the direct and individud relaionship we have with Chrigt is one avenue of the “life” (i.e,
nourishment, srength)

B. INDIRECTLY, BY THE PROPER WORKING OF EACH MEMBER...

1.
2.

3.

Each member has been given some ability by the grace of God - cf. Ro 12:4-8

We are expected to “minister it to one another”, i.e,, useit to the benefit of others - cf. 1 Pe
4:9

When each member is doing its part, the body is capable of building itsdf up inlove - Ep 4:
15-16

C. THUSWE RECEIVE “LIFE” (STRENGTH) FROM TWO SOURCES...

1.
2.

3.

Directly from Chrig (through our individua association with Him)

Indirectly from Chrigt (through our association or fellowship with the members of His body,

the church)

Anexample:

a. We canreceve “comfort” directly from God in Chrig - 2 Co 1:3-4a,5 (e.g., through
prayer - Ph 4:6-7)

b. Yet we passthis“comfort” dong to others-2 Co 1:4b

c. For that is how God often provides "comfort” to usindirectly - cf. 2 Co 7:6-7

[Aswe understand how Christ imparts “life” to the body, we can more fully appreciate...]

[1I.THE IMPORTANCE OF EVERY MEMBER OF THE BODY

A. EVERY MEMBER ISNEEDED FOR THE BODY TO FUNCTION WELL...

1.
2.

No one can say they are not important - cf. 1 Co 12:14-19
No one can say others are not needed - cf. 1 Co 12:20-25

B. SO “INTERDEPENDENT” ARE THE MEMBERS, THAT WHAT AFFECTS ONE
AFFECTSALL..!

1.
2.

3.

AsPaul taught in 1 Co 12:26-27

So when a member begins to reason within himself...

a. “l am not needed”

b. “I won't be missed”

c. “Therésnothing that | can do that isimportant”

...and by such reasoning remains an inactive member, the whole body sufferd

In such cases, the body (church) becomes * handicapped!”

a. Thechurchisnot working a itsfull potentia

b. Becausethereisnot what Paul described as “the effective working by which every part
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doesit'sshare” - Ep 4:16
4. And when the body (church) is*handicapped”...
a. Chrig isunableto provide the full extent of His life and nourishment!
b. For aswe have seen, the body (church) is one means by which He does so
c. Theendresult isthat “growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love’ does not
occur!

CONCLUSION

1. When we understand that the church is the “body of Christ” and functions like a body which needs
the working of every member...
a. We seethe need for becoming more involved
b. We seethe need for doing what we can to improve the fellowship amnong those who make up

the body

2. From anegative perspective, we might ask “How long will Christ endure memberswho do not
perform their function?’
a. Not long, from what Jesus taught His disciplesin Jn 15:2,6
b. Understandably so, for amember of the body that does not function is often better removed lest
it become a hindrance to the working of other memberd!
c. Andsgnce Chrigt isdways adding “new” members to His body...
1) (Heisadding daily those who are being saved - Ac 2:47)
2) He can dways replace nonfunctioning members with those willing to servel
a) Cf. Mordecai'swordsto Esther - Est 4:14
b) Just as Judas Iscariot was replaced by Matthias - Ac 1:15-26

3. From amore postive perspective, let me ask...
a. “Why deprive our selves of nourishment Chrigt provides through the members of His body?”
-- For that iswhat we are doing when we don't have much fdlowship with others in the body!
b. “Why deprive others of nourishment Christ provides through the members of His body?’
-- For that iswhat we are doing when we fail to add what we can do to the fellowship of the

body!

Let'sdl work at being more productive members of the body of Chrigt, so that we may al benefit by
the mutud strength and edification we have in Chridt!

“ As each one hasreceived a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewar ds of
the manifold grace of God.”

“1f anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let
him do it aswith the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.”

(1 Pe4:10-11)
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Our Life Together
An Accepting Fellowship

1. Our study 0 far has focused on important concepts related to the nature of our fellowship in

Christ...

a. Itispatterned after that found in afamily (“ An Intimate Household”)
b. Wearetruly interdependent upon one another (“No Life Outside The Body”)

2. Anacther important concept in developing the type of fellowship that should exigt in the church of our
Lord isthat of “acceptance’...
a. Itiseasy for there to be acceptance in afamily because of the physicd ties
b. Itisasoeasy insocid organizations that are based upon things the members have in common
-- Inthechurch, it not always easy; for you have people with various backgrounds,
lifestyles, and interests

3. How can athriving fdlowship exist in the midst of such differences?

[The answer liesin understanding and applying the concept of * acceptance” in the family of God. To
gppreciate the challenge facing the church, consder...]

|. THE NATURE OF OUR DIFFERENCES

A. THE DIFFERENCESIN A CHURCH CAN BE MANY. ...

1.

NoahswWN

Differencesin “
Differencesin “
Differencesin

Differencesin

Differencesin
Differencesin “

Differencesin

race’ (white, orienta, African-American)

nationdities’ (American, Canadian, Mexican, €tc.)
politica ideologies’ (conservative, liberd, libertarian, etc.)
“economic datus’ (poor, wedthy)

lifestyles’ (Smple, extravagant, etc.)

secular interests’ (sports, computing, hobbies)

“goiritud meturity” (week in fath, grong in faith)

B. ALL THESE DIFFERENCES POSSESSPOTENTIAL FOR DISRUPTION...
Prgjudice or bigotry in any one area can destroy the unity (and fellowship) in aloca

1.

2.

congregation

Even on amore innocent levd, “cdliques’ can develop among those who have thingsin

common

How can we be one and enjoy fellowship with so many differences?

[The answer liesin understanding...]

. GOD'SATTITUDE TOWARD “ACCEPTANCE"

Our Life Together
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A. GOD ISNOT ONE TO SHOW PARTIALITY...
1. Hereveded Himsdf to Isradl as One who shows no partidity - Deu 10:17
2. Paul wrote of God'simpartid judgment to come - Ro 2:9-11
3. Peter dso wrote of God's impartidity - 1 Pe 1:17

B. GODISWILLING TO ACCEPT ALL...
1. Thiswasthe purpose of the vison shown to Peter, and the Spirit faling upon the Gentiles
- cf. Ac 10:34-35
2. AsPeter related later at the Jerusalem conference, God makes no distinction - Ac 15:7-9
3. Inhislast epistle, Peter wrote that the Lord desires al to come to repentance - 2 Pe 3:9

C. GOD WANTSUSTO BE ONE, AND ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER...
1. Even asChrist hasreceived us, so we are to receive one another - Ro 15:7
2. PRutting on Chrigt in baptism, our differences lose their significance as we contemplate our
oneness made possible in Him - cf. Ga 3:27-28

[When we understand that God is no respecter of persons, and that we are to receive one another just
as He has received us, we are in a better position to have “ An Accepting Fellowship” .

Here are few more thoughts along the lines of ...]

[11.APPLYING THE CONCEPT OF “ACCEPTANCE”

A. DO NOT PRACTICE “PARTIALITY"...
1. By showing favoritism towards some, and prgjudice towards others-Ja 2:1
2. Asanexample, consder Ja 2:2-9

a

b.

Where we are told to accept the poor aswell astherich
This principle can be applied in many other areas where there are differences

3. Wemus dso beware of “reverse partidity” (e.g., where the poor despise the rich, out of
envy)

B. PUT ON THE “NEW MAN” THROUGH SPIRITUAL RENEWAL...
1. Whatever our differences, we are dl to become like Chrigt - Co 3:9-10
2. Aswedo 0, our differences lose sgnificance - Co 3:11
3. For aswe develop Chrigt-like character, the potentid for partidity lessens- Co 3:12-15

a

@0 oo0coC

Wewill have aheart of compasson, not ice
We will be kind, not cruel

We will be humble, not proud

We will be gentle, not harsh

We will patient, not intolerant

We will beforgiving, not judgmentd

We will be loving, not bigoted

C. THOUGH DIFFERENCESLOSE THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, THISDOESNOT
MEAN DIFFERENCESCEASE TO EXIST...
1. AJewisdill aJew, and aGanttileis sill a Gentile

Our Life Together
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2. Thepoor are ill poor, and therich are ill rich
3. Divine guiddines governing some differences must il be respected
a. Thesarvant mug dill honor his responghbilitiesasadave - cf. Co 3:22-25
b. The differencesin respongbilities between mae and female must sill honored - cf. Co
3:18; 1 Ti 2211-12; 1 Co 14:34-38
c. Jug asdl membersareto submit to the“elders’ - cf. 1 Ti 3:1-7; He 13:17

CONCLUSION

1. Aswegrow in Chrig, putting on the “new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the
imege of Him who created him”, we are more likdly to fulfill the admonition of Paul:

“Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of
God.” (Ro 15:7)

2. Only aswe accept one another without partidity can we hope to attain to the leve of felowship the
Lord intended for His people to enjoy in the family of God

Areyou contributing to “ An Accepting Fellowship” ? Are you willing to accept others, even as
God has accepted you?
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Our Life Together
Freedom In Our Fellowship

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen that the Lord intends for us to enjoy afellowship together in the church of Christ
which has..
a. Theintimacy of afamily
b. Theinterdependence of abody
c. Anacceptance of one another despite differencesin many things

2. That fdlowship may truly flourish in aloca congregation, it isimportant to understand certain
concepts that can have a bearing on felowship...
a. The proper use of our freedom in Christ is one such concept
b. Falureto understand the nature and proper application of liberty has ruptured the fellowship of
many churches

3. Inthislesson, we shdl examine the nature of our freedom in Chrigt and how it affects our fellowship
with one another

[Let' sbegin by defining.. ]

|. THE NATURE OF OUR FREEDOM IN CHRIST

A. WE ENJOY “FREEDOM” IN CHRIST...
1. Jesusoffered freedom to His disciples - Jn 8:31-32,36
2. Paul taught that Christ has made us free, and we should be careful to stand fast in this
liberty - Ga 5:1
3. Jamesrefersto the “ perfect law of liberty” - Ja 1:25

B. THE NATURE OF THISFREEDOM...

1. Doesthis mean we are totaly free from any sort of obligation?
a. That we arefreeto “do our own thing’?
b. That we have no responghilitiesto anyone?
c. That we are free from having to be concerned about others?
--  Of course not!

2. We should be careful to understand the context of freedom in Christ
a. Jesuswas promising freedom from sin - Jn 8:34-36
b. Paul had reference to freedom from rudimentary eements of the Old Law - Ga 4:3-5,

8-11
c. The“perfect law of liberty” isablessng only to those who are * doers of the word’
-Jal:21-25

3. Thetruth of the matter istha we have been st “freg” in order that we might “serve’!
a.  Set freefrom the davery of an, that we might be servants of righteousness - Ro 6:
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17-18; cf. 6:12-16
b. Weare now freeto “serve one another” through love - Ga 5:13

[As Paul revedsin Ga 5:13-15, thereisavery rea danger of abusing our liberty to provide an
opportunity for the flesh. Chrigt died to give usfreedom “from” dn, not to give usfreedom “to” an!

Freed from sn, we need to be careful how we use this freedom, especidly in our fellowship with one

another.. ]

II. HOW THISFREEDOM RELATESTO FELLOWSHIP

A. THE CHURCH AT CORINTH: A CASE IN POINT...

1.

The dtudtion:

a. Brethren were claming to have true knowledge about eating meet sacrificed to idols
-1Co08:1-6

b. By their example and influence, they were encouraging others to violate their conscience
-1Co87

c. Thosewho so violated their wesak conscience were sinning - cf. Ro 14:23

Even if there was liberty in Chrigt to eat such things, Paul counsded againg it

a. Becauseit was asumbling block to those week in faith - 1 Co 8:9-10

b. Becausethisabuse of knowledge and liberty was causing brethren to sin, which in itsdf
isagnagang Chrig! -1 Co 8:11-12

Paul provides himsdlf as an example of the proper use of freedom

a. Heiswilling to go to extremes in service to hisweek brother - 1 Co 8:13

b. Though an gpostle, enjoying freedom in Christ -1 Co 9:1

c. Heiswilling to place limitations on his freedom to save others- 1 Co 9:19-23

He concludes his trestment on this subject with acommand for us to follow his example

-1C010:31-11:1

B. PAUL GAVE SIMILAR COUNSEL TO CHURCH IN ROME...

1.
2.
3.

The grong in faith are to be consderate of those week in faith - Ro 14:1,13

Even if it means giving up things thet are right within themsdlves - Ro 14:14-23
Bearing with the scruples of the week, seeking their edification, follows the example of
Chrig Himsdf - Ro 15:1-3

C. IMAGINE THE FELLOWSHIP WHERE THESE PRINCIPLES ARE FOLLOWED...

1.

3.

Rather than just trying to please oursalves, there would be serious efforts to build up one

another

a. | would not think of the vaue of assembling just for my own persond benefit

b. 1 would aso be concerned about the impact of my absence on others!

Brethren would be patient with those wesk in faith, willing even to forego libertiesin Chrigt

in order to serve

a. | would not be desirous to pressissues or ideas on those whose consciences could not
dlow them to participate

b. Insteed, | would seek other ways where we could accomplish the same godls

An amosphere of love, sarvice, and unity would exigt, in which felowship could truly thrive
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to the glory of God!

CONCLUSION

1. Thefdlowship weenjoy in Chrigt isa“precious’ thing, made possible by the work of Chrigt onthe

cross - cf. Ep 2:13-22

2. Y, that fdlowship isaso a“fragile’ thing, easly disrupted through our misuse of the freedom we
havein Chrigt!

3. Thesolution? To havetha “mind of Chrig” in our dedings with one another - Ph 2:1-8

a. Fdlowship in one accord is possible, but only when heed the admonitions given by Paul to the
Philippians
1) To do nothing through sdfish ambition or concelt
2) To esteem others better than one's self
3) Tolook out for the interests of others

b. Only by following Chris’s own example humble service, can we insure thet felowship in one
accord will continue!

Will we follow the example of Christ in how we use our freedom in our fellowship? Remember:

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty asan
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” (Ga 5:13)

Our Life Together
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Our Life Together
Limitations On Our Fellowship

INTRODUCTION

1.

Throughout this study, the focus has been on enhancing the fellowship that Chrigtians have in Chrigt,
made possible by His precious death on the cross - cf. Ep 2:14-22

a. Jesusdied that He might reconcile us back to God “in one body” - Ep 2:16

b. We are now “fdlow-citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” - Ep 2:19
c. We have been “joined together” asaholy templeinthe Lord - Ep 2:21

| hope that in some way | have chalenged usto think about our fellowship, and the importance of
doing what we can to nurtureit...

a. That we drive to develop the family-like intimacy Jesus intended for God' s household

b. That we appreciate the true interdependence we have as membersin the body of Christ

C. That we receive one another as Christ recelved us

d. That we use our liberty in Chrigt to serve one another in love

Y et, while fellowship among brethren is wonderful, sometimes we are called upon to withhold our

felowship from a brother or sigter in Chrigt...

a. Wemay haveto view afdlow disciple as“ a heathen and a tax collector” - cf. Mt 18:17

b. Wemay haveto “avoid them” - cf. Ro 16:17

c. Wemight haveto “ put away from yourselves that wicked person” - cf. 1 Co 5:13

d. Wemight haveto “withdraw” oursdvesand “ not keep company” with afdlow disciple - cf.
2Th 36,14

e. Wemight not be ableto “receive him into your house nor greet him” - cf. 2Jn 10

Indeed, there are* Limitations On Our Fdlowship” we must respect if we are to be trueto
the teachings of Jesus and His gpostles!

[These“limitations’ are related to the subject of “ Church Discipling’, and in this sudy on “Our Life
Together” we will briefly touch upon what the Scriptures teach in this regard...]

THE COMMAND TOWITHHOLD FELLOWSHIP

A. ASCOMMANDED BY JESUSHIMSELF...
1. Inthe case of abrother who has sinned and refusesto repent - Mt 18:15-17
2. Jesus ownwords. “...let him beto you like a heathen and atax collector.”
a. Spokenin the context of socid relaions at thetime
b. Jewshad no socid dedings with Gentiles, nor with their Jewish brethren who worked
for the Roman government as tax collectors
3. Thepoint isto withdraw socid association from a brother who refuses to repent

B. ASCOMMANDED BY HISAPOSTLES...
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1. Paul’schargeto the church a Rome-Ro 16:17-18
a. Involving those who “cause divisons and offenses’
b. The brethren wereto “note’ and “avoid them”
2. Paul’schargeto the church at Corinth - 1 Co 5:1-13
a. Involving aman who had his father’ swife
b. The church was ingtructed:
1) To“deiver suchaoneto Satan...” -1 Co 5:5
2) To"purgeouttheoldleaven” -1 Co5:7
3) To“not keep company” -1 Co5:11
4) *“not evento eat with suchaperson” -1 Co5:11
5) To “put away from yoursalves that wicked person.” - 1 Co 5:13
3. Paul’s charge to the church at Thessdlonica-2 Th 3:6-15
a. Involving those who would not work and support themselves
b. The church was ingtructed:
1) To“withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the
tradition which he received fromus’ -2 Th 3.6
2) To “note that person and do not keep company withhim” -2 Th 3:14
4. John’'schargeto the eect lady and her children -2 Jn 9-11
a. Involving anyone who would seek their support, and yet not abide in the doctrine of
Chrigt
b. They wereingructed to “not receive him into your house nor greet him”

[1tisclearly evident that “withholding felowship” is hecessary under certain conditions. What isthe
purpose of placing such alimitation on our fellowship?]

II. THE PURPOSE FOR WITHHOLDING FELLOWSHIP

A. TO SAVE THE SOUL IN ERROR...
1. Onewho refusesto repent of Snisinalos gate - cf. He 10:26-31
2. By making him “ashamed” of hissin, perhapshe may repent - ¢f. 2 Th 3:14
3. Congder Paul’'swordsin 1 Co 5:5...
a. Thechurchisto“deliver such a oneto Satan”
1) Thatis toremovedl godly influence from that person
2) Thisisdone by withdrawing felowship
b. Thepurposeis“for the destruction of the flesh”
1) Itis“fleshly desires’ (of which pride plays agresat part) that encourage oneto
pesgingn
2) But“shame’ can go along way to destroying these things of the flesh
3) Therefore the command to publicly note and withdraw from such a person - cf.
1Co05:4,13
c. Theultimategod: “that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus’
1) Our concernisnot his (or even our own) temporary happiness
2) But the salvation of hissoul ontheday of judgment!
3) Therefore the need for “tough love’ by withholding fellowship

B. TO SAVE THE SOULSOF THE OTHER MEMBERSIN THE CHURCH...
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1. ThisisPaul’s point about the need to purge out the “leaven” - cf. 1 Co 5:6-8
2. Jud asleaven infects the whole |oaf, so can “sinin the camp”!
3. Sinleft unchecked will destroy the other members in the congregation
a. Either by tempting them to Snin smilar fashion
b. Or by their fallure to exercise the proper discipline
1) For they would then be guilty before the Lord on that basis!
2) Aswasthe churchin Pergamos- cf. Re 2:14-16
4. Evenif the erring brother does not repent, the church will sill be saved!

C. TOMAGNIFY THE LORD AND HISCHURCH IN THE EYESOF THE WORLD...
1. Thiswasan effect of the first case of “church discipling’ recorded in the NT
a. Theexample of Ananias and Sgpphiraillustrates how serioudy the Lord Himsdlf views
“dninthecamp’ - cf. Ac 5:1-10
b. Theresult wasone of “fear”, yet great “esteem”, which lead to many conversons
-Ach5:11-14
2. Theworld isnot going to take the gospd cdl to holiness serioudy if the church does not
ded properly with “sin in the camp”
3. But when achurch dedls with unrepentant sin in the manner of withholding fellowship, the
reputation of the church ishdd in high esteem
4. When people decide to get serious about sin, where do you think they will go?
a. Toachurch that winks a Sn?
b. Or onethat provides every proper mativetion to turn from sn?

CONCLUSION

1. Thereis much more that can be said on the subject of “withholding fellowship” asit rdates to church
discipline...
a. Indeed, an entire series can be presented on this subject
b. Which I plan to do mysdf another time, the Lord willing

2. Butl trugt thiswill suffice to make two points about “ Our Life Together” ...

a. Our fellowship together in Chrigt haslimitations
1) Whileit istrue we are to have “areceiving fdlowship”
2) ..there may come atime when we must have “argecting fellowship”!

b. Our fellowship together in Christ needsto be very special
1) Not only so we might enjoy dl the blessings Chrigt intended in the family of God
2) But should it ever be necessary to withhold fellowship as alast effort to save a brother’s

soul, what iswithheld will redly be missed!
-- Church discipline often fails because the felowship never was what it should have been!

3. So Chrigtian fellowship serves atwofold purpose...
a. To"enhance’ therdationship we havein the family of God
b. To“preserve’ the rdaionship we havein the family of God

To enjoy the fullest blessings of Chrigtian fdlowship, let usdl do what we can to strengthen “ Our Life
Together” !
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Our Life Together
How Wor ship Enhances Fellowship

|ON

1. Thusfar we have been dedling “doctrind” underpinnings of “Our Life Together” ...
a. Naticing the“intimacy” and “ inter dependency” of our fdlowship in theloca church

b. Examin

ing the concepts of “ acceptance’ and “freedom” in Chrigt asthey rdate to fellowship

c. Reviewing what is said about the  limitations’ of our felowship

2. Withthislesson | wish to begin address the * application” side of our study...
a. Wha can we“do” to strengthen our life together?
b. What sort of things enhance the fellowship we enjoy in Chrig?

3. lwantusto

examine various “ acts of wor ship” ...

a. Whichwedo in our public assemblies

b. Whichl

believe are designed to build and enhance our fdlowship in Christ

[Let's start by examining two acts of worship that we engage in & every sarvice.. ]

. ENHANCI

NG FELLOWSHIP THROUGH PRAYER AND SONG

A. CONS

DER THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH...

1. They were quick to join themsalves together in prayer

a
b.

They continued steadfastly in prayer - Ac 2:42
Especidly in the face of persecution - Ac 4:18-33; 12:1-12

2. They had fdlowship in snging as well

a
b.

While enduring imprisonment - Ac 16:25
Note the connection of Snging with praying

B. HOW PRAYER AND SONG ENHANCES FELLOWSHIP...
1. Through the benefits of prayer, especidly collective praying

a
b.

Prayer isawonderful source of strength and peace - Ph 4:6-7

But thereis aso a specid vaue when brethren pray together!

1) Jesustaught the value of collective prayer - cf. Mt 18:19-20

2) Jamestaught the value of the prayer of arighteous man; how much more the vaue
of many righteous people praying! - cf. Ja 5:16

2. Through the benefits of song, especialy collective Snging

a
b.
C.

Singing can certainly be an individua expresson of praise- cf. Ja 5:13
When done together, it dso serves as aform of mutud edification - Co 3:16
This can lead to increased blessings, for such collective Snging can:

1) Nurture aheart of thankfulnessto God - Co 3:16

2) Hep us be “filled with the Spirit” - Ep 5:18-19
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[The early church certainly took advantage of the full blessngs to be found in prayer and song; they not
only prayed and sang asindividuds, but collectively aswell. This helped to srengthen the felowship
they enjoyed in Chrigt.

What about ustoday? Do we dlow prayer and song to strengthen our fellowship in the body of Christ?
Do we see the vaue in devoting much of our service to prayer and song?

Let’'snow take alook at an “act of worship” we engage in every first day of the week...]

II. ENHANCING FELLOWSHIP THROUGH THE LORD’S SUPPER

A. THERE ARE SEVERAL IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE SUPPER...

1.

Itis“amemorial” - 1 Co 11:23-25

a. Indituted by the Lord Himsdf

b. To commemorate the desath of Jesus on the cross for our sins- Mt 26:26-28

It is“aproclamation” - 1 Co 11:26

a.  Inwhich we proclam our fath in the efficacy of Jesus deeth in our behdf

b. Tobedonetill He comesagain (so it dso aproclamation of our faith in His Second
Coming)

Itistobe“aperiod of extremereverence’ - 1 Co 11:27,29

a. Itisto beobserved “in aworthy manner”

b. Out of respect for the supreme price Jesus paid for our Sins

Itis“atimefor self-examination” - 1 Co 11:28

a. Reflecting upon our own spiritua condition in relation to the sacrifice of Christ

b. Arewelivingin amanner tha makes His sacrifice worthwhile?

It is*acommunion” (sharing, fdlowship) - 1 Co 10:16

a.  With the blood and body of Christ

b. Cetanly, then, a“verticd” rdationship and fdlowship with Chrigt as we commune

B. THEREISALSO THE ELEMENT OF FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHERS...

1.

2.

It ds0 has something to do with “our onenessin the body of Chrig”! -1 Co 10:17

a.  Though many, we are “one bread and one body”

b. Why? “for we al partake of that one bread’

C. Thereareat least two possible waysto view this...
1) Partaking of the one bread together “reminds’ us of our oneness, i.e., our fellowship
2) Partaking of the one bread together “ strengthens’ our oneness, or fellowship
-- Both views are plausible, and both are accomplished, whether or not that is what

Paul actudly hed in mind

d. Inthisway the Supper isan act of worship in which thereis both:
1) A *“verticd” fdlowship (communion with the Lord's body and blood)
2) A “horizontd” fdlowship (communion with one another)

This helps us to see someimplications in severd passages

a E.g,Ac20:7-"“..whenthe disciples came together to break bread...”

b. E.g.,1Co 11:33- “...when you come together to eat, wait for one another”

C. The Supper isdesigned to be a“communa’” med (even as the Passover, from which the
Lord took elementsto indtitute the Lord’ s Supper, was a communa mesl)
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[The Lord’'s Supper is more than just a persond act of devotion between a Christian and hisLord. As
we partake together, it should remind us of our fellowship in the one body of Chrigt, and by such
remembrance strengthen our sense of fellowship!

Now let’stake alook at an “act of worship” which may be considered by some as the least “ spiritud”
and therefore least likely to build fdlowship...]

[11.ENHANCING FELLOWSHIP THROUGH THE WEEKLY COLLECTION

A. HOW SOME MAY VIEW THE COLLECTION...
1. A way topay thehills
a. Asamere mechanicd detall necessary to raise money to pay the bills
b. Asarudeintruson of secular necessty into an otherwise spiritua service
1) l.e, dnging, prayer, Bible study...these are spiritud activities
2) But the collection...what does taking up money (mammon) have to do with
worshipping God?
--  With this view, some might think to themselves: “Hurry up and pass the plate, so we
can get on to more spiritua matters!”
2. A private act between the Christian and his God
a. Some may understand that there is a spiritual side to the collection
1) That givingisan act of devotion to God
2) That | am giving back to Him as He has prospered me
b. Yet may view the collection solely as a private matter between a person and His God,
with no bearing one s fdlowship with others

B. THEBIBLICAL VIEW OF THE COLLECTION...
1. A brief survey of giving in the New Testament church may be helpful

a. Thechurchin Jerusdem

1) Therewas acommendable spirit of giving for brethren in need - Ac 2:44-45;
4:32-35

2) Thisevidently was a“freawill offering”, not something required - Ac 5:1-4
-- Herewe have Chrigians in one congregation helping each other

b. Thechurchin Antioch
1) Responding to a prophecy about a coming famine - Ac 11:27-28
2) They sent relief “according to their ability” to brethren in Judea - Ac 11:29-30
-- Here we have one church helping many churches

c. Theminidry of Paul
1) Hewas asked to remember the poor - Ga 2:9-10
2) Which hewas careful to do - cf. 1 Co 16:1-4; 2 Co 8-9; Ro 15:25-26
-- Here we have many churches helping one church

2. A caeful sudy of these versesreved the Biblicd view of the collection

a. A meansof supplying need
1) The needs of impoverished brethren - cf. 2 Co 9:12a
2) Also the needs of preaching brethren - cf. Ph 1.5; 4:15-16; 2 Co 11.:8-9

b. A meansof building and strengthening fellowship!
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Note how Paul viewed the support received from Philippi - Ph 1:5; 4:15-16

Note how Paul viewed the collection the Gentile churches were sending to their

Jewish brethren

a) The Gentiles had been partakers (fellowship) in Spiritud matters with their
Jawish brethren, now they were amply sharing (fdlowship) with them in
physica matters - Ro 15:27

b) The effect of such sharing wasto create “longing” for one another; i.e., more
spiritud fellowship together! - 2 Co 9:12-15

In the church at Jerusdem, such sharing was evidence that:

a) They were of “one heart and one soul” (possessing true fellowship) - Ac 4:32

b) They had truelove for one another - cf. 1 Jn 3:16-18

1. Every act of worship is designed to enhance our felowship in the body of Chridt...
a. Yes there are dements of persona devotion in each of them
b. But we come together for areason, and that reason includes enhancing our felowship through
activitieswhich bind us closer together in Chridt!

2. Thefdlowship weenjoy in Chrig...
a. Was made possible only by His degth on the cross
b. But is strengthened whenever we assemble and participate in such activities as.
1) Singing and prayer
2) ThelLord's Supper
3) Eventhecollection

3. If youseek totruly enjoy “Our Life Together” ...
a. Never forsake the assembling of ourselves together - He 10:24-25
b. Take advantage of the “tools’ that God has ordained to draw us closer to Him and to one

another!
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Our Life Together
Enriching Our Life Together

INTRODUCTION

1. With our previous study we began to address the “application” side of our studly...
a. What can we do to enhance our fellowship?
b. We saw that our acts of devotion when we assemble do just that!

2. With this study we continue to examine the “ gpplication” sde...
a. Wha can we*“do” to enrich our life together?
b. What sort of things should we “avoid” that have the potentia of disrupting fellowship?

3. There are many places we could turn to in the New Testament for a study on “ Enriching
Our Life Together” ...
a. Indeed, much of the New Testament addresses the subject in one form or another
b. Butinthisgudy, we will focus mainly on what wefind in “ The Epistle Of James”

4. Addressed to those who were “ scattered abroad” (Ja 1:1), it is especidly full of advicefor...
a. Chrigianswho find themsdlves living in ahighly mobile society like our own
b. Chrigians whose need for “felowship” is often atruly “felt need” (because other norma
channels of association like family, friends, etc., may be lacking)

[Let's begin by observing thingswe must “ not” do or have, if we desire to succeed in “ Enriching Our
Life Together” ...]

. THINGSTO AVOID

A. ALL FILTHINESS AND OVERFLOW OF WICKEDNESS - Ja 1:21
1. | takethistoinclude any sort of immora behavior or speech - cf. Ep 5:3-5
2. Thewise man wrote of the devadtating effects of immordity - cf. Pr 6:27-35
--  Nothing will destroy the precious fellowship we havein Christ like“sin in the
camp”

B. PARTIALITY -Ja2:19
1. Thiswasdiscussed in our sudy entitled “An Accepting Fellowship”
2. Showing respect of persons, ether through “ partidity”, or its more maignant cousin
“bigotry”, makes us snners before God - Ja 2:9
-- Felowship in Chrigt isdesigned to bring ustogether, not divide us

C. MISUSE OF THE TONGUE - Ja 3:1-12
1. Thetongue possesses great power to destroy, if we are not careful - Ja 3:5-7
2. When we misuse the tongue to curse men, it reved's the shallowness of our praise of God
-Ja3:9-12
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During thewar, the old Navy saying was“ L oose lips sinks ships’; it can have the
same effect on the peace and fellowship in a congr egation!

D. SELFISHNESS-Ja4:1

1.
2.

James reved s that the root cause of much drife is nothing more than selfishness

As hewrote earlier, “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing
will be there” - Ja 3:16

If we desire peace and harmony in our fellowship, we must grow beyond the
egocentricismof our youth and car nality!

E. SPEAKING EVIL OF ONE ANOTHER -Ja4:11-12

1.

2.
3.

Here we learn that speaking evil of another evil actudly “speaks evil of the law and judges
the law”; do we wish to be guilty of that?

We as0 sat oursaves up as judges, when thereisredly only one Judge and Lawgiver
This does not preclude the necessity to “judge with righteous judgment” (Jn 7:24), nor that
we cannot “judge those who areinsde’ the family of God (1 Co 5:9-13)

But too often we can be guilty of “judging” othersaccording to our own personal
standar ds; speaking “evil” of othersisusually an indication of that, and quickly
destroysfellowship

[ These five things can prevent a congregation from enjoying “ Our Life Together” that Christ intends
for Hischurch. Let's be diligent never to dlow them to infect the relationship we have as the family of

God!

At the sametime, let’ stake a“proactive’ gpproach to building felowship; what does James counsd us

to do...7]

. THINGSTO DO

A. VIEW CHALLENGESASOPPORTUNITIES-Ja 1:2-4

1.

2.

3.

Possessing a positive pergpective about difficulties is good for congregations aswell as
individuals

Any church that is growing will likely experience problems with maintaining pesce and
harmony

But just as marriages are made stronger when spouses are willing to work through their
difficulties, so a congregation can be made sronger by its difficulties!

B. PRAY FOR WISDOM - Ja 1:5-8

1.
2.

To be able to maintain athriving felowship in a congregation requires wisdom
Just as we should seek wisdom from God as individuals, so also as a congregation!

C. MAINTAIN PROPER PERSPECTIVESABOUT OUR SITUATIONS-Ja 1:9-11

1.
2.
3.

Fdlowship is often disrupted by envy or pride
But God gives us reasons to be thankful for whatever Stuation in which we find oursalves
If dl the members are willing to see themsalves as God sees them, there will be no room for

pride or envy
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. BESWIFT TOHEAR, SLOW TO SPEAK, SLOW TO WRATH - Ja1:19-20

1. Poor communication and short tempers will quickly destroy any relationship
2. Butif dl apply this“triad” of graces, problems can be gracefully handled and overcome

. PRACTICE PURE AND UNDEFILED RELIGION - Ja 1:22-27

1. Thisinvolveseach of us...
a. Being doers of the Word, and not just hearers
b. Letting our actions speak louder than our words
c. Attending to the needs of the less fortunate
d. Keeping oursalves untainted by the world
2. Wouldn't it be wonderful to have fellowship in a congregetion where dl are true
“practitioners’ of thiskind of rigion?

. DEMONSTRATE WISDOM BY YOUR CONDUCT -Ja 3:13,17-18

1. Again, we areletting our actions spesk louder than our words

2. Note especidly verse 17, wouldn't it be wonderful to be in a congregation filled with people
demondrating awisdom thet is “...first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yidd, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partidity and without hypocrisy.”?

. PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER - Ja 5:13-16

1. When we are praying for others, it is hard to be angry a them

2. When we know others are praying for us, it is hard not to love them

3. When we are praying for each other, not only is our fellowship with God strengthened, but
our fellowship with one another!

. RESTORE THE ERRING - Ja 5:19-20

1. When people ray from the faith, we lose the benefit of their fellowship with us
2. Regtoring them back to God not only saves them, but blesses us with their renewed
felowship!

CONCLUSION

1.

This quick survey of The Epistle Of Jamesillustrates many of the good things we can do to be
“Enriching Our Life Together”

Indeed, the entire New Testament is filled with admonitions...
a.  Not only to enhance our rdationship with God
b. But dso to enhance our fellowship with one another!

Let theWord of God be our guideto creating and maintaining “ Our Life Together”!

How about “your” relationship with God and His children (i.e,, the church)? Isit what it ought to be?
Can we help you draw nearer to God and Hisfamily...? - cf. Ga 3:26-27; Ja 5:16
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Our Life Together
Using The Home To Build Fellowship

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous study continued our focus on the “gpplication” sde of “Our Life Together” ...
a. By observing how the Scriptures arefilled with exhortations
b. Which taken to heart will nurture fellowship in theloca church

2. We noticed one such example, the Epistle of James, where we found admonitions...
a. Onthingsto “avoid”

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

All filthiness and overflow of wickedness
Partidity

Misuse of the tongue

Sdfishness

Spesking evil of one another

b. Onthingsto*“do”

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

View chdlenges as opportunities

Pray for wisdom

Maintain proper perspectives about our Stuations
Be swift to hear, dow to speak, dow to wrath
Prectice pure and undefiled religion

Demonstrate wisdom by your conduct

Pray for one another

Restore the erring

3. The Scripturesteach not only by “precept”, but also by “examplée’...
a.  And the example of the early church provides insght into ways fellowship can be strengthened
b. One such exampleisther use of the home
c. | bdieveadudy of the New Testament church shows that their successin both evangelism and
in building fellowship was partly due to their use of the home

[To appreciate what | mean, let’s begin by observing...]

|. THE USE OF THE HOME BY THE EARLY CHURCH

A. HOMESWERE USED WITH MUCH FREQUENCY. ...

1.

2
3.
4

The church in Jerusdem, especidly in times of persecution - Ac 5:41-42; 12:5,12

. Aquilaand Priscilla often hosted the church in their home - Ro 16:3-5; 1 Co 16:19

Another exampleis Philemon - Phile 1-2

. Paul utilized homesin his minidry, both a Ephesus and in Rome - Ac 20:17-21; 28:30-31

B. BUT WITH TIME, THE USE OF THE HOME BEGAN TO DECLINE...

1.

We know that “church buildings’ began to be built as early as the second century
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2. When Congantine, emperor of Rome, was “converted” in 312 A.D....
a Hedesgnaed Chridianity the “officid religion” of the empire
b. Hegave many of the pagan templesto the Christians to use as meeting places
3. Beforelong, people began to view the building as *the church”
a. Homeswere not used as much as before
b. Mog “rdigious activity” began to be centered around the building
c. Suchisthe casetoday, where mogt “religious activity” takes place a the church building

[1 sugpect that this subtle shift of activity away from the “home’ to the “church building” contributed to a
decline of fellowship among many Chrigtians. Allow me to elaborate why...]

II. WHY USING THE HOME ISIMPORTANT TO FELLOWSHIP

A. BECAUSE OF THE LIMITATION INHERENT TO PUBLIC WORSHIP...
1. Public worship is certainly necessary and important
2. We have dready seen that the “acts of worship” are designed to nurture fellowship
3. But there are limits to the degree of fellowship we can have during our public assemblies
a. Limitson“time’
1) A couple of hours aweek do not provide much opportunity to develop
meaningful relationships between brethren
2) Especidly snce the time we actudly spend talking to one another isafew
minutes before and after the services
b. Limitson “intimacy”
1) Sheer numbers prevent us from spending much time with everyone
2) We ather spend afew minutes with a select few, or even asmdler amount of time
with all

B. USING HOMESEXTEND OPPORTUNITY FOR FELLOWSHIP...

1. Wehave more“time’ to vist, to talk, to study, to pray

2. Theinforma and persona atmosphere of the home dlows for more “intimacy”, i.e....
a. To become better acquainted
b. To proceed beyond mere formalities, to where we can better know and understand one

another

3. Opportunitiesto ask questions, provide answers, study together, are enhanced when we are

willing to open our homes to one another

[1t should be easy to see that opportunities for meaningful fellowship can be increased through the use of
the home. To encourage thisideafurther, here are some...]

11.SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THE HOME TO BUILD FELLOWSHIP

A. PRACTICE “HOSPITALITY"...
1. We are commanded to practice hospitaity among brethren - 1 Pe 4:9
2. Cetanly not dl have the same ahility to provide hospitdity
a.  Some may be adle to have the entire congregation over a one time
b. Othersmay only be able to have afamily or two
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c. Yet others may best provide hospitaity by taking people out to dinner
-- But to whatever degree we can, let us be fruitful in thisarea- 1 Pe 4:10
3. BEvenif we engage in hospitdity only on asocid leve, it can help to increase leves of
communication in which spiritua fellowship can occur later
4. But consgder usng your home as placefor...
a. Home Bible sudies with new converts
b. Ongoing sudies with other Chrigtians
c. Periodic devotions, such as singings, prayer meetings, €tc.
--  Remember the example of Aquilaand Priscilla, who offered the use of their home
for the work of the church, wherever they lived - cf. Ro 16:3-5; 1 Co 16:19

B. ENGAGE IN“VISITATION"...

1. For “hospitdity” to work, it must be atwo-way Street
a Wemust be willing to accept invitations by others, and vist them
b. Sometimes hospitality is not practiced, because people won't accept invitations!

2. We should aso make efforts to visit those who may have specid needs...
a. Thesdck (both a home and in the hospitd)
b. Those new in the faith (or otherwise new members of the congregation)
C. Those spiritudly wesk
-- Making ourselves available to be of service to those with such needs is defined as* pure

and undefiled rdigion” - Ja 1:27

CONCLUSION

1. Morecould besad, but | hopeit isevident that expedient use of the home can grestly facilitate the
sort of fellowship Chrigt intends for His church...
a. A fdlowship that isarich one, primarily spiritud in nature
b. But onefacilitated through practical means like “ hospitdity” and “vigtation”

2. Canwenot seethat “Our Life Together” needsto extend...
a. Beyond thewdls of the church building?
b. Beyond the few hours we assemble together for public worship?

3. A find point to simulate your thinking on these things...
a. | often ask acongregation: “We may be a friendly congregation, but are we a hospitable
congregation?”
b. Thedidtinction should be evident, whichis
1) “friendly” describeswhat takes place ingde the church building
2) “hospitable’ describes what goes on in our homes!

The Lord has blessed us dl to various degrees with our homes...Iet’s be wise stewards and use them to
the glory of God and the enrichment of “ Our Life Together”!
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